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With mission boards seek- 
ing more missionaries and 
with the time growing short 
for getting God’s Word 
out, it is important to 
get the best Bible training. 
Whether you intend to 
serve at home or on the 
foreign field, consider 
training at Moody Bible 
Institute—known the world 
over as a center of Bible 
teaching: 
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CONSIDER THESE FACTS: 


The largest Bible school faculty (40) plus the largest Bible school 
library ¢ Moody alone offers a Missionary Technical Course, as well 





as comprehensive Foreign and Home Missionary courses ¢ Students 
learn soul-winning by actual experience—each year 8,000 decisions 
for Christ are secured ¢ Over 52,000 have received training at 
this “West Point” of Christian service ¢ These facts, plus the 
effective service of thousands of Moody-trained personnel serving 
so many mission boards, should prove to you that Moody is the 
school for your training! Write for illustrated catalog. Address 
Dept. ET214 

















iS THANKSGIVING ALWAYS 
POSSIBLE? 


The Word of God commands us to 
give thanks in everything (1 Thess. 
5:18). This is not a casual remark, 
but to it is added the word, “This is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus con- 
cerning you.” This postscript to the 
commandment of thanksgiving points 
up the whole matter of thanksgiving 
and gives it an importance surpassing 
mere exhortations of the Word. God’s 
definite will for the believer is that he 
shall be a fountain of praise, and that 
his life shall be in thanksgiving to God 
at all times and in all circumstances. 


The Lord God who is the author of 
all our blessings appreciates, desires, 
and even seeks our praise, thanksgiv- 
ing, and worship. “The Father seek- 
eth such to worship Him” the Lord 
told the woman at the well (John 
4:23). “Whoso offereth praise glori- 
fieth Me” (Psa. 50:23), and the 
Psalmist also said, “Every day will I 
bless Thee, and I will praise Thy name 
for ever and ever” (Psa. 145:2). 


These verses show that thanksgiving 
has no relationship to circumstances. 
We are to thank God in all things be- 
tause the Lord knows what is best for 
us, and He is ordering the course of 
our life, and bringing the details to 
pass in the time and manner of His 
desire. He has never made a mistake, 
and what He allows to come into the 
life of His child is for the good of that 
child and for the glory of God. Any 
chastisement that ever reaches us 
comes, He has said it Himself, for our 
profit, that we might be partakers of 
His holiness (Heb. 12:10). 


One of the great preachers of the 
past, the saintly Rutherford, went 
through persecutions beyond the lot of 
most men. Yet, at the end of his life 
he could write: 


Deep waters crossed life’s pathway, 
The hedge of thorns was sharp; 
Now these all lie behind me, 
Oh, for a well-tuned harp! 


It is wonderful that a man who has 
been through sufferings akin to those 
of Job should ery out in desire for a 
heart to praise the Lord. Such desire 
is proof of confidence and trust in the 


Father, for it is the acknowledgement” 


that He doeth all things well. Thanks- 
giving in all things; this is the will of 
God. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 

Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 
the ministry of Eternity and The Bible Study Hour to His 
everlasting glory. : 
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The Jews are the saddest people in the world 


The Editor comments on an article from LIFE 


The day that I write this is Jewish New Year, but any joy that is possessed by 
any member of that race and religion will be a surface joy. The reason for this is set 
forth in an article in LIFE, which we are largely reproducing, paragraph by para- 
graph (with the kind permission of the editors of LIFE), and written by Rabbi Philip 
S. Bernstein, president of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, the largest or- 
ganization of rabbis in the world, and for 24 years the rabbi of Temple B’rith Kodesh 
in Rochester, N. Y. Dr. Bernstein begins his article as follows: 


The Jew has no single organized church. He has no 
priests. The concept of salvation by faith is alien to 
his mind. 


To any one who knows the Old Testament it is apparent, 
of course, that here is a confession of departure from the 
Judaism of the Old Testament. To admit that Judaism has 
no priests is to confess that Judaism has no altar, and 
therefore no blood sacrifice. In the first line of this creed 
it is admitted that Judaism has lost Aaron and all that he 
stands for. Without him Moses will be worthless. Further, 
to say that the concept of salvation by faith is alien to the 
Jewish mind, means that he has totally lost all that God 
gave to Abraham. Genesis 15:6 shows that Abraham be- 
lieved God and it was counted unto him instead of right- 
eousness. In Roman 4 this is quoted to emphasize the fact 
that God counted Abraham righteous at least fourteen 
years before the rite of circumcision was introduced to 
Abraham. Salvation by faith preceded any question of 
ritual religion. Dr. Bernstein’s opening sentences, there- 
fore, confess the utter departure of Judaism from that 
which is set forth in the Old Testament. 


Yet he has deep religious convictions which run like 
golden threads through all Jewish history. For him 
Judaism is a way of life, here and now. He does not 
serve his God for the sake of reward, for the fruit of 
the good life is the good life. Thus his answers about 
the nature of his religious beliefs are profoundly dif- 
ferent from the answers made by Christians. 


Here, of course, again is the confession that Judaism to- 
day has departed from the Judaism of the Old Testament 
and, therefore, from that which was given by God. In 
the Old Testament God’s covenant with His people was not 
merely a way of life, but a way of salvation and a way of 
dealing with sin, a way for eternal life. The greatest dif- 
ference in these answers from the answers of the Old Testa- 
ment is that these arise out of man’s fallen consciousness 
while the Old Testament is revealed by God. 


Judaism around the world is marked by diversity of 
practice and latitude of faith. But for all the degree 
of divergence on detail, a great common denominator 
of faith unites most American Jews. This unique 
agreement is net imposed from the top upon the con- — 
gregations because the Jew acknowledges no supreme 
ecclesiastical authority, but rather it wells up from the 
depth of the Jewish heart, nourished in the long history 
of an ancient people. 

Here is one more confession that the source of faith is 
man and not God and His revelation. This Jew has sub- 
stituted the inner consciousness for the inspired Word. 


In the days of ancient Israel the priesthood at Jeru- 
_ salem laid down the law for all the Jews. 


This, of course, is historically false. In the days of an- 
cient Israel the law was laid down by the written law of 
Moses. The high priest merely interpreted the law, but the 
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source of the authority was in God and not in the priest. 


Then, in 586 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusa- 
lem, demolished Solomon’s Temple and carried the 
Jews into exile in Babylon. With their Temple and 
their priesthood gone, the Jews in the strange new 
communities where they found themselves formed vol- 
untary assemblages for common worship and study of 
the law. These congregations were called synagogues, 
quite free and independent of one another. 


This again is historically false. While it is true that 
Nebuchadnezzar demolished Solomon’s Temple the proph- 
ets show us that at the time of Ezra and Nehemiah the peo- 
ple returned and there was a new Temple built. The book 
of Haggai contains a description of the restored Temple 
and the renwal of the blood sacrifice. It is also well-known 
that the priesthood existed in the time of Christ and that 
blood sacrifices were still being offered at that time, and 
until the destruction of the Temple by Titus in 70 A.D. 


In the central fortress of Jewish spirituality, the 
Torah is the repository for the Law of Judaism. Torah 
embraces a triple meaning. Primarily it is the Sacred 
Scrolls found in every synagogue. These are contained 
in an ornamental ark which, whenever possible, is 
built into the wall of the structure so that when the 
congregation faces it they look toward Jerusalem’s 
Holy Temple. This is an abiding reminder of the bib- 
lical Ark of the Covenant in which th~ Tablets of the 
Law were carried. The Torah scrolls are written by 
hand on parchment, fastidiously and often beautifully 
done by one who is usually a descendant of genera- 
tions of scribes. In 1908 when the synagogue of which 
this writer is now minister burned down, an Irish 
policeman dashed to the ark and seized the Torah. He 
handed it to the rabbi who was rushing up to the 
building, “Here,” he said, “I saved your crucifix.” 
Well the Jews have no crucifix, but the policeman had 
the right idea; the scrolls are the most sacred symbols 
of Judaism. 


When the Jews confess that they possess today “an abid- 
ing reminder of the biblical Ark of the Covenant in which 
the Tablets of the Law were carried,” they confess their 
own condemnation. We must not forget that although the 
Tablets of the Law were inside the Ark of the Covenant 
they were there as a witness against Israel. The Pillar of 
Cloud and Fire that stood above the Ark did not break out 
in judgment upon Israel because between the Law which 
was in the box and the holiness of God which was above 
the Ark there was the mercy seat which was the cover of 
the Ark. The mercy seat was the place of blood. It had 
on it the cherubims with the spread out wings and between 
the cherubims the blood was placed by the high priest on 
the day of atonement. Today on the day of atonement, 
the children of Israel celebrate the day but deny the fact 
of the atonement. 


Torah has a second meaning: The Pentateuch, the 


The Lord Himself gives the only joy that never fails. 








first five books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviti- 
cus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. These books are the 
acknowledged foundation of Judaism, containing the 
principles of the faith, the Ten Commandments, the 
golden rule, the laws of holiness. The Pentateuch is at 
once the biography of the greatest Jew of all time— 
Moses—the history of the formation of the Jewish na- 
tion and the development of its faith. It runs the 
whole gamut of Jewish spiritual experience from the 
sublime poetry of the creation narrative to the minu- 
tiae of the dietary laws. So precious is the Pentateuch 
to the Jews that they divide it into fixed weekly por- 
tions and read them on every Sabbath and holy day in 
the year. 


It is to be noted there is no mention of the Levitical code 
of blood sacrifice for sin. There is no mention whatso- 
ever of burnt offerings, whole offerings, meal offerings or 
any other type of offerings for sin. Nor is there mention 
of the biography of Abraham—a far greater Jew than 
Moses. 

There is a very interesting word that needs no criticism 
but which furnishes a beautiful illustration, Rabbi Bern- 
stein says: 

For a Jew the education process begins at the age 
of 5. According to tradition, a drop of honey is placed 
on the first page the child is to learn to read; he kisses 
it, thus beginning an association of pleasantness which 
is expected to last through life. When most of the 
world was illiterate, every Jewish boy could read and 
by 13 was advanced in the study of a complex litera- 
ture. Thus arose the love of learning, the keenness of 
intellect to be found among so many Jews. 


Further on in his article Rabbi Bernstein says: 


Jews never regarded the codification of law as a 
strait jacket. One basic device keeps it fluid: the oral 
law which supplemented the written law and was sub- 
ject to emendation, interpretation, adaptation. 


This shows definitely that the modern Jew has rejected 
the inspiration of the Scriptures and denies that “thus 
saith the Lord” was the final word from God. It should be 
noted, however, that this is entirely a modern idea. The 
ancient Law as given by God was preserved by the scribes 
in a most meticulous fashion and always “thus saith the 
Lord” was taken at its face value. 

There is a discussion of the central prayer of Judaism— 
the Shema: “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord 
is One” and the unity of God is stressed as the first mean- 
ing of the prayer. Then the Rabbi continues: 


From God to man, from His Fatherhood to our 
brotherhood—this is the second meaning of the Shema 
to modern Jews. 


But where in the Old Testament was there any concept 
of the fatherhood of God? That is distinctly a teaching 
revealed by the Lord Jesus, and most certainly He did not 
teach the universal Fatherhood of God, but only His 
Fatherhood for true believers and only the brotherhood of 
believers. (John 1:12, 13; 8:44). 

Then speaking of another prayer, that for the dead, the 
Rabbi says 


Modern Jews have tended increasingly less to be- 
lieve in physical resurrection. This probably accounts 
for the increasing trend toward cremation which is 
found among non-Orthodox Jews. 


The departure from the Word of God brings these Jews 
into the place of the Sadduccees, for these did not believe 
in the resurrection (Acts 23:8). 


4 The Bible is a book for all time. 





We now give a rather long quotation from Rabbi Bern- 
stein as it contains a confession of Jewish denial that is 
stark and in some spots rather ugly: 


In the annual cycle of religious observances fol- 
lowed by American Jews, the new year begins in the 
early fall—this year on Sept. 12. According to tradi- 
tional biblical chronology, this week begins the 5,711th 
year since creation. The advent of the New Year is 
greeted in a spirit far removed from the festivities of 
Jan. 1. It ushers in a 10-day period of penitence, cul- 
minating in the fast of Yom Kippur and dedicated to 
spiritual stock-taking. What is man? What is our 
life? What will be our fate? Some Jews have be- 
lieved literally, others metaphorically, that on the new 
year the books of life are spread open before the Great 
Judge. In this period of judgment it is determined 
“who shall live and who shall die, who shall be at rest 
and who shall wander, who shall be tranquil and who 
shall be harassed, who shall become poor and who 
shall wax rich, who shall be brought low and who shall 
be exalted.” 

This holy-day period is pervaded with a solemn ap- 
praisal of the facts of our frail human existence. No 
attempt is made to gloss over the evils of life. God's 
ways may be inscrutable, but ultimately they are ac- 
cepted as just. Therefore the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom. Judaism offers no easy way to 
God. No son has been sent down to lead us to Him. 
No mediator intercedes for us. In the final accounting 
there is @ purely personal relationship between the in- 
dividual and his God. This is an awesome responsi- 
bility. Need we wonder, then, that this penitential 
period is known as the Days of Awe? Even the blow- 
ing of the Shofar, the ram’s horn, which from bibli- 
cal times has announced the New Year, penetrates into 
the heart of the modern Jew and causes it to tremble. 


It should be noted here there is the absolute denial of 
Jesus as the Messiah “‘no son has been sent down to lead us 
to Him.” There is the acceptance of the “awesome re- 
sponsibility” but the denial of any Saviour. The heart of 
the modern Jew should tremble. It has retained Moses 
and abandoned Abraham and Aaron. 

The reason for this denial is found in another denial, 
that of the reality of sin as set forth in Dr. Bernstein’s 
next point. 


The spiritual concern of Yom Kippur is with our 
human sinfulness—but what is sin? To answer this 
question we must go back to Judaism’s balanced inter- 
pretations of the nature of man. On the one hand 
there are no perfect saints in the Jewish tradition. 
Even Moses, the greatest Jew of all. time, was denied 
admittance to the promised land because he disobeyed 
God. But Judaism, on the other hand, does not regard 
man. as inherently sinful or depraved. Our instinctive 
drives are considered good because God gave them to 
us. There is no asceticism in Judaism, no retreat to 
monasteries. Celibacy is not required of the rabbis. 
The rabbis of the Talmud maintain. that much good 
has come from our so-called “evil desires.” They say 
that our sex drive has produced love, marriage, the 
family, the perpetuation of the race. Without the ac- 
quisitive instinct, they claim, homes would not be 
built, fields would not be tilled. 


Here is the denial of the doctrine of the fall, the doc- 
trine of original sin. There is the denial of the command- 
ment thou shalt not commit adultery and the denial of thou 
shalt not steal. Fundamentally if “our instinctive drives 
are considered good because God gave them to us,” then 
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there can be no such thing as sin and everything that’ man 
does must be from God. This, of course, is the total denial 
of everything that is taught in the Old Testament, not to 
speak of the New Testament. 

Rabbi Bernstein goes on to speak of the need of charity 
on the part of the Jew and his charitableness which is not 
optional is in order to give him a “penance of restitution” 
in order to “clear the way for God’s grace.” But why 
should there be any necessity of penance or restitution if 
everything comes from God, even our instinctive drives, 
and if there is no resurrection when man shall give ac- 
count for his sin? The confusion and contradictions 
within modern Judaism become more evident! 


Jews, like other religionists, have been troubled by 
the paradox of man’s sinfulness. Why, if we were 
created by a good omnipotent God, do we have and 
use the capacity to do evil? Judaism has no general 
theological explanation of “sin” such as Christianity 
offers in the doctrine of man’s fall. In the Jewish re- 
ligion sinning is simply a wrong which the individual 
may or may not commit, depending upon his char- 
acter and free choice. As the rabbis say, everything is 
in the hands of God but the fear of God. To free men 
and women, then, the Yom Kippur service brings this 
great challenge: “Behold, I set before thee this day 
life and good, death and evil . . . therefore choose life 


that ye may live.” 


But it should be noted that the life and good that are 
spoken >of here are purely a life and good on this planet 
and have nothing to do with the life beyond death. This 
of course is the total contradiction of that which is taught 
in the very law of God which the Jews supposedly hold. 

Rabbi Bernstein says that the Jew leaves the celebra- 

tion of Yom Kippur with a great sense of exaltation and 
sense of relief. He then states that four days afterward 
there is a great Feast of Tabernacles, which is a feast of 
oy. 
There seems to be no recognition of the real meaning of 
the Feast of Tabernacles as given in the Word of God. 
The twenty-third chapter of Leviticus sets forth the lists 
of the feasts which are of course followed today in Juda- 
ism, but there seems to be a total unawareness of their 
original meaning. 

This ignorance is further manifested in a statement by 
the Rabbi with reference to the other Jewish feasts: 


With winter come two holidays which dramatize a 
distinctive feature of Jewish experience. Chanukah 
and Purim tell with colorful ceremony of attempts to 
destroy the Jewish people and of the defeat of the 
persecutors. This recurring emphasis on oppression 
and its overthrow represents a people’s choice of what 
it wishes to remember. In this sense, as Thomas Mann 
has said, character is fate. The inner nature of the 
people leads it to select from its past that which is nec- 
essary for survival and for the perpetuation of its 
specific values. Thus memory shapes its destiny. So 
Jews have chosen to remember that always their faith 
and God’s justice have prevailed against oppressors— 
from the age of the pyramids of ancient Egypt to the 
gutted Reichschancellery in Berlin. 


Note again that the Rabbi puts the emphasis on “a peo- 
ple’s choice of what it wishes to remember.” And again 
“the inner nature of the people leads it to select from its 
past that which is necessary for survival.” There is no 
thought whatsoever of the commandment of God to keep 
the feasts. Rabbi Bernstein says that Purim, which usually 
falls in March is a folk tale almost devoid of religious 
meaning. The book of Esther, of course, gives us a true 
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The time for believing is always. 


Biblical meaning of the feast and it is not a folk tale de- 
void of religious meaning. It is a remarkable picture of 
God’s care for his people in the midst of the world, and 
the very survival of the Jewish nation is bound up in it. 
They do not know that God is taking care of them for a 
future purpose. But He knows and has written it down 
in His Book. 

One of the saddest paragraphs of Rabbi Bernstein is 
that concerning the Passover. He says: 


Perhaps even more than Chanukah and Purim, Pass- 
over is a festival of freedom, celebrating the liberation 
of the ancient Hebrews from Egyptian bondage. This 
first great mass emancipation in recorded history has 
always inspired not only the reverent memory of Jews 
but the imagination of all free mankind. On the 
American Liberty Bell are words not of Washington 
but of Moses: “Proclaim liberty throughout the land 
to all the inhabitants thereof.” It may be safely said 
that after this first great liberation men were never 
content again to be in chains. 


The fact that the very name Passover had to do with 
the angel passing over the house where the blood was put 
upon the doors it not even present in the mind of the 
Rabbi. The true meaning of Passover, of course, is re- 
demption by blood, and the whole idea is alien to the 
thought of the modern Jew who has abandoned the idea 
of blood sacrifice, even as it is found in his own law. 

Rabbi Bernstein continues: 

The profoundest meaning of Passover is something 
(Continued on page 42) 
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now know that 
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tross flies around 
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Sealed by the Spirit 





In our study of “Operation Heav- 
en,” the strategy of our great salva- 
tion, we have seen that we have been 
elected by the Father and redeemed by 
the Son. Now, we are to learn that we 
have been sealed by the Spirit. 

It is the Holy Spirit, the third per- 
son of the Godhead, who makes the 
work of the Son, as planned by the 
Father, effective in our hearts. Who is 
this person who has to do with us di- 
rectly? The answer is to be found in 
His names—the “Spirit of promise,” 
the “Holy Spirit.” 

In the farewell words of our blessed 
Lord to His disciples, just before He 
went to the cross, we find the promise 
given of the coming of the Spirit and 
the work that He should do. “And 
when that One has come, He shall re- 
prove the world concerning sin, and 
concerning righteousness, and con- 
cerning judgment. Concerning sin, be- 
cause they believe not on Me” (John 
16:8, 9). 








Mr. Keiper is Professor of Greek at the 
Bible institute of Pennsylvania. 

This is another of his studies in the epistle 
to the Ephesians. 


6 Christianity does not substitute faith for character. 


The Father having planned salva- 
tion, the Son having made salvation 
possible, the Spirit is to convince men 
that they need salvation. “To reprove 
the world of sin”—to prove again and 
again, that the world of men are sin- 
ners, not because they are bad, but be- 
cause they are not sufficiently good— 
good enough for God. The Lord Jesus 
died to make them “good enough.” 
The Spirit’s work is to make men see 
two things; that they are not “good 
enough” for God, that the work of 
Christ can make them righteous. 

How does the Spirit do this work? 
He does it by “the Word of truth, the 
Gospel of your salvation.” Here, 
again, we turn to our Divine Lord: 
“If any man wishes His (God’s) will 
to do, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it is from God, or whether I, 
myself, from myself, speak (John 7: 
17). 

As man is exposed to the Word, the 
Spirit takes that Word and begins to 
convince man that he is hearing the 
very Word of God, not the mere chat- 
tering of an oriental mystic but the 
very words of God Himself. The Spir- 
it, through the Word, appeals to the 
heart of man to fulfill the conditions 


By Ralph L. Keiper 


We read: “In whom also ye yourselves having 
heard the Word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, in whom. also, having believed, ye 
were sealed with the Spirit of promise, the 
Holy Spirit, who is the earnest of the inheritance, 
unto the redemption of the procured possession, 
to the praise of His glory” (Eph. 1:13, 14). 


of the Word. Man, as he listens, dis- 
covers that the conditions are beyond 
his ability. The Spirit with the Word 
of life and the Word of truth, hounds 
the heart of the sinner until he feels 
his need of Christ—the only Saviour. 
“Of sin, because they believe not on 
Me,” is the message, and with this 
message the Spirit plagues the heart of 
man. Finally, there comes the fulfill- 
ment of the promise: “So then, the 
faith comes from hearing, and the 
hearing from the word of Christ 
(Rom. 10:17 Gk.). 

Two terms are used which describe 
the Word of God. In our text, Ephe- 
sians 1:13, we have the “Word of 
truth.” Here, the term for word is 
logos, which has to do with thought— 
the content of the uttered word. What 
was the content? It was tle Gospel 
which saves. St. Jerome chooses to 
use the phrase verbum veritatis. Ver- 
bum, from which we have our English 
word “verb,” suggests action. The 
two ideas suggest to us the nature of 
the Word of God. 

In the Scriptures the thought of 
God is revealed, which thought issues 
in action—conviction of sin, life out 


of death. The Spirit takes the Word, 
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and as a skilled surgeon, operates on 
the human heart, bringing natural man 
into spiritual life. The importance of 
the Word of God to salvation is 
stressed by the apostle in his use of the 
second term for word in Romans 10: 
17. Here we have rhema instead of 
logos. Paul places the emphasis on the 
uttered word—the vehicle which car- 
ries the thought. It is not words about 
God that bring faith, but it is THE 
worD. Thus, in the mind of the apos- 
tle Paul, the Bible is the VERY worD of 
God as well as being the VERY 
THOUGHT of God. 

We should expect the Holy Spirit to 
use the Word, for this is what our 
Lord promised. “But when that One 
comes, the Spirit of Truth, He shall 
guide you into the Truth, all Truth, 
for He shall not speak from Himself, 
but whatsoever He hears He shall 
speak, and the One who is coming 
shall report to you, that One shall 
glorify Me, because out of Me He 
shall take and report to you.” In so far 
as the Word is concerned, the Holy 
Spirit is the Reporter of the good 
news, from the heart of Christ to the 
heart of the sinner. The Word is truth, 
which removes the lie; the Word is 
life, which recalls from death; the 
Word is the way, which leads to the 
throne of grace. Hear the message of 
the Spirit! Take the promise of the 
Word! Come to the throne where the 
Lord is waiting! You who are afar 
off, draw nigh. Jesus has died. You 
may live! You may live now! You 
may live forever! 

We continue in our text. “In whom 
also, having believed, ye were sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise.” 

“Ye were sealed with the Spirit.” 
What does this mean? A seal, in old- 
en days, had to do with ownership. 
Documents had their seals, there were 
seals on coins, rings had their signets. 
A seal signified that the thing sealed 
was approved. As believers we have 
been sealed. We have been possessed. 
We have been approved. Now the seal 
upon documents was usually a wax 
wafer with an imprinted crest. In 
time, with much handling, the seal 
might become quite worn, losing its 
value. But you and I, as redeemed be- 
lievers, have not only been sealed, but 
our seal is the Holy Spirit Himself. 
Sealed by the Spirit, how wonderful! 
We are not sealed by a thing, we are 
sealed by a Person. Therein is the 
possibility of fellowship, the possibil- 
ity of communication, the possibility 
of “being led into all truth.” 

As our Seal, the Holy Spirit tells 
us that we are owned of God: “For the 
Spirit Himself witnesses with our 
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-to face. But not only 


spirit that we are born ones of God” 
(Rom. 8:16). Our seal, the Holy 
Spirit, tells us we are approved: “We 
are to the praise of His glory” (Eph. 
1:14). And because of the nature of 


our Seal, we can sing: 


Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine, 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His 
blood. 


Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my 
sight; 
Angels descending, bring from above, 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 


When were we sealed? Did the 
Spirit wait upon our hearing of the 
Word, and did He await our decision 
to accept what we had heard before 
He would seal us? If He had, we 
would be unsealed today! The text 
does not teach that our sealing was de- 
termined by our decisions; but that 
the sealing began with our hearing, as 
evidenced by the Word bringing life 
to our hearts. 

The verb “sealed” in the original 
text points out that this sealing was a 
once for all act. It is not that “we 
are being sealed,” but that “we were 
sealed.” The past tense emphasizes 
the finality of the fact of our sealing. 

The Holy Spirit, as our Seal, not 
only witnesses to God’s ownership of 
us, and our acceptance with Him, but 
He also is our earnest. That is to say, 
He previews for us the things that are 
to be. He reports to us the things that 
the Lord has for us in the glory, to- 
kens of which we experience day by 
day, as our earnest, the Holy Spirit 
makes them known to 
us. The term “earnest” 


coming day. He tells us: “Since born 


ones, then also heirs, heirs of God, 
on the one hand, and on the other, 
joint heirs with Jesus Christ” (Rom. 
8:17). 

As the children of God, we have be- 
come His heirs. All that He possesses 
we now share with Him. Indeed, we 
are co-heirs with Christ. Some day we 
shall appreciate this in its fulness, but 
now, through our earnest, we can 
move into the privileges by reason of 
the token. Some day, we shall be as 
we should be—finished in our sanc- 
tity—resplendent in His grace. But 
now, our earnest, works out in us the 
tokens of what we shall be: “For the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
long suffering, kindness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, self control, against 
these things there is no law” (Gal. 
5:22, 23). 

In fellowship with the Spirit, we 
daily experience the transforming pow- 
er of His work. Daily our hearts turn 
from the world to the Word, and with 
the Spirit of Truth as our teacher, we 
lift our eyes to Him, who saved us by 
His blood. We yearn for the day when 
we shall be like Him. But the Spirit 
now, enables us to “taste the tester” 
of that which is to be. Once “.. . ye 
have tasted that the Lord is gracious” 
(1 Pet. 2:3) you will not be satisfied 
with the tastes of the world. One may 
say, “This is wonderful! But, for how 
long are we sealed? For how long is 
the Spirit our earnest?” The answer 
is given in our text: “unto the redemp- 
tion of the procured possession” (Eph. 
1:14). 

Never need we fear about our Seal 
becoming unstuck. He is not that kind 
of seal. He is an eternal Seal. He has 
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means a token of that 
which is to come here- 
after. My grandmother 
used to bake ginger 
cake and she would 
make a “tester” in the 
lid of a baking powder 
can. When it was cool, 
we were permitted to 
taste the tester which 
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us what our final des- 


In an experiment the Chi- 
cago Police Crime Detec- 


tion Laboratory gave seven 
Smith college professors four 
samples of their own signa- 


with no attempt at imita- 
tion. Only one man iden- 


tures: one being genuine, 
fs one an expert forgery, one 
mite a tracing, and one written 


nongenuine. 
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to us of the things cated by the 


able promise of God? If you can do it, 


that shall be, He gives you will know the joy of which our Lord spoke when he told 
to us tokens of that His disciples to rejoice that their names were written in Heaven. 


Christianity makes faith the foundation of character. 7 

















HIGH INTEREST AND 
DIVIDENDS 


There are approximately one hun- 
dred and thirty thousand Protestant 
ministers in full time service and 
another fifty thousand who earn their 
living in secular pursuits and preach 
onthe side. All these men are con- 
fronted :by the urgent deadline of 
eleven o’clock Sunday morning with 
the same old audience wanting to be 
spiritually fed. We believe that the 
vast majority of them are sincere, 
zealous, faithful and eager to see the 
blessing of God fall upon their work. 
But we know that most of them live 
far from good libraries, especially 
from those with material on Bible 
study and sermon helps. And the 
Sunday deadline is coming up every 
seven days. 

We tell any minister that if he can’t 
get a dozen sermon suggestions and 
a hundred sermon illustrations out of 
twelve issues of ETERNITY, we will give 
him his money back. That would 
make a sermon idea cost about twelve 
cents and a good story a cent and a 
half. 


When Eternity began, one man 
gave us a thousand dollars to send the 
magazine to ministers in his denomi- 
nation and got a business friend to 
duplicate that gift. Another family 
paid to send ETerniry to all the theo- 
logical students in the schools of their 
denomination. 


A friend in a large city had the pub- 
lic relations manager of his corpora- 
tion get the lists of all ministers of 
every denomination, colored and white, 
in some twenty counties, and he paid 





NEXT MONTH 


The Editor writes on the two 
* genealogies of our Lord. 
A. Rendle Short 


The Virgin Birth. A study of 
the basis of the Church’s belief 
in this doctrine. 











8 Christ makes our life a great and significant thing. 





the bill. Even a Roman Catholic priest 
got on the list by error! 

At the beginning of such a subscrip- 
tion we write a letter to the minister, 
telling him how he can use the maga- 
zine, practically, in his work, and near 
the end of his year send another letter 
telling him that he is not going to get 
ETERNITY beyond his expiration date, 
and asking him to renew for himself. 

The importance of this system is 
that it strengthens the local minister 
and puts truth where a member of the 
congregation is most likely to listen to 
it—from his own church, his own pul- 
pit, at 11 o’clock Sunday morning 
when he is most likely to take it. 

We would like someone with an oil 
well to send us four hundred thousand 
dollars to do the whole list, but we 
doubt if many of you have oil wells, 
so we want you to send us just a thou- 
sand, or a hundred, or twenty, or ten, 
or one. We have lists of ministers 
with tens of thousands of names, and 
whether your gift will put this maga- 
zine on one or a thousand desks, we 
believe that it will create high interest 
and bring in real dividends that you 
will reap in Heaven. Let us help you 
make some friends by means of your 
mammon of unrighteousness. Send 
your check to ETernity (a non-profit 
corporation) Box 2000, Philadelphia 
3, Pennsylvania. 


BALLROOM RELIGION 


In many cities there are little groups 
that have “religious” services in the 
ballroom of hotels on a Sunday 
morning or afternoon. In almost 
every case it is a kind of Christian 
Science, creedless, amorphous, satis- 
fying those who refuse the Scriptures 
and salvation by the atonement pro- 
vided by Christ. Mrs. Eddy and the 
Boston committee made a mint of 
money from their form of ballroom 
religion, which has been well de- 
scribed by Peabody in his book which 
Christian Scientists hate, “The Re- 
ligio-Medical Masquerade.” 

In Kansas City a man and his wife 
living in down-at-the-heels fashion 
started a ballroom cult a few years 
ago, renting their chairs from the firm 
of which Dr. Walter Wilson is a mem- 
ber, and they explained at the time 
that they could not pay the rental on 


the chairs until they had taken their 
offering. That meeting flowered into 
“Unity” which has grossed more than 
a million dollars for its founders. 


In Moscow, Idaho, a man hit the 
financial jack-pot by giving a mail- 
order twist to the business, under the 
name of “Psychiana.” In Los Angeles 
it came out as “The Ascended Mas- 
ters,” or the “I Am” cult. 


We have recently been handed an 
order of service for a similar cult 
which is holding forth in Town Hall, 
New York on Sunday mornings. The 
measure of these cults can be found in 
the hymns printed on the sheet. Their 
doxology reads: 


Praise God that good is everywhere, 
where, 

Praise to the Love we all may share 

The Life that thrills in you and me, 

Praise to the Truth that sets us 
free. 


There is, of course, no Trinity, for 
there is no Lord Jesus Christ in these 
cults, and their chief hatred is the 
doctrine of salvation by the blood. So, 
instead of singing, “All hail the power 
of Jesus’ name; Let angels prostrate 
fall,” the cult sings: 


All hail the power of Truth to save 
from error’s binding thrall, 

Let joyful songs of praise abound, 
for God is all in all. 


And the great hymn of God’s sov- 
ereignty, instead of “O worship the 
King, all glorious above,” becomes, 
“OQ worship God’s Mind, all-glorious 
above.” 


The order of service includes a sec- 
tion on “Meditation and Treatment,” 
so there is probably a healing angle to 
the cult. That is always good for a 
few more followers who are unable to 
find medical treatment that heals them. 
Under this section there is a heading 
“Silence,” and then meditation on the 
statement: “Where I am God is, and 
I rest in complete right action.” Self 
into God, and self worshipped: that is 
the key to all of the religions of the 
ball-rooms, from Boston to Los An- 
geles and back again. 


CHECKING UP 


A great deal of the work of an Edi- 
tor consists in checking up. Scores of 
magazines come across my desk and 
hundreds of stories, incidents and il- 
lustrations. Most are automatically 
discarded.. But sometimes there comes 
a paragraph that is arresting and I 
think of how it may become useful to 
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our readers. Then comes the process 


- of checking up. 


A year or so ago, in reading an 
evangelical weekly, published in New 
York, I came across a startling para- 
graph which stated that a high official 
in the liquor industry had made a 
statement that if liquor sales were to 
be increased the industry had to com- 
bat the circulation of the Bible, be- 
cause the Bible was the greatest ob- 
stacle to the sale of liquor. Frankly 
it sounded fishy to me. I couldn’t 
imagine any man with the brains suf- 
ficient to be a business executive mak- 
ing such a target of himself in sheer 
folly. So I began checking up. I wrote 
a letter to the editor of the paper ask- 
ing him where he had found the ar- 
ticle. He referred me to a certain issue 
of a religious paper published in Cin- 
cinnati. The editor of that paper 
wrote me that he had clipped it from 
a fundamental paper published in 
Berne, Indiana. The editor of that 
paper wrote me that it had come from 
the columns of a fundamental paper 
published in Wichita, Kansas. The 
editor of that paper wrote me that he 
was unable to give me the source of 
the item. Time was on his side, ,of 
course, as the four magazines men- 
tioned had appeared at intervals quite 
widely separated, and the first one was 
twenty months in the past by the time 
we caught up with it. I am inclined 
to believe that some liar made the thing 
up out of whole cloth and published it 
somewhere to fill up a few inches of 
space. There is altogether too much 
of that sort of thing. There are, of 
course, many honest editors but there 
are some dishonest ones. 


Even more, however, are indiscrimi- 
nating. Another religious periodical 
recently used as a “sermon illustra- 
tion,” the supposed fact that out of the 
ninety-odd elements that are to be 
found in the table of chemical ele- 
ments, the fourteen elements that are 
found in the body of a human being 
are the fourteen that are found in dust, 
and that this is a proof of the accura- 
cy of the Bible, and that man was 
made out of dust. I was curious and 
submitted the item to Professor 
Thomas Durant, of the Temple Uni- 
versity Medical School, and himself on 
the editorial staff of one of the leading 
medical journals. He wrote me as fol- 
lows: “It is true that most soil con- 
tains all of the chemical elements found 
in the body. This is not surprising 
to anyone since it contains a large 


amount of organic matter derived from - 


its vast content of plant, bacterial, and 
animal life. However, the most com- 
mon element in soil is silicon which 
constitutes 60% of the earth’s crust. 
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This element does not occur in the 
body except under pathological cir- 
cumstances in which it is inhaled as a 
part of the dust which constitutes an 
occupational hazard in mining and 
certain other types of work. The sec- 
ond most common element in the soil 
is aluminum and this one too does not 
exist normally in the body. If it en- 
ters the gastro-intestinal tract for any 
reason, it is entirely rejected by the 
absorption mechanism of the intestinal 
mucosa. Hence, the statement quoted 
is entirely false in its implications and 
should not be used as a supposed 
scientific ‘confirmation’ of the Bible.” 


Christians should be very careful of 
the stories they tell and of their meth- 
ods of argument. The Word is its 
own best defender and its own best ex- 





Dr. Barnhouse is driving to 
the Pacific Coast for Bible Con- 
ferences next February after meet- 
ings in the Southeast. Anyone 
who could open the door for 
meetings in Oklahoma, Texas, 
Arizona, or New Mexico the last 
week of January or the first week 
of February please communicate 
with him at once at Box 2000, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. Engagements 
for one or two nights only in 
each place will be accepted with- 
out regard to the size of the town 
but entirely on the basis of a 
day’s driving schedule. 











positor. But we would like our read- 
ers to know that, while we are fallible, 
we make every effort to be very accu- 
rate, so that you may quote us with 
confidence. 


SOUTHERN EXPOSURE 


In the book of Ezekiel there is a 
wonderful prophecy of the kingdom 
age and the glories of that time. There 
is a description of the temple of God 
and its surroundings. In the midst of 
the description there is a beautiful 
phrase about the apartments of the 
singers: “Without the inner gate were 
the chambers of the singers . . . and 
their prospect was toward the south” 
(Ezek. 40:44). Southern Exposure! 
Their life was the life of song and 
their chambers were filled with the 
sunshine of God. When they looked 
out their windows they could see the 
landscape, drenched with beauty, and 


this was conducive to praise. 


Every plan must be laid at His feet. 


_ In the early chapters of First Chron- 
icles there is a beautiful passage con- 
cerning the singers in the temple of 
God. The Revised Version translates 
it: “And these are the singers, heads 
of fathers’ houses of the Levites, who 
dwell in the chambers and were free 
from other service; for they were em- 
ployed in their work day and night. 
These were heads of fathers’ houses of 
the Levites, throughout their genera- 
tions, chief men: these dwelt at Jeru- 
salem” (1 Chron. 9:33, 34). These 
are men who have finished the course 
of their active life. They are the old 
men; the men who have reached the 
age of being heads of the various divi- 
sions of the Levites. They were now 
retired and God gave them a pleasant 
place to live. They were always in 
Jerusalem, city of God. Their apart- 
ments joined on to the sanctuary, and 
judging from the passage in Ezekiel, 
it is more than probable that they had 
the southern exposure also. They had 
the sunshine of God, they dwelt near 
His house, and their service was the 
ministry of song, day and night. 

There is something precious to think 
of these elderly men, serving God in 
their declining years. God does not 
hear music as we hear it. Others may 
have thought that the days of their 
robust song were ended, and that these 
old men would have voices, slightly 
querulous, and cracking before the 
difficulties of some of the music. But 
their song was precious to God, and 
He let them live next His house and 
gave them the southern exposure. 
Youth may do better, but youth lacks 
experience. The older men had long 
walked in the ways of God and their 
voices were the true voices of experi- 
ence. They knew the meaning of true 
praise, and glorified God. Here was 
thanksgiving indeed. 

In prison Paul and Silas “prayed 
and sang praises unto God, and the 
prisoners heard them” (Acts 16:25). 
There was southern exposure at mid- 
night; there was a jail filled with the 
sunshine of God’s blessings. Their 
backs were lacerated with the scourge 
and they were in circumstances that 
called for weeping, as far as the world 
is concerned. They were not even 
facing toward the frigid north; they 
were in the darkness of the world’s 
midnight. But the darkness and the 
light are both alike to our God (Psa. 
139:12). Happy the men who learn 
this truth and bring the sunlight of 
God into the chambers of their dwell- 
ing, always looking out on the southern 
prospect which God has given us, 
wherein we dwell by Him and sing His 
praises day and night. 











The Master and His Men—Philip 


By }. STUART HOLDEN 


Philip was not, by a long way, a 
man in the front rank of the Twelve. 
A significant fact is that neither Mat- 
thew, Mark, nor Luke give him a single 
mention, beyond recording his name 
as one of the group called by Christ to 
be His associates and apostles. Most 
likely this was because Philip’s life and 
record were not such as to make any 
special impression upon them. They 
must have known him, directly or in- 
directly; but there was nothing of out- 
standing importance about him which, 
from their point of view, called for 
mention. 

John alone, the purpose of whose 
Gospel is to exhibit Christ in contact 
with men and women, says anything of 
Philip. In addition to the incident of 
his first meeting with Christ, and its 
immediate outcome in the persuasion 
of Nathanael, he tells us only three 
things about him. But on this very ac- 
count, that he was an ordinary, rather 
than an outstanding member of the 
band, the story of his apostleship has 
an arresting interest for us who are, 
ourselves, men and women of ordinary 
caliber, of low spiritual voltage, and of 
limited range of opportunity. What is 
told of him, and the plain, unforced 
deduction which may be drawn from 
what is told, have a meaning for us 
which is unmistakable, and an appli- 
cation which is unavoidable. So we 
consider him as first mentioned in 
John 1:43-6. 

He was, in all likelihood, a disciple 
of John Baptist; and was the first fash 
to be directly called by Christ to fol- 
low Him. Tradition identifies him with 
the man who said, “Suffer me first to 
bury my father” —an answer which is 
certainly not a plea for the carrying 
out of an inescapable obligation, but 
rather a pretext for delay. If that be 
so, it helps us see the deliberateness 
and depth of his ultimate choice; and 
at the same time gives an indication of 
his character. Under Christ’s per- 





The late J. Stuart Holden was for many years 
Vicar of St. Paul's, Portman Square, London. 


10 Because we are justified, we are to be holy. 











suasiveness he gave in! For it is evi- 
dent that he was a slow — almost a 
dull — witted man; a man who liked 
to look well before he leapt, indeed the 
kind of man who is disposed to look 
so long that he is often dissuaded from 
leaping at all; a dull man, prosaic for 
the most part, strictly matter-of-fact, 
and unlikely, at any time, to let emo- 
tion, ecstasy or feelings of any kind, 
run away with him; a man himself in- 
capable of anything like exuberance, 
and impatient of those who might ex- 
hibit it. He might have been the tire- 
some kind of man who must “have 
things down in black and white” as 
though that makes them any the more 
trustworthy! Yet he was the kind of 
man who is unlikely to be enticed away 
once he’s committed. All this, and 
more, comes out in the recorded in- 
cidents of his three years with Christ. 

It comes out at the very beginning. 
At once, on coming into contact with 


Christ, he communicates his discovery 
to his friend Nathanael, and in terms 
so precise as to make it .clear that 
already he has become sure of his 
ground. His respect for the Law and 
Prophets had to be satisfied; and it is 
strictly in order when we infer that 
his first days with Jesus were spent in 
the Old Testament—with its Living 
Theme as his Guide. Yet he soon came 
to know he was on solid ground, the 
sort of ground a man who knows he 
has to worship God with all his mind 
must have. Philip is the man who not 
only must know, but must have reasons 
for his certainty and his hope. And, 
by the same token, he can understand 
and enter into the mental difficulties of 
others. When he can’t answer their 
questions he knows who can, and isn’t 
afraid to propose to them the test of 
experience. He can say, “Come and 
see” because he has come and seen! 
Such an one may be unsure about a 
good many things, he may be spiritual- 
ly “slow on the uptake”; but he always 
knows whom he has _believed—and 
why! And he is always a helper of the 
faith of others; until they come to their 
own certainty, they can always lean on 
him, and he does not let them down. 

Philip comes into the center of the 
picture when the hungry crowds on the 
hillside have either to be fed or dis- 
persed (John 6:5-7). It was to him 
that Jesus put the question “Whence 
shall we buy bread, that these may eat? 
And this He said to prove him.” It 
was part of the Master’s training of 
His men that they should come to 
know themselves; and in this instance 
this was the inevitable result with 
Philip. His answer was self-revealing ; 
his apprehension of Christ’s power was 
altogether deficient. 

Fancy talking of two hundred penny- 
worth when He is at hand! Here was 
practicality in the saddle riding him 
right out of the zone of the miraculous! 
His temperament got in the way of his 
faith. He really knew too much arith- 
metic to be adventurous. Safety first: 
common sense first: facts first: all 
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these controlling considerations in such 
an issue revealed the man, and must 
be finally and forever discredited in 
his own eyes if he is to be the Master’s 
man in the wide-opening service of the 
Kingdom. And this Christ brings about 
by the miracle, i.e., by being Himself. 
Philip learned something that day 
about his own wooden unimaginative- 
ness which ought to have been posi- 
tively recreative. So close does nature 
cling to us, however, that it was not. 
The self in any of us dies hard. 


The next mention of Philip is in 
connection with the request of the 
Greeks to interview Jesus (John 12:20- 
22). And here it is amazing that he 
should have answered. them as he did, 
but for the fact that he was the man 
he was. Again the cautious, “ca’ 
canny” spirit of the man moves him to 
discourage those eager seekers. One 
can almost hear him say, “I’m not 
quite sure if it could be arranged!” 
Inwardly he was not quite sure how 
far it was wise to encourage this sort 
of thing. He foresaw new complica- 
tions being added to. those already ex- 
isting. It is not difficult to imagine the 
less self-bound Andrew, to whom he 
told his misgivings, “Away, man! 
Don’t you know the Master better than 
that? I thought we'd all learnt to- 
gether on the hill-side that to send folk 
away is the last policy He ever favors. 
This coming of these Greeks is no ca- 
lamity! It’s the finest encouragement 
the Master and the movement has had 
yet!” And it shows what manner of 
spirit Philip was of, that he went along 
with Andrew and told Jesus! He may 
be slow but he is not stubborn—he 
may be quite awkwardly humdrum in 
mind, but he is not obstinate. His 
brilliance may never set the Jordan on 
fire, but a willingness to be led on will 
cause the fire to kindle in his own 
heart ere long. There is great hope for 
Philip in spite of his limitations. Would 
that there was the same hope for some 
of us! 

Then in the Upper Room after the 
sacred pledges had been given and 
taken, and Jesus had told them of the 
Father’s home and of His will and His 
love, Philip shows himself to be just a 
man of earnest aspiration but dull ap- 
prehension, when he breaks in with, 
“Lord, show us the Father” (John 14: 
8). “The one thing that will satisfy me 
is some evidence I can see for myself. 
I find it hard just to walk by faith!” 
What could have been more devastat- 
ing than the Master’s query “Have I 
been so long time with you, and yet 
hast thou not known Me”? Or, what 
could be more finally assuring than His 
complete definition of His ministry, 
which was to stand Philip (and the 
entire Christian Church in all ages) in 
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good stead in coming days, “He that 
hath seen Me hath seen the Father”? 
Not with God and Christ, (which idea 
has given rise to all kinds of confusion 
—of legalistic theories of strictness 
placated by sacrifices of angry power 
overcome by gentle pity, etc.) but with 
God in Christ. 

Well, that’s the man the Master 
found! The kind of man He adjudged 
as being both suitable for His purpose 
and agreeable to His desire for com- 
radeship. Truly He did not come to 
find perfection in any one, but to set 
all who would in the way of it. And 
He has a wonderful way, all His own, 
of making the best of a man. Just as 
when loaves were given to Him He 
gave them back, a far bigger store of 
bread, so with life. We give it to Him 
and He gives it back to us, a bigger, 
fuller, richer life for its dedicaiton. 
And whatever may be its ordinariness, 
or its idiosyncrasies, or its tempera- 
mental limitations, He can find some 
value in every life that yields to His 
solicitation and is willing to be with 
Him and to be sent forth. When you 
are tempted to self-accusing and self- 
depreciation, think of Philip. 

So far as we know he never achieved 
greatness, nor even conspicuous dis- 
tinction. Endued with power from on 
high, along with the 


ment of some petty provincial commu- 
nity. Nothing of sufficiently outstand- 
ing, important, or spectacular interest 
was evidently associated with it, noth- 
ing worth chronicling as being of 
strategic influence in the work of the 
kingdom. But there Christ used him; 
there he most evidently lived and 
wrought with such fidelity as to quali- 
fy him for one of the twelve thrones 
and to have his name engraved on one 
of the City’s foundation stones. 

What would the Christian Church 
and the Christian cause be without its 
Philips, those whose experience of 
Christ is of the plain, simple, unro- 
mantic order? What would the 
churches be without those who are not 
completely enthusiastic (certainly not 
volubly so!) but who are painstakingly 
loyal, scrupulously honest, downright 
sincere, who may not be fast movers, 
but who are steady, reliable workers, 
who may not show much eagerness to 
embrace every new thing before its 
worth is tested, but whose dogged de- 
votion to the old things is a thing to 
depend on and marvel at? 

A clear, cautious head does not 
necessarily indicate a cold heart; nor 
is thoroughness (thorough going- 
ness!) a mark of impiety. On the con- 

(Continued on page 47) 





rest at Pentacost, so far 
as actual record goes, 
he passes into obscur- 
ity, (for of course, he is 
not to be confused 
with Philip the Dea- 
con). Tradition as- 
cribes to him evangel- 
istic labors in Northern 
Syria and ultimate 
martyrdom, but the 











Acts of the Apostles 
contain no mention of 











him; no miracles, no 
sermons moving multi- 
tudes to repentance, no 
missionary journeys, 
no epistles to churches 
in whose formation he 





had taken part; noth- 
ing of that order is as- 
sociated with his name. 
The Spirit of God evi- 
dently invested him 
with power for the 
heroism of ordinary, 
unexciting, and, it may 
be, monotonous Chris- 
tian life and witness; 
for membership (prob- 
ably leadership) in a 


small renownless 


“church, carrying out 


its ministry of worship 
and evangelism in the 
uninspiring environ- 


The pressure of water at a 
depth of forty fathoms, or 
240 feet, is so great that 
it will not only prevent a 
cork from rising to the sur- 
face, but will compress it 
into a small, hard pellet. 
Perhaps the reason that 
you are so often bobbing 
about on the surface of 
things is that you have 
never been willing to go 
down into the depths with 
God where you can be es- 
tablished, strengthened, and 
settled (1 Pet. 5:10) with 
Him. 


We are justified that we might be holy. 

















November 1 


AND ABRAM WENT UP OUT OF EGYPT 
(13:1) 


Our God is the God of the second oppor- 
tunity—and the seventy-second. We can al- 
ways begin afresh with the God of grace. 
We are the people of God and Abraham is 
the father of all who believe. God’s dealings 
with him are a pattern of what we may 
expect from our Father. We often find 
ourselves in Egypt and God is always wait- 
ing for us to return. He creates difficulties 
for us in Egypt so that we may long for the 
grapes of the land and the blessings of His 
communion. Swine-husks are often the hors 
d'oeuvres for the fatted calf. There is only 
one way to get back into the will of God 
and that is to go back to the very cause 
of your departure, confess it, forsake it, and 
return to the place of fellowship. 


LORD, MAKE THE WORLD TASTELESS FOR 
US. 


November 2 
AND ABRAM WAS VERY RICH (13:3) 


The Devil might have complained to God 
that Abram was faithful only because he 
was blessed, but now there begins the 
story of the man who had riches and who 
despised them. Abram’s eyes were on the 
stars and the promises while the things of 
earth would be increasingly worthless to 
him. There will be many examples that 
show his disdain of earthly possessions. 
This will ever be the mark of the man who 
has seen the Lord and who is following 
in the paths of righteousness. The rich 
man is not told to abandon his wealth, 
but that he is not to be high-minded nor 
trust in uncertain riches (1 Tim. 6.17). 
When your salary goes up, let your love of 
money go down. 


LORD, GIVE US THINE OWN SENSE OF 
VALUES. 


November 3 


AND HE WENT... EVEN TO BETHEL 
(13.3) 


Our minds remember the familiar words, 
“He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness for His name’s 
sake” (Psa. 23:3). All Christians get out 
of the will of God at some time, and many 
remain out for long periods. That is why 
God has given us such minute details of 
His process of restoration. Jacob had to 
return from Padan-aram, Moses lost the 
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way in Midian, David fouled himself with 
lust and blood, Jonah ran from the service 
of God, Peter denied the Lord with oaths 
and cursings, Thomas was loud in his 
doubting, Paul shaved his head and was 
ready to have a Jewish sacrifice offered for 
sins. These are horrible examples, and you 
and I may be added to the list. But, thank 
God, Bethel is always where we left it. 


LORD, BRING US BACK. 


November 4 


THE ALTAR WHICH HE HAD MADE 
THERE AT THE FIRST (13.4) 


Abraham had to retrace his steps. He 
had to go back to the place where his tent 
had been at the beginning. The picture 
of the grace of God is wonderful, but the 
thought of the lost time is fearful. The re- 
turn journey is always obligatory. To the 
church that had left its first love God said, 
Remember therefore from whence thou art 
fallen (the place of communion) and re- 
pent, and do the first works (Rev. 2:5). 
Every day away from the altar of commu- 
nion is a wasted day. How solemn is the 
word of God to the Nazarite, “He shall 
consecrate unto the Lord the days of his 
separation, and shall bring a lamb . . . but 
the days that were before shall be lost, be- 
cause his separation was defiled” (Num. 
6:12). How unspeakably solemn. How 
many lost days will you have in your cal- 
endar? 


LORD, KEEP US CLOSE. 


November 5 


ABRAM CALLED ON THE NAME OF 
THE LORD (13:4) 


It is certain that Abraham had little 
knowledge of the meaning of the name 
Jehovah, for God flatly states that Abraham 
did not know Him by that name (Ex. 6:3) . 
God had promised a Deliverer and man 
had been looking for a deliverer. There is 
a great deal of difference between a capital 
letter and a small letter. They knew that 
a jehovah was coming but they did not 
know that it was to be Jehovah, God Him- 
self. But Abraham, who knew God by His 
name of God Almighty was presenting the 
idea of grace and redemption to God in 
his prayers, and was trusting in God alone. 
What a blessing that God does not reward 
us according to our intelligence but ac- 


Peace is God handling life for us. 


cording to His grace. Any smallest groping 
in His direction finds Him there. 


LORD, REVEAL THYSELF MORE AND 
MORE. 


! November 6 
AND LOT ALSO HAD FLOCKS (13:5) 


The narrative will show that Abraham 
had flocks but the flocks did not have him, 
while Lot had flocks and the flocks pos- 
sessed him. It is a terrible thing when a 
Christian is possessed by his possessions. 
The love of money is the root of all evil 
(1 Tim. 6:10). Lot will be in Heaven, be- 
cause he was justified (2 Pet. 2:7), but he 
is the father of all the mean-minded, close- 
fisted, money-loving men who put things 
before God. His story, as it will unfold 
before us, will be one of sadness and loss. 
He will be saved, yet so as by fire, with all 
his works burned away (1 Cor. 3:15). It is 
possible to be in Heaven without a crown 
(Rev. 3:11; 1 Cor. 9:27). That is why God 
exhorts us to take heed, and to beware. 


LORD, MAY WE NOT TRADE OUR REWARD 
FOR THINGS. 


November 7 


THE LAND WAS NOT ABLE TO BEAR 
THEM (13:6) 


Abraham now obeys a great principle of 
New Testament love. “Look not every man 
on his own things, but every man also on 
things of others” (Phil. 2:4). It is the un- 
selfish thing to do, but it shows that the 
life of Christ is within us when we do this. 
Abraham resembled the Lord Jesus Christ 
in this action of his, “who came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give His life a ransom for many” (Mt. 20: 
28). Abraham was immediately visited by 
God when this scene was completed, was 
given renewed promises and sent in to the 
actual possession of all that he saw. So it 
is that everyone of Abraham's. children, 
every true believer, who will deny himself 
for the sake of the Lord, will receive pres- 
ent consolation and eternal joy. 


LORD, MAKE US UNSELFISH. 


November 8 
THEY COULD NOT DWELL TOGETHER 
(13:6) 


Only so many sheep can graze to an acre, 
so something must give when there are two 
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flocks néarby. ‘There was, of course, land 
enough and. pasture enough if they had 
separated, and this separation, which 
should have taken place back in Ur of the 
Chaldees (Gen. 12:1) will now become ef- 
fective. God is teaching us to be like 
Abraham, and we will have to put Him be- 
fore even ties of blood. Let us learn to 
look at all circumstances as coming from 
the ministering heart of God. Herein lies 
much of the meaning of the ordinary round 
of life. God is using details to test us, to 
manifest our weaknesses, and lead us to 
places of strength. 


LORD, MAY WE SEE THE LESSONS THAT 
WE MUST LEARN. 


November 9 


THERE WAS A STRIFE BETWEEN THE 
HERDMEN (13:7) 


Lot’s meanness was being communicated 
to his servants. They knew what would 
please him. The land belonged to Abraham 
by divine gift; Lot was there by sufferance, 
and against the directive will of God. If 
Abraham will let him, he will be a drag on 
the old saint. Since these verses are the 
first in the Bible that mention wealth they 
are very important. If riches are rightly 
obtained, held as belonging to God and 
used as stewards before Him they are 
right. But if they are falsely gained, held 
as belonging to self and used for self they 
are wrong. Lot’s riches are becoming the 
occasion of strife. Since he is a believer, he 
will have to be taught by losing them all. 
A faithful God will see that they are taken 
away from him. 


LORD, EVER REMIND US THAT WE ARE 
TRUSTEES. 


November 10 


THE CANAANITE AND THE PERIZZITE 
(13:7) 


It is a sad thing when the heathen that 
are round about us are able to see and 
know the difficulties between Christians. 
Abraham arid Lot had come into the land 
by the leading of the true God, and a 
promise had been given of blessing for all 
the families of the earth, but now the 
strife between the two believers causes 
these natives to see a life that is not unlike 
their own. It is wrong when Christians 
cause the name of the Lord to be blas- 
phemed among the Gentiles because they 
are not willing to abandon their differences 
and allow brotherly Jcve to dominate. How 
many people there are who will never 
listen to what any believer will say be- 
cause of what some believers are. 


LORD, GIVE US A GOOD WITNESS BEFORE 
THE WORLD. 


November 11 
LET THERE BE NO STRIFE (13:8) 


Servants lead little lives and fight over 
little things. But such strife can spread as 
when water is let out of a dam: the 
breach is small to begin with but can be- 
come a flood. Therefore God says, “The 
beginning of strife is as when one letteth 
out water; therefore leave off contention 
before there is quarreling” (Prov. 17:14). 
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Abraham has recovered from the faithless- 
ness that drove him to Egypt when there 
was famine, and is ready to retire to the 
hills if necessary in order. to have peace. 
It takes two to make a quarrel. The one 
who is willing to give in, even when in the 
right as Abraham was, is the one who truly 
wins in the end. 


LORD, MAY WE BE PEACEMAKERS. 


November 12 
FOR WE BE BRETHREN (13:8) 


Abraham, as the leader, as the elder, as 
the one to whom God had given the prom- 
ises, might have pointed to his “rights,” 
but he abandoned them all. He had learned 
the great lesson that the only “right” we 
have is the right to go to Hell where we 
belong by nature. Everything else is grace. 
The one who has understood this will 
never be trying to maintain his honor and 
his rights. He was ready to take the place 
of an inferior, rightly judging that conde- 
scension is the truest honor, and that to be 
the servant of all is to be most like our 
Lord. The mark of a true believer is the 
love of the brethren (1 John 3:13). Our 
“rights” are always safe with God. 


LORD, GIVE US THE EXALTATION OF 
LOWLINESS. 


November 13 


IS NOT THE WHOLE LAND BEFORE 
THEE? (13:9) 


From the beginning Abraham has walked 
with God. But of Lot this is never written; 
it is emphasized, even, that Lot walked 
with Abraham (12:4; 13:1, 5, etc.). The 
time of separation has now come. Abra- 
ham represents the spiritual man, Lot is 
representative, in his choice, of the natural 
man. If faith is to advance, there must be 
a separation between the two, and it is 
faith that must leave the choice to the nat- 
ural, which will always look at things and 
never at God. The ground of this separa- 
tion is not Egypt, for true separation unto 
God does not take place while we are in 
the world, but after we are back at the 
altar, determined to go with God. 


LORD, SEPARATE US TO THYSELF. 


November 14 
SEPARATE THYSELF FROM ME (13:9) 


The man who is going to live for the 
world cannot tolerate the presence of the 
man who is determined to live for God. 
Even the believer who refuses to go on 
with God will find that the man who 
dwells close to God makes him uncomfort- 
able. It is the spiritual man who recognizes 
the need for separation even from those 
who might be near by ties of affection. If 
we are going to go on with God, the path 
will be one of increasing loneliness so far 
as associations with the world are con- 
cerned, but the Lord will come to us and 
fill us with Himself, ever enlarging our ca- 
-pacities for Himself, so that our life, which 
may seem emptier to the world will be 
fuller and fuller as we are occupied with 
Him. 

LORD, TEACH US SEPARATION. 


o November 15 


IF THOU WILT GO LEFT... 1 WILL GO 
RIGHT (13:9) 


The servant of the Lord must not strive 
(2 Tim. 2:24). The true child of God can 
always afford to be magnanimous, simply 
because he is the child of God. Abraham 
by now had walked with the Lord long 
enough to know that he would not be 
alone. When the Lord promises to bless 
us, He Himself is our blessing, and since 
He is with us it makes no difference 
whether we go to the left or to the right. 
Let the world take what seems best to it; 
little is much when God is in it, and walk- 
ing with Him will always be all satisfac- 
tion. The providences of God are made 
known to us by choices that are made by 
others, for very frequently we are handed 
what the world considers to be the left 
overs. God will be there. 


LORD, GIVE US THYSELF, NOT THINGS. 


November 16 
LOT LIFTED UP HIS EYES (13:10) 


Lot’s eyes were the telescope of his heart. 
The greed that was there sucked in the 
view of the well-watered plain and he made 
the fatal choice. It is the circumstance that 
reveals what a man really is. Circumstances 
do not make or mar a man any more than 
a storm fells a tree. The rot in the heart 
of the tree or the shallow root system are 
revealed by the storm, but they had been 
there all the time waiting for the first wind 
to discover them to the eyes of the world. 
The choices are made in the secret citadel 
of the heart long before the herdsmen com- 
mence to drive the cattle so that all may 
see the shamelessness of open disgrace. 


LORD, MAKE US STRONG IN THE INNER 
MAN. 


November 17 


WELL WATERED . . . BEFORE THE LORD 
DESTROYED (13:10) 


The things which are seen are temporal 
(2 Cor. 4:18). The man who sees only the 
earthly springs has not realized how quick- 
ly the water level can fall and how quickly 
the judgment of God can turn all into an 
arid waste. The man who learns that all 
his springs are in the Lord (Psa. 87:7), 
need never fear the desert. He carries with 
him his own irrigation system. The Lord 
Jesus said it, “He that believeth in Me, out 
of his innermost being shall flow rivers of 
living water” (John 7:8). Unhappy the 
man who looks at the surface of things. 
The judgment of God must fall on every- 
thing that does not have its source in 
Himself. 


LORD, MAY WE LOOK AT THE ETERNAL 
THINGS. 


November 18 
LIKE THE LAND OF EGYPT (13:10) 


The mind of Lot may indeed be an illus- 
tration of nature at its best, but it should 
be noted that the mind that is not surren- 
dered to God is always hankering after the 
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Report From Colombia 


by a missionary who has gone through 
’ the persecutions of which he writes 


The young pastor was watching 
from the front of his manse, fifty 
yards away, when a group of. people 
led by the national police gathered in 
front of his church. The police dug 
a hole under the front wall, placed a 
charge of dynamite and then detonated 
it. While some of the police held back 
the growing crowds others placed more 
dynamite. The blasting continued for 
an hour, until the brick wall, over two 
feet thick and two stories high, was 
reduced to a pile of rubble. In the 
crowd which accompanied the police, 
the pastor could recognize the faces of 
the mayor and the priest. 

This happened November 6, 1949 
in Colombia, South America. The 
Presbyterian pastor, Fortunato Cas- 
tillo, is still at his job in the church in 
Dabeiba, despite threats to blow up his 
school and house as well. In Time 
magazine’s issue of April 24, 1950, a 
report is given on the religious perse- 
cution in this Latin American republic. 

In the Department of Tolima, where 
we are now living and working, Evan- 
gelical Christianity, as Protestantism is 
called in Latin America, has been mak- 
ing exceptional progress for a number 
of years. In the small country towns 
and in the cities, our workers have 
found people open and receptive to the 
preaching of the Gospel. Our chapels 
and preaching centers have been 
crowded, and congregations have been 
assuming self-support. 

Such was the condition until a few 
months ago when there began a cam- 
peign of intimidation. coercion, and 
violence against the Evangelical con- 
gregations. A number of our chapels 
have been wrecked, and looted, and 
even sealed by police order against 
further use. Many of the church mem- 
bers have left their homes and gone to 
the mountains for safety. Three of 
our Colombian pastors have fled for 
their lives from their country towns 
and taken up residence in larger cities. 

In the town of Santa Elena, in this 
Department, the Evangelicals were ac- 
cused of “having emptied the Roman 
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Catholic church.” This may have been 
the reason for the arrest of Aristomeno 
Porras, the Evangelical pastor serving 
that church. On the 28th of February 
of this year, he and his brother were 
seized by a patrol of the national police 
and forced to run back and forth in a 
pasture to the order of military com- 
mands. When they stopped from ex- 
haustion they were struck with rifle 
butts and slapped with the broad side 
of machete blades. 

The police then informed the two 
men that they were taking them to the 
priest. Their road crossed a river, 
and, at gun point, the brothers were 
forced to undress and wade out in the 
water up to their chins. Shouted the 
sergeant, “While we cannot clean your 
dirty Protestant souls, we can at least 
wash off your bodies before taking 
you to the priest.” The men were in 
danger of being drowned when a 
crowd gathered and the police became 
afraid and fled. 

This pastor is not easily frightened, 
and he returned to his home in nearby 
Riomanso, where he also serves an- 
other Evangelical church. On the fol- 
lowing Sunday he began a service of 
divine worship at the usual hour. The 
sheriff, chief of police, and some po- 
licemen arrived and stopped the serv- 
ice. Taking senor 
Porras to his home 
they ripped up the 
floorboards of his 
house in search of 
firearms, confiscat- 
ed a motor-genera- 
tor set used for 
lighting the church, 
and carried away 
his entire library of 
books, including the 
original copies of 
over 250 articles 
and poems he has 
had published in 
various Latin Amer- 
ican journals. 

The parting words 
of the authorities 


God both rules and overrules. 


were, “Understand, sir, that this evil 
form of worship is not permitted 
here. Go to the Catholic church and 
there get rid of your foolish notions.” 
Subsequently, persecution against 
senor Porras was intensified, and, af- 
ter having been shot at, he withdrew 
from Riomanso with his wife and chil- 
dren. He is now occupying emergency 
quarters in Ibagué. 

Cajamarca is a small Tolima town 
where onz of our Presbyterian work- 
ers, José Ayala, has carried on Evan- 
gelical work for several years. In 
April he was arrested for distributing 
literature quoting the constitutional 
provisions for religious freedom in 
Colombia. While under the custody of 
the national police he was repeatedly 
forced to run, throw himself on his 
hands and knees and crawl on the 
gravel. I later saw his bruised and cut 
knees—not a pleasant sight. After re- 
peated threats and violence, and after 
all the members of his congregation 
had moved to safer areas, senor Ayala 
withdrew from Cajamarca. He and his 
wife and three children are now housed 
in a room of our Ibagué Institute. 

In the Tolima town of Cunday there 
has been Presbyterian work for over 
fifteen years. On Thursday evening 
of Holy Week, this year, our worker 





The church in Dabeiba after the blasting described in the opening 
Perag.apa above. 
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there, sefior Libardo Rodriguez, start- 
ed to conduct a special service in-a 
small chapel. Police entered and con- 
fiscated the pulpit Bible and various 
other books in the sanctuary. They 
asked the pastor why he was not in 
the Catholic church and told him that 
the Roman Catholic church was the 
only one recognized in that place. 

That evening, after taking the Bible 
and the hymn books to the Catholic 
priest, the police returned, eight in 
number. They entered the chapel, 
broke up pews, pulpit and flower vases 
with their gun butts and set fire to 
the curtains. They then looted and 
wrecked the manse, allowing irrespon- 
sible persons to enter and take what 
they pleased. Over a loud speaker set 
up in the town plaza the priest pub- 
licly thanked the police for what they 
had done in helping to rid the town of 
Protestants. 

During this same Easter week, the 
police desecrated the small Evangelical 
cemetery in Cunday. They knocked 
over the walls and broke open a grave. 
From the grave they stole a bronz> 
plaque which had been placed there by 
the wife of an Evangelical and which 
read, “I am the resurrection and the 
life: he that believeth on Me, though 
he die, yet shall he live.” 

Miss Frances Hitchcock, a Presby- 
terian missionary to Tolima, directs a 
primary school on property near El 
Libano. On a Sunday in March, 1950, 
the children and adults in her Sunday 
School were singing their last hymn 
when four national police entered the 
building with guns drawn, scattering 
the children and beating one of the 
men to the ground. While the ser- 
geant in command stood by insulting 
Miss Hitchcock with abusive language, 
saying that Protestants had come to 
Colombia to corrupt the people with a 
false religion, the other three over- 
turned and broke furniture, tore up 
school records and books, threw ink- 
wells against the walls, and broke slate 
blackboards. They were especially 
furious at the sight of Bibles and 
hymn books. They loaded all they 
could find into sacks and said they 
were taking them to the mayor of El 
Libano and the priests. 

These are incidents from the De- 
partment of Tolima. In some other 
Departments the persecution is worse. 
In the area around the city of Cali, 
where the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church and the Gospel Missionary 
Union are working, of thirty-eight con- 
gregations only eight remain open to- 


day. About ten churches have been - 


burned and a number of pastors have 
been jailed. Others have been forced 
to flee to some city for protection. 

In the Department of Boyaca, the 
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entire work of the Lutherans has been 
brought to a stop. During the first 
week of March, 1950, their last out- 
post, manned by two women, was 
burned to the ground, and the mission- 
aries had to seek safety outside of the 
Departinent. 

Why recite these unpleasant events? 
There are many prominent, liberal 
Colombians, among them an ex-presi- 
dent of the republic, who feel that the 
publicizing abroad of these acts of 
persecution is perhaps one of the few 
recourses left against the present 
regime. The religious persecution is 
but one side of a bitter struggle going 
on in Colombia which has resulted, 
during the past few months, in the 
death and wounding of thousands of 
people. 

The persecution is being carried on 
by the local municipal officials and the 
national police. The Colombian army 
has not taken part in these atrocities. 
The majority of Colombians, while 
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Catholics, deplore this violence and the 
political alliance of the Roman Catho- 
lic hierarchy with the Conservative 
Party—the one now in power. 

It is hardly likely that this situation 
will be changed voluntarily by the men 
who have brought it about. A change 
may come only by the pressure of 
world opinion. For this reason we feel 
that our friends in the United States 
should be informed of the persecution 
against Evangelicals and liberals in 
Colombia. 

At such a time as this I find great 
comfort in Jesus’ parable of the mus- 
tard seed. The Evangelical church in 
Colombia is indeed young and small, 
but it has at its center a vital force, 
the very energy of the Kingdom of 
God. And under God it will one day 
transform this land, bringing healing 
to the sick, teaching to the ignorant, 
sight to the blind, and release to the 
captives of sin and superstition. 
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THIEVES STRIKE 


There are many verses in the Word of God which 
speak against unrighteousness in government. God 
has pronounced woe to the “bloody city” that is “full 
of lies and robbery.” There is no doubt whatsoever 
that at the return of the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
judgment of the nations, human government is 
going to receive the strongest blows from the out- 
raged Lord who will rule with a rod of iron and 
dash His enemies to pieces as a potter’s vessel. 

An illustration of such a situation in modern times 
has come to me from the Far East. Leland Wang, 
well-known Chinese preacher and President of the 
Chinese Foreign Missionary Union, which has sent 
so many Chinese foreign missionaries into the East 
Indies, wrote me recently concerning a strike of 
thieves in a certain city against the police. For ob- 
vious reasons, the name of the city could not be 
divulged, but it undoubtedly has its counterpart 
since even in the occident occasional collaboration 
between thieves and the police comes to light. In 
this oriental city, however, the thieves and the police 
had an agreement that all loot be divided half and 


After some time, the thieves thought that they 
were giving the police too much, and wished to 
change the agreement so that they would retain sixty 
per cent and only forty per cent would go to the 
police. The latter did not agree to this proposal, 
so the thieves decided to go on strike. Day after 
day there was nothing stolen in the entire city. The 
thieves knew each other and exercised pressure on 
one another to keep any individual from breaking 
the strike. Finally the policemen gave in and ac- 
cepted the agreement to accept forty per cent, and 
the thievery began again. 

“Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a re- 
proach to any people” (Prov. 14:34). 








Not escape from difficulties, but triumph over them. 15 














The Bored Money Chest 


BY RALPH G. TURNBULL 


During a Bible Conference the ques- 
tion was asked of the chairman, “How 
shall we raise money for our church?” 
Quickly the answer was given, “Do not 
raise it: give it!” In that answer the 
problem of church finance is solved. 
When appeals are legion and needs are 

ressing there is wisdom in re-thinking 
the Biblical basis of stewardship. 

Consider the story of Old Testament 
times when good King Jehoash reigned 
(2 Ki. 12:1, 2). At his request the 
Temple was to be repaired, but no one 
took the responsibility. After a delay 
of twenty-three years (v. 6), the King 
called upon the priest, Jehoiada, to 
undertake the work (vs. 7, 8). The 
money was given by the people and 
the workmen dealt faithfully (v. 15). 
The whole story may be read with in- 
terest as an example of giving in a day 
of reconstruction and restoration. The 
spirit of restoration-giving is allied to 
worship. 


I. At the Threshold of Worship is 
Giving 
“He took a chest . . . on the right side as 
one cometh into the house of the Lord. . . .” 


In every Christian congregation are 
men and women who gather to wor- 
ship God. Worship is the summum 
bonum, the highest act of the soul. To 
glorify God we must worship Him. 
The service of the sanctuary finds ex- 
pression in several acts of worship. 
Praise to God is an ennobling and up- 
lifting experience as we sing out of 
full hearts in thanksgiving. Prayer is 
a vital part of worship as we bring our 
lives before God in adoration and in- 
tercession. We worship in spirit and 
in truth. The ordinances find us re- 
sponsive as we worship by means of 
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16 Our inheritance is kept for us, and we are kept for it. 


“Jehoiada the priest took a chest, and bored 
a hole in the lid of it, and set it beside the 
altar, on the right side as one cometh into 
the house of the Lord. . . .” 2 Kings 12:9. 


symbols in bread, wine, 
and water. Preaching is 
also an integral part of 
worship. Here the pastor 
leads his people and with 
them exults in the re- 
demptive outreach of God 
in Christ, “preaching . . . 
teaching . . . presenting 
every man perfect in 
Christ” (Col. 1:28). 

A service would be in- 
complete if it did not 
have the act of giving. 
The offering is not to be 
relegated as an “extra,” 
but must find its rightful 
place in the plan of spiritual worship. 
Naturally there must be the giving of 
one’s self as the gift without the giver 
is in vain. Money can be used as a 
tangible token of spiritual grace and 
faith. Giving in this economic world 
is wrapped up in the use of money. 
We own nothing of ourselves and God 
is the owner of all things. In this light 
we learn that we are the stewards of 
His bounty. 

That Jehoiada placed the chest near 
the threshold of God’s House was sym- 
bolic of that worship which must be in 
sincerity. Worship begins with giving 
and it must not be casual or haphaz- 
ard. It requires the dedication of the 
life before reaching the sanctuary. In 
boyhood days in Scotland I well re- 
member worshiping at a _ certain 
church where an unusual practice was 
observed. As you entered the main 
door of the church and crossed the 
threshold you found yourself in the 
vestibule. There stood two elders and 
before them an offering plate upon a 














pedestal. No one missed giving! Some 
will genially speak of certain suppos- 
edly Scottish characteristics in regard 
to the handling of money! But let us 
realize that it was spiritual insight and 
understanding which placed the offer- 
ing plate at the threshold. The first 
act of worship is giving. Such was 
the valuable training inculcated in the 
decision of the mind at home concern- 
ing the amount to be set aside for God 
and not left to the casual coin during 
a service. He who does not learn to 
give at the threshold knows nothing of 
the nature of true worship. 


II. At the Heart of Worship is Giving 


“He bored a hole in the lid of the 
chest... .” 


Jehoiada’s act was pointed and ap- 
pealing. Worship in that day was 
stressed by giving. No one would mis- 
understand the significance of the 
bored hole! If our acts of worship are 
forced or from a sense of duty they 
will lack “truth.” Let the worshiper 
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come to give himself out of love and 
in gladness of heart. Then there is a 
spirit of “sincerity” which nullifies the 
human idea of irksome and niggardly 
giving. To be “weary” in the service 
of worship, with the lilt gone out of 
the music, and the joy of devotion 
missing, is to find worship a burden 
and giving a hardship. 

Our worship in this modern day 
needs a blood transfusion of the bored 
hole in the chest. Giving is not an 
extra to be observed carelessly or cas- 
ually as the inclination comes or goes. 
Giving must be at the heart of our 
worship and the time of the offering 
should be a time when devotion and 
love are at white heat. Then should be 
a high moment of exaltation of the 
Spirit. If we hold on to our posses- 
sions until they possess us, we have 
not seen the bored hole in the chest. 
Barnabas in the early Church had seen 
it and became prodigal in his giving. 
His money was not secondary in im- 
portance, but the means of revealing 
his heart’s treasure. 

Our Lord’s act of “standing over 
the treasury” in the Temple is doubly 
significant. His unerring knowledge of 
amounts given that day revised any 
human calculation of large and small 
gifts. He knew what the release of 
money meant to each worshiper. When 
the money is deposited through the 
bored hole man loses control and God 
takes it to work out His will. Out of 
our hand, out of our sight, hidden in 
the receptacle of the chest is the heart 
of our life. F 

What will God do with it? How has 
He receievd it? What miracle of trans- 
mutation will take place? How shall 
that money emerge from the chest 
later? Upon what errand of mercy 
will it go? To whose lives will it bring 
healing and comfort? To what God- 
glorifying end will it find its use? 
These are the questions that arise. Be 
sure that the gift of money has passed 
out of restricted, earthly bounds into 
the infinite scattering to meet a world- 
wide need. The bored hole in the 
chest is symbolic of the miracle of 
death and resurrection. 

In these days when the cry for help 
comes from around the whole world, 
the Christian cannot turn a deaf ear to 
the appeal for money. We who are 
the favored of God dare not refuse to 
give and give. With our resources we 
must pray to be delivered from the 
power of our wealth. 


Their sacrifices shall be accepted 
upon mine altar: 


* * * * 


Is not this the fast that I have chosen? 
To loose the bands of wickedness, 
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To undo the heavy burdens, 

And to let the oppressed go free, 

And that ye break every yoke? 

Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, 

And that thou bring the poor that are cast 
out of thy house? 

When thou seest the naked, that thou 
cover him; 

And that thou hide not thyself from thine 
own flesh? 

Then shall thy light break forth as the 
morning, 

And thine health shall spring forth 


speedily. 
(Isaiah 56:7; 57:6-8) 


“Money talks,” they say. It does. 
It will tell you well nigh all you need 
to know about a man. Find out how 
a man gets and spends money and 
what he thinks about it—that is a test 
of character. The quantity owned does 
not affect the question. For good or 
for evil money has become the means 
of exchange in this civilized world of 
ours. Without it our modern life 
would not persist. With it Christians 
can serve God and the cause of Christ 
or they may minister to selfish ends. 
Straight thinking and honest acting is 
of fundamental importance in the use 
of our money. 


Ill. At the Climax of Worship is 
Giving 
“He took a chest . . . and set it beside the 
altar.” 


How suggestive is the text as it tells 
of the exact association of the money 
chest with the altar of sacrifice. The 
climax of worship in the Temple was 
there. Judaism had its altar and priest- 
ly offering. Christianity has its cross 
and the giving of true worshipers. We 
have no altar in the New Testament 
and no repeated sacrifice of the cross. 
Our Lord gave Himself once for all. 
That redeeming act of God in Christ 
cannot be repeated. By means of it our 
salvation is assured. But Paul speaks 
of “filling up that which is lacking of 
the sufferings of Christ for His body’s 
sake, which is the Church.” (Col. 1: 
24). Part of this “filling up” is the 
offering of the Christian in life, serv- 
ice, and money to God. 

The tragedy of modern Christendom 
is that we have divorced the money 
chest from the altar. God intended 
them to be associated. We have sep- 
arated them. The acid test of our prac- 
tice of the Christian faith is our devo- 
tion to God in giving. Do we give our- 
selves in worship, service, and money? 
It is as absurd for a rich man to tell a 
poor man what to give as it is absurd 


. for a poor man to tell a rich man. 


But the ordinary man may tell an- 
other ordinary man that to give of our 


substance is thrice-blessed of God. 


When the sacrifice is made, the song 


begins. The minimum is respectable, 
but sacrifice is hilarious giving. It is 
the alabaster box of the woman in the 
gospels. When we touch the precious 
and treasured thing, then we truly 
sacrifice. Stewardship and the climax 
of worship must lie here —the chest 
alongside of the altar, the alabaster 
box broken in love for Jesus Christ. 
It is this deep affection and devotion 
which shames us and challenges us. 
Love like this is love prompted by the 
Great Giver and Lover of our souls. 


Not all our most precious possessions . 


lie in material things. In the second 
century B.C., Cornelia was asked to 
show her jewels, and she presented her 
sons. This portrayal of values moved 
the people to erect a statue in her 
memory. Whatever we do we must 
not separate the money chest from the 
altar. 

If the subject of money is spoken of 
as a delicate one it is because Chris- 
tians have lost sight of the money 
chest beside the altar. The tragedy 
of Ananias and Sapphira may startle 
us, but we all need to be saved from 
that spirit which divorces the altar 
and the chest. Simon, of Samaria, 
erred greatly respecting the purchas- 
ing power of money, seeking to buy 
power with it. He made a mistake in 
values. When our Lord warns that 
“no man can serve God and mammon” 
He speaks of that power which too 
often is symbolized by money. A rival 
altar can easily be built to the god of 
self when covetousness and idolatry 
overtake one who has divorced the 
bored money chest from the altar of 
sacrifice and worship. 

God is the only Valuator of our 
estate in time or in eternity and it is 
required of a steward that he be 
found faithful. As the steward acts 
according to this Old Testament ex- 
ample, any, offering of money will be 
exchanged into eternal currency. We 
do not forget that there is a close con- 
nection between what a man gives and 
what he gets. Some men will never 
lose less until they give more. Where 
the Old Testament economy called for 
a tithe, the New Testament calls for 
intensified and enlarged giving on the 
part of the Christian. 

The principle of giving the first 
fruits to God is recognized in Paul’s 
letters. We need not give as a result 
of impulse or rivalry and competition. 
Everything is owned by God and-we 
are His stewards. The principle is that 
a man must settle between himself and 
his God what the proportion ought to 
be which he should give to God. Hav- 
ing settled whatever it is, then the 


(Continued on page 37) 


I will not want as long as God is in the Heavens. 17 








One very good result of the Valican’s announce- 
ment that the doctrine of the resurrection and en- 
thronement of Mary is about to be promulgated by 
the Roman Church is the reaction of the Church 
of England against it. For the past hundred years 
there has been a very strong high-church tendency 
in the English Church and in many of these 
churches “Romish practices” have been observed, 
such as the reservation of the sacrament, and the 
use of candles, and the display of statues of the 
Virgin. The announcement in Rome of the forth- 
coming promulgation of the new dogma brought 
the following sharp reaction in England. From 
Lambeth Palace, the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York issued the following statement: 

“Tt was announced in Rome on Monday that the 
Pope intends to proclaim in St. Peter’s, on Novem- 
ber Ist, that the doctrine of the bodily assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven is hence- 
orth an article of faith. 

“This will mean that the Roman Catholic Church 
now regards this doctrine as a necessary part of 
the Christian revelation, and will henceforth re- 
quire all its members to believe it to be true. 

“We must at once state publicly that the Church 
of England does not and cannot hold this doctrine 
to be a necessary part of the Catholic faith, belief 
in which may be required of members of the 
Church. 

“The Church of England renders honour and 
reverence to the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But there is not the smallest evidence in the Scrip- 
tures or in the teaching of the early church of be- 
lief in the doctrine of her bodily assumption. 

“The Church of England refuses to regard as 
requisite for a saving faith any doctrine or opinions 
which are not plainly contained in the Scriptures. 

“We profoundly regret that the Roman Catholic 
Church has chosen by this act to increase dogmatic 
differences in Christendom and has thereby grave- 
ly injured the growth of understanding between 
Christians based on a common possession of the 


fundamental truths of the Gospel.” 


At the time the Senate passed the loan 
to Franco Spain we commented against this 
deed which will be interpreted in all the 
backward world as evidence of American sup- 
port of that despotic power. Eleanor Roose- 
velt in her column asks several questions as 
to how the loan came about. Who was be- 
hind it? What pressure groups were for it? 
What high officials pressured the loan 
Brough in such a way that it could not be 
¥etoed? The answer to all the questions is, 
of course, the simple truth—the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


18 We are waiting, not for events, but for Him. 





A WINDOW 


It is often the role of one who speaks un- 
pleasant truths to have them received by the 
listeners as the prophecies of Cassandra were re- 
ceived in ancient Greece. I make this comparison 
rather than that with the prophets of Israel, for 
the latter were inspired of God, while Cassandra, 
like the Editor, was not. We must continue calling 
the attention of our readers to the fact that many 
of the best-informed minds in the world today be- 
lieve that the United States is going to be the object 
of wide-spread atomic attacks by Russia. 

A few months ago I wrote an article entitled, 
“What to Do if Bombs Fall on the United States.” 
I believe that if I were publishing the article today 
I would change the title so that the word “if” would 
be replaced by “when.” Since the publication of 
my article the secular papers have become increas- 
ingly filled with the same subject. The United 
States issued a bulletin covering the various courses 
of action to be taken at the time of bombings. 
LIFE published a complete story on the subject 
with sketches illustrating the actions to be taken. 
Now Dr. Eugene Rabinowitch, research professor 
of bio-chemistry at the University of Chicago, and 
editor of the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, has 
issued a warning that Congress must prepare a blue- 
print for “atom-proofing” the United States. 

One sentence I lift from his article which I be- 
lieve is true: “Not the death of millions, but the 
disorganization of industry and transportation, will 
be the main threat to our survival . . . If the em- 
phasis on maintenance of productivity, rather than 
on reduction of casualties, seems to be an inhuman 
approach, let us remember that the first purpose 
of preparations to meet an atomic attack, is to 
make this attack less likely.” 

The Editor of Eternity believes’ that people in 
rural places should think in terms of thousands of 
refugees suddenly coming upon them without any 
possessions and without any resources. People 
near great centers must think in terms of life that 
will, in the course of a single hour, be reduced to 
conditions such as the following: No electricity 
after the first second, including the cessation of all 
refrigeration, and the consequent spoiling of all 
deep frozen goods; therefore, a shift back to can- 
ning is indicated; the ending of all telephone ser- 
vice, probably for a period of months; the disinte- 
gration of transportation, so that gasoline will be 
totally unobtainable after the first few hours. The 
Christian must think of living in terms of a civili- 
zation roughly that of a hundred years ago and 
more. 

As refugees flee into the country there will be 
many that have been burned and who will need 
treatment. The possession of bandages in quantity 
and of unguents is strongly indicated for church 
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groups. No part of the United States will be 
spared, because airplanes coming in from the 
North or from any of our coastal areas, traveling at 
very high speeds, will be intercepted by our de- 
fences in almost any place in the country, and it 
is just as possible that a bomb shall drop in a 
rural area of Arkansas, Dakota, or Iowa as on 
Pittsburgh, as enemy aviators, forced to turn away 
from their main targets in some cases, will unload 
their bombs in haphazard fashion. The only safe 
place to hide is in the Lord. 


The New York Times reports a state- 
ment by Dr. Lyman Spitzer, Jr., director of 
the astronomical observatory of Princeton 
University. Dr. Spitzer has announced that 
evidence seems to indicate that the milky way 
was formed about three billion years ago out 
of “flying cosmic clouds.” The Times com- 
mented (rather dryly, it seems to me), Dr. 
Spitzer offered no explanation where the fly- 
ing cosmic clouds came from, saying that 
the report said that ‘i! is still a complete mys- 
tery.’”’ 


The National Catholic newspaper Our Sunday 
Visitor (Sept. 3, 1950), carries an arrogant and 
insolent article on the difference between a Catholic 
and a Protestant in the’matter of a vow before God. 
The article was called forth by a statement in a 
previous issue which said that a priest was bound 
to God by his vow of celibacy, and might never 
marry, under any circumstances, and if he attempt- 
ed to marry the marriage was not valid. A reader 
who is identified as “a Pennsylvania Minister,” 
asked if that meant that a priest who left the 
Catholic Church to become a Lutheran minister 
and who then married, was not really married. 


And if this were so, the Protestant minister 
continued, then would not a Lutheran who took a 
vow never to leave that church always remain a 
Lutheran, no matter what happened subsequently? 
The Visitor replied, “A priest who leaves the Roman 
Catholic Church and becomes a Protestant minister 
is not free to marry, because the vow of Perpetual 
Celibacy, which he made very deliberately, and 
after several years of preparation, was recognized 
by God (i.e., the Papacy) as well as by his church. 
Hence, he may not, of his own accord, withdraw 
it . . . There is a difference between a promise 
made on the occasion of Confirmation in a Protes- 
tant Church always to remain a member of that 
church, and a vow taken by a candidate for the 
priesthood . . . The Lutheran boy or girl who re- 
ceives confirmation in his church does promise ever 
to remain a member of that church. If the Lutheran 
or any one else should discover later that his church 


is not the one Universal Church established by 
Christ, then that promise is not even valid, and the 
one who makes it is not even allowed to keep it.” 
The article includes this further sentence, “No 
Catholic priest ever left the Catholic Church be- 
cause he discovered that he hadn’t the truth.” 


A twentieth century scientific proof of 
one line in the Bible has now been made 
amply evident. In connection with the estab- 
lishment of the U.N. blood bank, someone 
raised the question of racial strains. Science 
answered sharply that human bleod is human 
blood in spite of the degree of pigmentation 
of the skin. It has been amply demonstrated 
that blood of one type or another is the same 
bleod, with no relation to race. _The line in 
the Bible comes from Paul’s sermon on 
Mars’ Hill: “And has made of one blood all 
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of 
the earth” (Acts 17:26). We do not believe 
that this fact affects the next part of the sen- 
ence, namely, that God “determined the times 
before appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation.” The transportation of multi- 
tudes of peoples as slaves, across the boun- 
daries appointed by God for their habitation, 
has created the race problem, which is an 
entirely different matter. 


A writer in the Christian Century sheds many 
tears because of the situation of the Arab 
refugees from Palestine who are living in the Gaza 
strip and in the country of Jordan. We are willing 
to weep with her that there is misery in this world, 
but we cannot accept the ideas that are behind her 
argument. If I weep for the Arab refugees today, 
I do so in exactly the same way that-I weep for 
the people who are living in the ruins of Berlin 
and the other German cities. They bought and 
paid for their misery, and asked that it be delivered 
to them. 


For years and years the Arab population in 
Palestine was insolent towards the Jews. I saw 
Jewish blood in the streets of Jerusalem in 1929 
and again in later years. Britain sided with the 
Arabs in their campaign against Jewish immigra- 
tion, and lost their Empire in their denial of the 
seed of Abraham. There are always individual 
miseries that follow any international conflict, and 
we may all regret them, no matter on which side 
of any conflict they fall. It is not any prettier to | 
see a Communist dying than it is to see a royalist, 
a socialist or a democrat. But those who are of 
the party of sinful causes must ultimately bear the 
brunt of the curse. For the curse causeless shall 
not come (Prov. 26:2). (Continued on page 31) 
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YESLERDAY'S BOOKS 


with a message for today 


At some time in the apie ata 
(from the appearance of the book, 
ae the middle) there was produced 
the anonymous and undated Domestic 
Commentary by A Clergyman of the 
Church of England. The last volume 
deals with the New Testament. The 
commentary is not in the form of 
notes, but follows each chapter in the 
same type as the text. 

Here is the last paragraph of the 
comment on Luke 15: “Allow me, 
then, to ask, first, Have you under- 
stood these things? and, secondly, 
Have they been happily verified in 
your case? Has there been joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over you 
repenting? Has Jesus seen in you the 
travail of His soul, and been satisfied? 
Has He found you out in your lost 
estate, and brought you back to the 
family and the fold? Have you ever 
come to yourself, and gone to your 
Heavenly Father? Have you ever 
found the joyful welcome given to all 
returning souls; such as, the distant 
recognition; the open arms; the lov- 
ing embrace; the sweet smile; the best 
robe; the fatted calf, and all the cther 
happy indications of real joy? Pos- 
sibly you are still lost; still wandering; 
still feeding upon husks; still miser- 
able. Oh, then, awake! Arise; come 
to yourself; think of your Father’s 
house; the bread there is there, enough 
and to spare; and the happiness of 
those who dwell beneath His roof. 
Arise, and go; go in all your misery 
and woe; go with all your wretched- 
ness and care; own your sin; plead 
His love. Will He reject you? No. 
He will meet you; welcome you; par- 
don and bless you. The robe, the ring, 
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the shoes, the feast, all shall be for 
you. Earth and Heaven shall ring with 
the tidings of your return; and your 
own happy soul shall taste the joy 
which your salvation occasions, and 
mingle with the raptures of the blessed 
on every side around!” 

The author also points out in his 
comment on the same chapter that the 
recovery of the lost originates always 
with God and not with the sinner him- 
self. “Does conversion begin with man, 
or God? Does the sinner ever seek the 
Lord till the Lord first seek him? Does 
he ever return to the Lord till the Lord 
first draw him?” He also points out 
that in each of the three parables the 
thing or person lost belonged original- 
ly in each case to the one who sought 
and found it. This means that God 
knew and possessed His own in eter- 


‘nity past. 


Here is a paragraph from the au- 
thor’s excellent comment on Gala- 
tians 2: “This is the chief point to be 


mentioned. You cannot be a Chris- 
tian without knowing that a man is not 
justified by the works of the law; but 
by the faith of Jesus Christ. You can- 
not be a Christian indeed, unless, 
knowing this, as the fundamental 
truth of the Gospel, you have believed 
in Jesus Christ, that you might be 
justified by the faith of Christ, and not 
by the works of the law; for by the 
works of the law no flesh shall be 
justified. We repeat, you cannot be a 
true Christian; you cannot be in a 
safe state; you cannot have peace with 
God, nor peace in your own soul; 
unless this be the case. But if, while 
you seek to be justified by Christ, you 
are still found sinners, without pardon 
or peace, is the doctrine of Christ the 
cause, or occasion, of your being in 
that state? Or, do you imagine, that 
because such is the case, you are there- 
fore at liberty now to introduce the 
works of the law, to do, or supply, as 
you think, what the faith of Christ has 
failed to effect? Is not the cause of 
your misery to be traced to another 
source? Does it not lie in the un- 
soundness of your views, and the le- 
gality of your hopes? If you bring 
anything to Christ, or mix anything 
with Him, there is an end of the mat- 
ter with you. You have no part in the 
Gospel. Christ is nothing to you; nor 
you to Him. You are still in your sins, 
under the curse of the law, and un- 
der the sentence of death; and there 
you will remain till you come to a bet- 
ter mind. For, if you build again the 
things which you destroyed, do you 
not make yourself a transgressor, and 
expose yourself to the curse and con- 
demnation of the law?” 

No wonder that such teaching in the 
established church of the country built 
up many believers in their faith and 
made for a _ robust Christianity 
throughout England in the days of our 
grandfathers and great-grandfathers. 
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The Mammon of Unrighteousness 


Few passages in the Bible have 
raised more questions than the para- 
ble of the unjust steward as recorded 
in the sixteenth chapter of Luke. The 
six-volume Expositor’s Bible passes 
over the whole passage with a para- 
graph which merely records what the 
parable says without telling what it 
means. Another commentator says, 
“There are knots in it which will per- 
haps never be untied until the Lord 
comes again.” 

The chief difficulty is well set forth 
by Dr. Alexander MacLaren who says, 
“The parable is remarkable in that it 
proposes a piece of deliberate roguery 
as, in some sort, a pattern for Chris- 
tian people. The steward’s conduct 
was neither more nor less than rascal- 
ity, and yet, says Christ, ‘Do like 
that!’ ” 

As we study the parable, however, 
we shall see that Christ does not tell 
Christians that some form of dishon- 
esty is permitted to them. The shrewd- 
ness and foresight of an unsaved man 
in doing a very wicked thing is set up 
before the believers to show them that 
they should be shrewd and foresighted 
in their living in view of the fact that 
they are going to have a change of 
situation, even as the thief, and that 
they had better do something about 
getting ready for it. They are to be 
as clever at doing righteous things in a 
righteous manner: as the steward was 
at doing unrighteous things in an un- 
righteous manner. 

The parable is spoken to the dis- 
ciples of the Lord and to no other 
group. We could paraphrase it as fol- 
lows. A rich man had a steward who 
had charge of all his possessions. In 
the language of our day, it would be 
an estate manager with the power of 


attorney. Gossip reported to the mas-~* 


ter that his employee was unfaithful. 
The master called the man in and in- 
quired concerning the reports that 
were being circulated; and called for 
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an accounting with the implication 
that, if the charges were true, the man 
would lose his position. The steward 
was in a quandry because he knew 
himself to be guilty. He realized that 
dismissal under such circumstances 
would mean that he would be unable 
to get another like position. He would 
be reduced to manual labor or begging. 
He felt himself too weak to perform 
the manual labor and pride would 
keep him from the place of a mendi- 
cant. 

Suddenly an idea struck him that he 
should prepare for his future in a very 
dishonorable way. He still had power 
over his master’s affairs. He called in 
those who were debtors to the estate 
and closed out all their accounts by 
giving them receipts in full for pay- 
ments which allowed them to save from 
twenty to fifty per cent, thus establish- 
ing himself in their favor. When the 
master heard about it, he admitted the 
cleverness of the steward, even though 
it had been at his own expense. When 
the Lord Jesus had finished this story, 
He pointed out the fact that worldly 
people were much more clever than 
Christians in looking forward to their 
future. They were willing to go to any 
lengths, even to sheer dishonesty, 
merely to prepare for themselves a 
livelihood for the morrow. He then 
told His disciples that His followers 
should give even more thought to 
their future, which is eternal, than the 
worldlings to their temporal prospects. 
He concluded by drawing certain spir- 
itual lessons from the parable. But let 
us look at the parable in detail. 

The news of the mismanagement of 
property came to the master by means 
of gossip. The word which is trans- 
lated “accused” in our version has the 
same origin as our word Devil, and 
the root meaning is “slanderer.” But 


Not less burden, but more strength. 


Unjust Steward 


when the master faced the steward 
with the rumor, and called for an 
accounting, a guilty conscience did 
more than rumor, and the servant was 
the first to admit his guilt to himself. 
The steward was an unsaved man and 
had no thoughts of salvation or resti- 
tution. Nor is there any teaching in 
this parable on any phase of such sub- 
jects. It is a parable that has to do 
with but one thing: foresightedness in 
preparing for a great change of occu- 
pation. 

The steward had but one thought— 
how to take care of himself, how to 
prepare for his own future. He knew 
he was too weak to go out and dig; 
he was ashamed to beg; he realized 
that no other position would be open 
to him when it was known that he had 
been dismissed for stealing. There 
have been many cases where men have 
done similar things in our business 
day. How many business assistants go 
out and start businesses for themselves, 
and take-their bosses’ customers with 
them! Some of the largest advertis- 
ing agencies in the United States have 
been started by bright young men who 
worked for other advertising agencies, 
and who did so well on the account of 
a great advertiser that the latter fol- 
lowed them when they went out into 
business for themselves. In such cases, 
of course, it has been the brilliance of 
the underlings which appealed to the 
advertiser. Suffice it to say, however, 
that no great advertising agency puts 
a million dollar account entirely in the 
hands of one man who may walk off 
with it. The work is parceled around 
in such a way that no man can take the 
credit for what is done. 

The steward knew he was about to 
be discovered. He immediately thought 
of a way whereby he could put his 
master’s creditors under obligation to 
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himself. Perhaps there was even a lit- 
tle deal in the matters as they were 
arranged. “I am about to go into 
business for myself. If you will throw 
me some orders, I am ready to settle 
for fifty cents on the dollar now.” 
This is language that is known in busi- 
ness circles today. Greed was the es- 
sential element in the situation, so 
each debtor was quickly called and 
financial arrangements were made 
which freed the debtors from their ob- 
ligations to the master but put them 
under obligation to the servant. 

So far there are no difficulties. The 
story is a common one that has been 
multiplied in every generation and un- 
der every sky. The difficulty lies in the 
interpretation of the Lord’s applica- 
tion of the parable. There have been 
many, many explanations of these 
verses, differing so widely from each 
other that one commentator says, 
“Over this parable a special fatality 
seems to hang.” Others have frankly 
abandoned all interpretation as impos- 
sible while still others have even dared, 
as Lange points out, to insert the word 
not, believing that the parable should 
read, “Make not to yourselves friends 
of the mammon of unrighteousness,” 
thus reversing the Lord’s teaching. 
Julian the Apostate, and many other 
agnostics since his day have quoted 
this parable as proof that Christ taught 
unrighteousness. One commentator has 
said, “The bewildered confusion is an 
astonishing proof how gold in the 
hand can create cataract in the eye.” 

The believer in Christ is rapidly ap- 
proaching the day when, through 
death or the coming of the Lord, his 
management of the trusts he holds 
from God will come to an end. Noth- 
ing can change the course of life or 
lengthen the time at our disposal. 
Therefore, we must act decisively and 
quickly. First, we must recognize that 
we are stewards, and that we are going 
to give an accounting to the Lord for 
everything we possess of time, money, 
personality, affections, and every pos- 
sible possession, gift, or grace. 

The commendation which the master 
expressed toward the steward has been 
more than tacitly approved by our 
Lord. The steward is said to have done 
“wisely.” This should perhaps be 
translated “prudently” as it was in 
Wycliffe’s version and as it is in the 
modern French translation. One writ- 
er says, “It is one of the startling as- 
sumptions of our Lord in this parable, 
revealing incidentally the profoundest 
truths, that the methods of accumulat- 
ing wealth characteristic of the world 
—though not invariably so—are dis- 
honest ;the steward steps into the 
parable not only already an unscrupu- 
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lous man, but a type of all men: yet 
every fabric of the splendid instru- 
ment thus misused is admirable. The 
world’s God given endowments—fore- 
sight, industry, ingenuity, inventive- 
ness, devotion—are, through sin, made 
abominable; yet they remain, never- 
theless, of priceless value; and how 
priceless is seen at once by what re- 
places them in their absence—laziness, 
improvidence, carelessness, sloth. So 
our Lord says elsewhere:—‘Be ye wise 
as serpents’; that is, imitate not the 
venom, but the intuition, of the ser- 
pent. The parable is a composite pic- 
ture of the business world as we know 
it, and as it has always been; a flash- 
light photograph of commerce, with 
all its moral lights and shadows com- 
ing out as the blacks and whites in a 
finished picture.” 

In other words business, like poli- 
tics, society, and ecclesiasticism is a 
part of that “world” which crucified 
Christ and against which our Lord 
spoke so tellingly in the fifteenth and 
seventeenth chapters of John. In busi- 
ness, if anywhere in this world, we 
find the principle of the survival of the 
fittest. This would not be so if Chris- 
tians were as active, as alert, as far- 
seeing, as devoted to proper causes as 
the unsaved are in their service of im- 
proper causes. But, alas, “The chil- 
dren of this world”—and it should be 
translated the children of this age, 
this present evil age,—‘are in their 
generation,” that is, in their wicked 
sphere in which they are said to rest 
supinely (1 John 5:19), “wiser than 
the children of light.” Trench illus- 
trated this by saying that an owl sees 
farther than an eagle in the dark. We 
believers who have been created for 
another age and who have therefore 
the supernatural eye of the eagle, un- 
fortunately, must live in an age of 
this world’s night; we must exercise 
our seeing in competition with those 
who are accustomed to work in the 
darkness. While we are here on earth 
we should be laying up treasure in 
Heaven as He has commanded us to 
do (Mt. 6:20). But, in spite of this 
command, the Lord now reveals to us 
that the worldling shows far more 
prudence and wisdom in laying up 
treasures upon the earth that are sub- 
ject to corruption and theft than are 
the believers in laying up these heav- 
enly treasures that shall last forever. 
One writer says, “The two ‘genera- 
tions’ —the generation of the flesh, and 
the generation of the spirit—are op- 
posed in origin, in nature, in aim; yet 
in wise ambition the lower excels the 
higher: one has chosen this world and 
its prosperity, the other the Saviour 
and the age to come; yet he who has 
chosen the evil prosecutes it with a far 





intenser devotion than he who has 
chosen the good. It is a revelation of 
extraordinary and startling import: 
our Lord, looking down all the ages, 
declare that—habitually, in the mass, 
tragically—the world is better served 
by its servants than God is by His... 
So now our Lord lays down the only 
profound and provident use of wealth: 
neither hoarding or squandering, but 
carefully investing beyond the grave.” 

Into the control of every believer 
comes on pay day or at irregular in- 
tervals some of this mammon, the love 
of which is the root of all evil (1 Tim. 
6:10), but gain is not godliness. The 
believer is told to withdraw himself 
from any who believe that it is godli- 
ness (1 Tim. 6:5). This whole advice 
of Paul to young Timothy is pertinent 
to our discussion, “But godliness with 
contentment is great gain. For we 
brought nothing into this world, and 
it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
And having food and raiment let us be 
therewith content. But they that will 
be rich fall into temptation and a 
snare, and into many foolish and hurt- 
ful lusts, which drown men in destruc- 
tion and perdition. For the love of 
money is the root of all evil: which 
while some coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced them- 


selves through with many sorrows. 


But thou, O man of God, flee these 
things” ( 1Tim. 6:6-11). 

So the believer is told that he is to 
use his possessions, not for the pur- 
pose of self-aggrandizement and mere 
miserly holding, but to make for him- 
self friends by means of this mammon 
of unrighteousness. If, by our giving 
to missions, souls may be saved on the 
other side of the world; if, by our giv- 
ing to the church at home, young peo- 
ple may be saved who shall carry on 
the torch of truth at home, and abroad 
in the next generation; then when our 
control of money fails; when death 
relaxes our hold upon the bonds and 
banknotes to which we have so tightly 
held, we shall find on the other side 
in the Presence of God those whom we 
have blessed with our gifts, the souls 
who have been reached through the 
money that we have expended for the 
Lord; those who have been blessed 
through the teaching of the Word be- 
cause we have communicated “unto 
Him that teacheth in all good things” 
(Gal. 6:6), these will be there to wel- 
come us in our reception to our reward 
and will applaud the verdict of the 
Lord, “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant” (Mt. 25:21). 


It seems almost unnecessary to point 
out that this has nothing to do with 
the purchase of salvation. We cannot 


(Continued on page 35) 
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Overcoming Temptation 
(Temperance Lesson) 


LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 4:8-11; 
JOHN 6:15; ROMANS 13:12-14; 1 
CORINTHIANS 10:12-13 


Golden Text: “Blessed is the man that 

endureth temptation; for when he is 

tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 

which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love Him” (Jas. 1:12) 


Temptation 
Proving 
Testing 
Satan and his Angels 
In rebellion 
Satan and Eve 


Christ's Three Temptations 
God's Word questioned 
God's Word His sword 


Our Temptations 
Common to all 
A way of escape provided 


Let us read the Golden Text as we 
find it in the Revised Version of 1885: 
“Blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation; for when he hath been 
approved, he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord promised to 
them that love Him.’ The more recent 
Revised Standard Version of the New 
Testament has this: “Blessed is the 
man who endures trial, for when he 
has stood the test he will receive the 
crown of life which God has promised 
to those who love Him.” 

To understand the meaning of the 
verb, “to tempt,” and of the noun, 
“temptation,” it will be well to ex- 
amine the Latin verb from which they 
are derived, namely, tentare, also 
spelled temptare. Our present day 
usage of the words “tempt” and 
“temptation” regularly has the idea of 
enticing one to do wrong. This was 
not the original idea of the Latin verb, 
which really meant “to put to the test, 
to try, to prove.” 


In Genesis 22:1, we read that God 


tempted Abraham, but in Hebrews 11:. 





Dr. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor of €nglish 
Bible at Muhlenberg College, is engaged in 
full time Bible conference work. 
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17 the same incident is referred to in 
these words, “when Abraham was 
tried,” translations of the same Greek 
verb (in the Septuagint and the Greek 
New Testament). 

The verb “to prove” means the same 
thing, namely, “to test.” How impor- 
tant it is to realize that words modify 
their meaning in the course of cen- 
turies, and especially to know the orig- 
inal meaning of a word, is seen in a 
common proverb, “The exception 
proves the rule.” This is a foolish 
statement if we define the verb, 
“proves,” as “declaring valid,” its 
meaning today, for the more excep- 
tions there are, the less valid the rule. 
What the proverb means is that an ex- 
ception to a rule puts it to a test, help- 
ing us to decide whether the rule is 
valid, whether it can “stand up.” 

The Latin verb, tentare, was what 
one might call a neutral verb as to 
meaning, a testing to learn whether a 
person or thing could or could not 


“hold up” under stress and strain. If, 


however, we test a person, to try him 
out, as to whether he would or would 
not hold up under the trial, we enter 
the moral realm in which a decision is 
made by an act of the will. We there- 
fore speak of a moral being as on 
probation. 

Now we speak of Satan as a tempt- 
er, but never for a good purpose, al- 
though God is able to turn such temp- 
tation to a good purpose; for the wel- 
fare of the one tempted, for His own 
glory, and for the discomfiture of Sa- 
tan himself. The experience of Job 
may be used to illustrate this. Let us 
remember that, although it is said that 
God tempteth no man, that is, to do 
evil (Jas. 1:13), He did tempt Abra- 
ham according to the King James text, 
but not to do evil, rather to try him 
(Heb. 11:17), and thus to test his 
faith, And, as we know, Abraham 
stood the test, for he believed God, 
doubting not that He was able even to 
raise his son Isaac from the dead, in 
order to fulfill His promise which cen- 
tered in Isaac. 


God’s presence is salvation. 


Fallen Angels 


The angels, as moral creatures, seem 
to have been placed on probation. The 
whole story is enveloped in mystery, 
but there were those who left their 
first estate and fell. These may be the 
demons of the Bible, in rebellion 
against God’s moral government at the 
head of whom is Satan, once an angel 
of light, but now the regent of the 
realm of darkness, using his vile co- 
horts to tempt men to similar trans- 
gression of God’s laws. 

The good angels maintained their 
first estate, taking their orders from 


‘the Lord, willingly co-operating as 


ministering spirits, sent forth as an 
ever active messenger service (the 
Greek word angel means a “messen- 
ger”) in behalf of those who are heirs 
of salvation. And how often do we 
read of angels in the Bible helping 
God’s people in the time of need, in 
the hour of temptation! Jesus Him- 
self was strengthened by their minis- 
try (Mk. 1:13). 


Eve’s Temptation 


We cannot study the subject of 
temptation without thinking of the in- 
cident. in the Garden of Eden. Man 
was placed on probation by virtue of 
what God told him he might and what 
he might not do (Gen. 2:16-17). Sa- 
tan’s purpose is, of course, to persuade 
man not to obey God’s commands. In 
this he succeeded, the consequence of 
which was Paradise Lost, the subject 
of a poem by John Milton which may 
be called the greatest poem in our lan- 
guage. 

How thankful we may and should be 
that the same poet could write another 
poem, entitled Paradise Regained, the 
theme of which concerns another temp- 
tation, with Satan again the attacker, 
but in this case the “last Adam,” as 
our representative, winning a glorious 
victory, regaining what the “first 
Adam” had lost. 


Christ’s Three Temptations 


The temptation of Christ is the sub- 
ject of the first portion of our lesson 
today, recorded in Matthew 4:1-11 
and Luke 4:1-13, and referred to in 
Mark 1:12-13. The order of the three 
temptations differs as between Matthew 
and Luke, but in the three Gospels 
Jesus’ temptations follow His baptism, 
when a voice from His Father in 
Heaven declared Him to be His Son, 
and that He was well pleased in Him. 

Jesus is about to begin His min- 
istry as Saviour and Redeemer. Can 
Satan thwart Him in His purpose, or 
divert Him from the path marked out 
for Him by the Father, which path 
would lead Him to the cross? Might 
there not be an easier way? 
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Satan’s approach in Genesis 3:1 was 
by way of a question, “Hath God 
said?” intended to raise a doubt in 
the mind of Adam’s wife as to the au- 
thority of God’s Word. In Matthew 
4:3 we note the same evil motive, “If 
Thou be the Son of God!” Had not 
the voice from Heaven stated that He 
was? 

Jesus, therefore, refused to turn 
stones into bread, although He was 
hungry after having fasted for forty 
days while planning His life work 
which was now to begin after He had 
been proclaimed to be the Son of God, 


which involved and implied His work ° 


as Redeemer. It is at this point that 
He chooses a mighty weapon out of 
the arsenal of God’s Word (Deut. 
8:3), “Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceed- 
eth out of the mouth of God.” Three 
times Jesus chooses a passage out of 
this same book to ward off Satan’s at- 
tack, an important lesson for us when 
facing temptations. The Word of God 
is still the sword of the Spirit. 

Satan next approaches Jesus from 
another angle. He would have Him 
prove His dependence upon God’s 
Word, to which He had just appealed. 
“Cast Yourself down from this pinna- 
cle, and prove that God’s angels will 
bear You up, lest You dash Your foot 
against a stone,” he says, omitting the 
phrase “to keep You in all Your 
ways,” and Jesus’ ways were the ways 
appointed Him by the Father (quota- 
tion from Psa. 91:11-12). 

If He were to obey Satan, to put on 
a spectacular display, and thus actual- 
ly tempt God, that is, put Him to the 
test, as to whether He meant what He 
said in His Word, He would certainly 
be putting Himself out of the way of 
trust and obedience, and thus dis- 
qualify Himself for His mission. He 
therefore hurls Deuteronomy 6:16 into 
Satan’s face, as it were, “Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God.” 


Satan Routed 


A third time Satan, the prince of 
this world, suggests to Jesus that if 
He would but fall down and worship 
him, he would give Him the kingdoms 
of the world and the glory of them, 
thus becoming bolder with each sug- 
gestion. 

But Jesus knew that to worship him 
would also mean that He would have 
to serve him. Thus would Satan con- 
tinue to be the prince of this world, 
for his presumptuous suggestion 
would, if accepted, make him not only 
equal with God, but above Him, and 
our last estate would be worse than 
the first, which came upon us as the 
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result of “man’s first disobedience,” 
in Eden. 

Jesus promptly resents this by quot- 
ing a third time from Deuteronomy, 
this time from 6:13 (and see 10:20), 
“Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, 
and serve Him.” Thus does Jesus bid 
Satan to leave Him, which He does 
(“for a season,” Luke 4:13). 

So “after a season” Jesus recognizes 
him again as he advises him not to 
think of the cross which is an offense 
to Satan. Jesus therefore a second 
time orders him away, as He says, 
“Get thee behind Me, Satan” (Mt. 16: 
23). 

Then in our printed lesson as re- 
corded in John 6 we learn that, after 
Jesus had fed the five thousand, the 
multitude would fain have made Him 
king, for it would certainly be wonder- 
ful if the government would provide 
them with bread without having to 
work for it. But to get the good will 
of the people on such terms was far 
different from the way to the crown by 
way of the cross. He would not be 
tempted by so easy a plan, so He with- 
drew into the mountain district alone. 


Our Temptations 


The second half of our lesson refers 
to the temptations which so easily be- 
set mankind, very frequently by way 
of the appetites and passions, both 
good if we control them, both evil if 
they control us. It is interesting to 
note that the temptation in the Garden 
of Eden was to “eat” of the fruit of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. The first temptation of Jesus 
was also an appeal to the appetite. 

Using this lesson as a temperance 
lesson, as is suggested, we read in Ro- 
mans 13:12-14 that the night with its 
works of darkness is far spent, and 
the morning of a new day is at hand, 





THE TRAITOR WITHIN 


The presence of evil forces choice 
upon us. The one thing God longs for 
is our choice, free and full choice. 
Freedom of choice is the image of 
God in which every man is made... . 

The only knob to the door of your 
life is on the inside. Temptation never 
gets in without help from within . .. 

There are two steps in victory over 
temptation. The first is recognition. 
To recognize that the thing coming 
for decision is a temptation to do 
something wrong, that is the first step 
in victory. ‘It pushes the temptation 
out into the open. You say plainly, 
"This is something to be resisted." The 
second step as you set yourself to re- 
sist is to plead the blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. That means pleading 
His victory over the tempter. That is 
. . . depending wholly upon Him. 














when Jesus shall come to take over the 
kingdom of this world. How impor- 
tant therefore that they who are His 
should put on the armor of light, walk- 
ing as children of light, as in the day. 


Put on the Lord 


For Christians, the revelings and 
carousings associated with drunken- 
ness should have no appeal. They will 
have no part in sex crimes and orgies 
(chambering and wantonness). Strife 
and jealousy are not compatible with 


the meek and gentle spirit of Jesus in- 


dwelling the heart of the Christian. 
Therefore, having put off “the old 
man,” let us put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, making no provision to fulfill 
the lusts of the flesh. 

But Satan is ever on our track. We 
should beware of overconfidence, tak- 
ing heed lest we fall. We are not help- 
less if we trust Him who was tempted, 
tried and tested in all points like as 
we are, yet without sin. He did not 
yield, so that we may come to Him for 
mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need (Heb. 4:15, 16), for in that 
He Himself suffered, being tempted, 
He is able to help them that are tempt- 
ed (Heb. 2:18). 

The last part of our printed lesson 
gives us great comfort as we realize 
that our Lord is near us and inter- 
ested in us. “There hath no tempta- 
tion taken you,” says Paul, “but such 
as man can bear; but God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation make also the way of 
escape, that ye may be able to endure 
it.” 

Let us therefore resist the Devil, and 
he will flee from us. Lord, lead us not 
into temptation, but by Thy power de- 
liver us from evil and from the Evil 


One! 


NOVEMBER 12, 1950 
Fellowship with Other Christians. 


LESSON TEXT: ACTS 11:11-18; 
PHILIPPIANS 2:1-5 


Golden Text: “Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. Have this mind 
among yourselves, which you have in 
Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the 
form of God, did not count equality 
with God a ses t+) grasped” (Phil. 


Common Origin 
Adam 
Noah 
Divisions 
Ba 
World wars 
Christian Fellowship 
In Christ 
Among all peoples 
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It is a sorry statement to make, that 
the history of the human race -is 
marked by hatreds, enmities, murders, 
and wars. There are two murders in 
the course of the fourth chapter of 
Genesis. Sin lies at the root of all this 
evil mess, culminating in the official in- 
dictment of the race as recorded ‘in 
Genesis 6:5, where we read that the 
wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually (Heb., “every day”). 

How many centuries or millennivms 
God allowed this situation to continue, 
we do not know. But his patience was 
finally exhausted, and He decided to 
put an end to it and to make a new 
beginning. True, there were then, as 
always, a few who walked in fellow- 
ship with Him, as Enoch (Gen. 5:24), 
whom He removed from the worsen- 
ing scene without his having to pass 
through the experience of physical 
death. 

Noah too walked with God (6:10), 
and as a preacher of righteousness, 
protested, apparently in vain, against 
the evils of his day.. To him God gave 
orders to build an ark, so as to save a 
small nucleus of the race, by which it 
was to be continued after the storm of 
judgment had cleansed the earth, and 
from his three sons, Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth the whole earth was in the 
course of time overspread (9:18, 19). 


Divisions Among Men 


But water did not wash away sin. 
In spite of the important truth stated 
by Paul in Acts 17:26 that God “made 
of one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth,” the 
story of the Tower of Babel shows us 
how the race was scattered abroad 
upon the face of all the earth. In 
the course of time many languages and 
dialects developed; variations “within 
the species,” caused by differences in 
climate, occupation, and food, resulted 
in a variety of colors of skin and a 
great diversity of local racial and na- 
tional characteristics. 

Thus the solidarity of the human 
race was broken, and history has been 
marked by increasing animosity be- 
tween the so-called branches of the 
race, accounting for an almost con- 
tinuous succession of feuds and wars, 
culminating in several world wars, as 
we speak of them. 

In recent years we have been hear- 
ing the expression “One World,” a 
phrase which as an ideal should be 
actual and real, because of man’s com- 
mon origin, but as an actual fact it 
simply. does not exist, and at present 
seems farther than ever from being 
possible of realization. 
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PARTNERSHIP WITH THE 
SPIRIT. 


The early Church had such com- 
munion with the Spirit of God that 
they were able naturally to say, "It 
seemed good to the Holy Spirit and 
to us." 

But we will go further; it is the part- 
nership of the Holy Spirit. Now there 
never was a partnership entered into 
by accident; it is a deliberate thing. 
You have to sign deeds about an 
earthly partnership, and perhaps it 
might be helpful to some of us if we 
signed a deed of partnership with the 
Holy Spirit—He and | are going 
shares; | can draw on His resources 
for my need, and He can draw on me 
for His need. 











But our lesson title contains a word 
which would seem to offer some hope, 
at least, of the ideals being attained. 


Organizations, such as Rotary Inter-: 


national, have sought to foster the 
ideal, with some success within its 
membership, but the word “fellow- 
ship” in our lesson title, meaning, of 
course, Christian fellowship, is the 
final answer. Where the Spirit of 
Christ prevails in the hearts of men, 
racial barriers are removed (read 
John 4 and Lk. 10:30-37), and ani- 


mosities are resolved. 
Christian Fellowship 


The fellowship of the Christian is, 
through Christ, with the Father (1 
John 1:3); and by Him we are called 
into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord (1 Cor. 1:9), and in 
Philippians 2:1 we have a suggestion 
of fellowship with the Spirit. Wher- 
ever this fellowship with the three per- 
sons of the Trinity obtains, we shall 
find a human fellowship on its highest 
plane, of which 1 John 1:3 and 7, 
“fellowship one with another” in 
Christ, speaks. 

This precludes fellowship with de- 
mons (1 Cor. 10:20), and also with 
the unfruitful works of darkness, for 
it is a fellowship in the Gospel (Phil. 
1:5) of Christ, than which there is 
nothing which binds the hearts of men 
closer to each other in love, and peace, 
and joy. 

A common phrase often used to di- 
vide the race into two great groups is 
“Jews and Gentiles,” in association 
with which phrase there has unfortu- 
nately, and too frequently, appeared 
what is called antiSemitic hatred. That 
there is a power in the world that can 
-heal this breach was the joy of Paul’s 
heart. To him was assigned the com- 
mission to bring to the Gentiles the 
Gospel of reconciliation with the Fath- 
er through faith in His Son. Through 


Christ and His cross the breach wae 
closed, and Christian Jews and Chris- 
tian Gentiles became one body (the 
theme of Eph. 2 and 3), and the early 
Church continued with one accord, 
steadfastly, in the apostles’ doctrine 
(that is, teaching) and fellowship, and 
in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
And thus the Biblical divisions of the 
race today are (according to 1 Cor. 
10:32) Jews, Gentiles, and the church 
of God, the latter a permanent and 
growing fellowship. 

The story of how this fellowship 
grew is the story of the book of the 
Acts, the second volume of the two 
which Luke wrote. It is interesting to 
read the line of statistics running 
through the book. One hundred and 
twenty constituted the first assembly, 
according to 1:15. Three thousand 
“souls” were added to the company as 
the result of Peter’s “Pentecost ser- 
mon” (2:41). Five thousand “men” 
came to believe as the result of the 
healing of the man lame from birth 
(4:4). And, in 2:47, there were added 
daily such as were being saved. 


From All Nations 


The section comprising chapters 8- 
10 of the book of Acts is particularly 
interesting. All the first Christians 
were Hebrew Christians, but after 
Stephen’s official indictment against 
the Jews as a nation, 7:51-52, show- 
ing how they had persecuted and slain 
the prophets whom the Father had 
sent; how they had crucified the Son 
whom He had sent, and how they had 
been continuously resisting the Holy 
Spirit whom He had sent, thus having 
rejected the three Persons of the Trin- 
ity, the Christian fellowship enlarged 
as the Gospel message went out to rep- 
resentatives of the descendants of Ham 
(ch. 8), of Shem (ch. 9) and of Japh- 
eth (ch. 10), the sons of Noah; racial 
diversity indeed, but unity of faith 
and spirit. 

Into this fellowship of believers 
comes the Ethiopian eunuch, evidently 
a proselyte from the line of Ham, who 
had come to Jerusalem “for to wor- 
ship.” On his return he is overtaken 
by Philip the Evangelist, whom the 
Holy Spirit had detached from a suc- 
cessful revival in Samaria and ordered 
to go down the road leading by way of 
Gaza to Africa. Philip finds him inter- 
ested in the text of a manuscript which 
proved to be the book of the prophet 
Isaiah. He was reading the passage in 
the Greek text, as verse 32 shows. 

Philip engages him in conversation, 
and at the request of the Ethiopian, ex- 
plains the meaning of this “crucifixion 
chapter” by preaching to him Jesus 
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(v. 35) as the Lamb slain for man’s 
redemption. He believes and is bap- 
tized, whereupon he continues his 
homeward journey rejoicing, because 
he had a good traveling companion 
the rest of the way, Jesus in his heart. 
Thus the fellowship is enlarged, pro- 
phetic of the inclusion of Africa. 

Paul’s name appears for the first 
time as Saul in the account of the 
stoning of Stephen (7:58). In Acts 9 
(also in chapters 22 and 26) we have 
the account of his conversion, one of 
the most important events in the course 
of human history. And a real “con- 
version,” an absolute “turning about,” 
for, having hated the very name of 
Christ and those who constituted the 
Church of Christ, he meets the Lord 
on the Damascus road as He speaks to 
him from Heaven. This startling vi- 
sion of the Lord Jesus in its glory com- 
pletely transformed his life. 


Apostle to the Gentiles 


The significant phase of his strange 
experience was that he received a spe- 
cial commission to preach the Gospel 
to the Gentiles, as stated earlier in the 
lesson. And thus, as a descendant of 
Shem, of the seed of Abraham, he is 
chosen to begin the fulfilling of the 
promise given to Abraham, that in his 
seed all the nations (Gentiles) of the 
earth should be blessed, a wonderful 
prospect of an enlarging Christian fel- 
lowship. 

In Acts 10 we are in the home of a 
Gentile, the Roman centurion, Cor- 
nelius, who had his military headquar- 
ters in Caesarea. He was interested in 
knowing more about the Lord Jesus, 
having perhaps learned about Him 
from Philip the Evangelist who lived 
in the same town! In a vision, an 
angel of God appeared to him at three 
o’clock in the afternoon of a certain 
day, ordering him to send messengers 
to Joppa where they would find Peter. 

Him they were to ask to come to the 
home of Cornelius to answer his ques- 
tions. Although it was not customary 
for Jews to enter the home of a Gen- 
tile, he does so. Qn arrival, he finds 
Cornelius and a house party gathered 
to hear him. As he preaches Jesus to 
them, the Holy Spirit falls upon them 
and thus incorporates a goodly num- 
ber of new believers into the Christian 
fellowship. And thus this fellowship 
is enlarged by the inclusion of repre- 
sentatives of the line of Japheth. 

The more conservative Hebrew 
Christians in Jerusalem had a hard 
time reconciling themselves to the idea 
that Gentile Christians (the “other 
Christians” of our topic) should or 
could be admitted into their fellow- 
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ship. But when Peter came to Jeru- 
salem in order to explain what had 
happened, they saw the guiding hand 
of God’s providence in it and declared 
that God had also granted repentance 
unto life “to the Gentiles.” Our print- 
ed lesson is Peter’s explanation (11: 
11-18), a brief rehearsal of the details 
as given in chapter 10. 

In chapter 12 Paul sets out on the 
first of his misisonary journeys into 
foreign countries, the result of which 
was the establishing of Christian 
churches in many communities, repre- 
senting a variety of national groups. 


True Fellowship 


The second portion of our lesson is 
taken from a letter which Paul wrote 
to one of these churches, that in 
Philippi in Macedonia. In a para- 
phrase of this passage (by Vincent; 
I.C.C., Scribner’s 1903) he says: “If 
therefore there is any power of exhorta- 
tion in your experience as Christians; 
if your mutual love affords you any 
consolation; if you are in true fellow- 
ship with the Spirit of God; if there 
are any tender mercies and compas- 
sions in your hearts—I beseech you to 
complete my joy by your unanimity 
and your love to each other. Do not 
act from a spirit of faction or vain- 
glory, but each of you account his 
brother as better than himself, and 
study his interests in preference to 
your own.” 

True fellowship considers the wel- 
fare of others, which marked the spirit 
of Christ, who felt that He should not 
“hold on to” His equality with God, 
but, laying it aside, so that He might 
appear as man in the course of human 
history, He suffered as an obedient 
servant, death on a cross, and thus 
made possible the fellowship of be- 
lievers, in behalf of whom He prayed 
before His passion that they might all 
be one (John 17). 





A SWEET SAVOUR 


Why is there so little that really 
deserves the name of worship? Why 
is there so little in our midst to refresh 
the heart of God? So little that He 
can speak of as “His bread for His 
sacrifices made by fire, for a sweet 
savour unto Him." We are occupied 
with self and its surroundings, our 
wants, our weakness, our trials, and 
difficulties; and we leave God without 
the bread of His sacrifice. We actual- 
ly rob Him of His due and of that 
which His loving heart desires. 











NOVEMBER 19, 1950 
Christian Worship 
LESSON TEXT: ISAIAH 1:11-17; 
JOHN 4:19-24; COLOSSIANS 3:16 
Golden Text: “God is spirit, and those 


who worship Him must worship in spirit 
and truth” (John 4:24) 


Man's Religions 
God in man's image 
Worshiping the creature 


The Jews 
Called to worship God 
The tabernacle and priests 
The festivals and feasts 


The Prophets 
Called the people back to true worship 
Preached holiness of life 
Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 
True worship—universal 
True worship—spiritual 


The syllable “wor” in the word 
“worship” is all that is left of the word 
“worth” in the original form of the 
word “worship,” which was “worth- 
ship,” implying a recognition of the 
worth of the person worshiped. From 
the Christian view point, God alone 
is the one “worthy” or worship. 

When Cornelius received Peter into 
his house (Acts 10:25), he “fell down 
at his feet, and worshiped him.” But 
Peter forbade him, “took him up, say- 
ing, Stand up; I myself also am a 
man” (v. 26). In Matthew 8:2, a 
leper came to Jesus and worshiped 
Him, asking for cleansing. Naturally, 
Jesus did not forbid him, for He was 
God manifest in flesh, and therefore 
the proper object of “worthship.” 


Man’s Worship of Man 


God created man in His image, by 
virtue of which fact man is the only 
form of life on earth having the capac- 
ity to worship, which means the abili- 
ty to recognize God as his Creator. 
Satan’s temptation was to crowd God 
out of man’s thinking, and by obeying 
his deceptive suggestions, he woild 
become as God (Gen. 3:5), thus wor- 
shiping himself, which is the essence 
of humanism. 

But when man comes to the point of 
worshiping himself, he will substitute 
anything for God as the object of his 
worship. Paul describes the low level 
of the religion of the heathen world 
as having changed the truth concern- 
ing God into a lie, and therefore “wor- 
shiped and served the creature (crea- 
tion) rather than God the Creator” 
(Rom. 1:25). 

It was because of this that God is 
said to have given man up (Rom. 
1:24, 26,28), since man had given 
Him up. But, since His mercy en- 
dureth forever, He formulated a plan, 
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which was to carry through the cen- 
turies, by calling Abram (Abraham) 
out of Ur of the Chaldees, thus to 
separate him unto Himself, promising 
that in his seed all the nations of the 
earth were to be blessed. 


Jewish Worship 


Abraham obeyed, and at every stage 
of his journey he erected an altar, the 
symbol of worship (Gen. 12:7, 8). 
From Abraham and his posterity there 
was gradually developed a nation, to 
which were given laws and forms of 
worship intended to keep Israel s-pa- 
rate from the heathen peoples living 
in and near the land (Canaan), which 
became the home of Abraham and his 
descendants. 

Abraham was “to walk before God” 
(Gen. 17:1), that is, in constant com- 
munion and fellowship with Him. Since 
it is proverbially difficult to keep re- 
ligion spiritual, there was the constant 
danger that Israel might revert to the 
level of their Gentile neighbors and 
worship their idols, a worship which 
was usually accompanied by sensuous 
and lustful practices, which naturally 
appealed to the flesh. 

Exodus, chapter 1, gives us the 
story of the growth of this nation in 
Egypt as Joshua tells of the settlement 
of Israel in the land of Canaan after 
forty years of wandering in the wilder- 
ness. During that time many evi- 
dences appeared of Egyptian influences 
upon them, among which the “golden 
calf” was the most significant (Exod. 
32). 

But at this time also the Tabernacle 
was constructed accomling to a pattern 
given by the Lord Himself to Moses 
at Sinai, the purpose of which was to 
help Israel to worship the true God, 
Jehovah, spiritually through visible 
symbols of spiritual truths. 

A priesthood was established to 
represent Israel before God, Who 
promised to dwell in the Holy of 
Holies, a holy God in the midst of a 
holy people. The priests were also to 
represent God before the people, and it 
was a solemn moment when the High 
Priest stood before the assembly of 
Israel and pronounced this benediction 
upon them: “The Lord bless thee, and 
keep thee; the Lord make His face 
shine upon thee, and be gracious unto 
thee; the Lord lift up His countenance 
upon thee, and give thee peace” (Num. 
6:24-26), a threefold benediction, 
prophetic, as it were, of the fuller 
revelation of the Holy Trinity as given 
in the New Testament benediction 
(2 Cor. 13:14). 

In the book of Leviticus we find 
detailed descriptions of the sacrifices 
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by which Israel was to get into right 
relation with God, involving, of course, 
the expiation of sin through the shed- 
ding of blood, and in the later chap- 
ters we find a series of festivals and 
feasts running through the year, by 
which Israel was to keep right with 
God. 


Low Estate of Worship 


But what happened? Idolatry was 
introduced into the life of the nation 
by Solomon (1 Ki. 3:1; 11:1-10), 
later aided and abetted by the wicked 
king Ahab, who did even worse than 
Jeroboam, the first king of the North- 
ern Kingdom, had done. 

To forestall the inevitable conse- 
quences of such willful defections from 
God’s program for Israel, he sent a 
series of remarkable men, called 
prophets, to his people. Not only had 
the people fallen into idolatry, but, as 
a direct result, the real significance of 
sacrifices and festivals, rites and cere- 
monials, rituals and ordinances, sym- 
bols and liturgies, was lost, having 
become perfunctory, mechanical, and 
empty of all spiritual values. 

From many passages in the prophet- 
ical books bewailing the low estate to 
which Israel in her worship had fallen, 
and calling God’s people back to Him- 
self, the first portion of our lesson has 
been selected as a remarkable indict- 
ment against Israel, and at the same 
time, a pathetic appeal to Israel to 
cease their hypocritical practices at 
God’s altars, having merely the form 
of godliness, but denying the powér 
thereof. One should, indeed, at this 
point, read the whole of the first chap- 
ter of Isaiah’s prophecy. 

In verse 10 Isaiah addresses the 
rulers and people as rulers of Sodom 
and people of Gomorrah, so far had 
they departed from God as the prophet 
describes them in verses 2-9. And yet 
they maintained a semblance of wor- 
ship which God could not accept be- 
cause of their evil hearts. 

“To what purpose,” God asks, “is 
the multitude of your sacrifices unto 
Me; I am full of the burnt offerings 
of rams, and the fat of the fed beasts; 
and I delight not in the blood of bul- 
locks, or of lambs, or of he-goats.” 
The sins of the people could not be 
atoned for by such sacrifices apart 
from true repentence, which was not 
evident, for they persisted in their evil 
ways, as described later by Ezekiel 
16:49. 


; God’s Call to Worship 
It was not in this spirit that God 


had asked His people to come into His 
courts to appear before Him (v. 12), 
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2, 9, 16, 23, 30—St. Matthew's Lutheran 
Church, York, Pa.; November 3, 10, 17, 24 
—Y.M.C.A. Auditorium, Lancaster, Pa. 

William Allan Dean, Pastor, Aldan Union 
Church, Alden, Pa.: November 2, 9, 16, 30 
—Rosemont Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, 
Pa.; November 6, 13, 20, 27—First Presby- 
terian Church, Norristown, Pa.; November 
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ber 5 (A.M.)—First English Baptist Church, 
Minersville, Pa.; November 5 (P.M.) Prim- 
rose Union Chapel, Primrose, Pa.; Novem- 
ber 18—Youth for Christ, Pottstown, Pa.; 
November 26—Blockley Baptist Church, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
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as Jeremiah also says in 7:22. What 
He did ask is stated there in verse 23: 
“Obey my voice, and I will be your 
God, and ye shall be My people; and 
walk ye in all the ways that I have 
commanded you, that it may be well 
unto you.” But in verse 24 he says: 
“But they hearkened not, but walked 
in the counsels and in the imagination 
of their evil heart, and went backward, 
and not forward.” 

Therefore, says Isaiah in verse 13, 
speaking for the Lord: “Bring no more 
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vain (lying) oblations; incense is an 
abomination unto Me” (without the 
sweet odor of a godly life). High 
festivals, Sabbath days, crowded as- 
semblies—devoid of spiritual appre- 
hension of such services, God cannot 
endure because of the contradiction 
between great crowds and barren souls. 
Why should such worshipers wear 
down the temple pavements to no pur- 
! 

Even their formal and perfunctory 
prayers God will not hear. In making 
their petitions He will neither see their 
outstretched hands nor hear the re- 
quests they may make of Him. 

God therefore asks them to wash 
their hands which are full of blood; 
to put away the evil of their deeds, 
that He may not have to see in their 
daily lives that which contradicts their 
pretended acts of worship. - Mercy 
shown by them to their fellows, to the 
poor, the needy, the oppressed, He 
prefers to sacrifices which they were 
bringing merely to “cover up” their 
evil deeds, as an outward display of 
apparent righteousness. 

It is therefore of the greatest im- 
portance that Israel cease from doing 
evil and learn to do well; that they 
execute righteous judgment and jus- 
tice; that they maintain the right of 
the oppressed, care for the orphans, 
and plead the cause of the widows. 
The echo of this in the New Testament 
is the familiar statement of James 
1:27, “Pure religion and undefiled be- 
fore God and the Father is this: To 
visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep oneself un- 
spotted from the world.” We cannot 
worship God aright if we are not in 
right relation with our fellowmen. We 
must love God with all our heart, and 
our neighbors as ourselves. 


The Samaritan Woman 


In John 4 we have Jesus’ conversa- 
tion with the woman of Sychar, a 
Samaritan, at Jacob’s well. Again we 
suggest that teachers should read the 
whole chapter. In the course of the 
conversation she recognized Jesus as 
a Jew, v. 9, then as a prophet, v. 19, 
and finally as the Messiah, verses 25 
and 26. 

After Jesus, knowing by divine in- 
tuition the immoral life of this woman, 
had revealed to her that He could give 
her living water to satisfy her spiritual 
needs, she suddenly turned the conver- 
sation to the subject of worship, point- 
ing to the Samaritan temple on neigh- 
boring Mount Gerizium. (For this, 
teachers should refer to a good Bible 
Dictionary under the word Samari- 
tans). 

But, said she, you Jews insist that 
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Jerusalem is the proper place where 
men ought to worship. Jesus then 
teaches her and us that true worship 
is not a matter of geography, but of 
the heart. We need make no pilgrim- 
ages to Jerusalem, Mecca or to Rome, 
for says Jesus, “Believe Me, the time 
is coming, when ye shall neither in 
this mountain nor yet at Jerusalem, 
worship the Father.” God is spirit, 
not to be localized, and therefore we, 
whether as individuals, or as a cor- 
porate body of believers anywhere on 
earth, worship in spirit and in truth, 
for the Father seeketh such worshipers 
to worship Him. 

In Colossians 3:16 Paul gives us a 
brief glimpse of a Christian group at 
worship. In them dwells the Word 
of Christ richly in all wisdom, rejoicing 
in the Christ of the Word through 
whom all true worship of the Father 
is possible, for He is the revealer of 
the Father. 


Joy in Worship 


It is significant that Christian wor- 
ship is carried on in an atmosphere 
of rejoicing, expressing itself in psalms, 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace 
in the hearts of the believers unto the 
Lord. In such songs we find our- 
selves exhorted to grow in grace and 
in fuller knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, at the same time 
teaching and admonishing one another, 
so that we come to worship our Lord 
in the beauty of holiness (See Eph. 
5:18-20, Psalm 96). 

“O come, let us worship and bow 
down; let us kneel before the Lord 
our Maker, for He is our God, and 
we are the people of His pasture, and 
the sheep of His hand (Psa. 95:6, 7). 
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The Stewardship of Money 


LESSON TEXT: 2 CORINTHIANS 9: 
6-8; PHILIPPIANS 4:10-18 


Golden Text: “Each one must do as he 

has made up his mind, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver’’ (2 Cor. 9:7) 


Stewardship 
Meaning 
History 
Old Testament 
Eliezer 
Joseph's steward 
Stewards of the king 
New Testament 
Greek words 
Partnership with God 
Cheerful giving 
Blessing from giving 


The word “stewardship” occurs in 
the titles of three consecutive lessons, 


beginning with the one for today. A 
steward originally meant a household 








GIFTS OF LOVE 


The measure of our love must be the 
measure of our gifts and sacrifices, if 
we would please Him whose eye 
searcheth the heart and trieth the 
reins. Moses would take no offering 
from the niggard giver. 

Christ will not accept. offerings that 
run in a rut. Individual conscience 
needs to be in exercise; and with 
larger love will come more liberal 
service, more entire consecration, more 
complete surrender of worldly good; 
and all will be done in the joyful, ex- 
uberant gratitude of those who make 
large gains. Read Phil. 2:7-9. 











officer on a lord’s estate having charge 
of the cattle. It is composed of the 
word “sty” and “ward,” meaning the 
guardian of the pig-, goat-, or sheep- 
pen. Later it came to mean the head 
manager in the administration of a 
manor or estate, presiding at the 
manorial courts, auditing accounts, 
conducting inquests, and controlling 
the husbandry arrangements: in gen- 
eral, a man employed on a large estate, 
to manage the domestic concern, super- 
vise servants, keep accounts, collect 
rent or income, and disburse money 
for household expenses, etc. Gradually, 
it became a political office, rising in 
importance until married to Marjorie 
Bruce Walter, the Stewart of Scotland, 
founded the most picturesque of royal 
houses, named “Stuart.” The word 
is found as a family name as early 
as 1273. In some denominations, such 
as the Methodist, a steward is one of 
a body of officers in charge of the 
finances and other temporal interests 
of a local church. So much for the 
dictionary! e 

In studying the history of the word 
and the corresponding institution of 
stewardship, it is evident that the note 
of responsibility is dominant, related 
to the idea of a personal interest in, 
even a personal identification with, 
the interests and welfare of the lord 
or master by whom one is employed as 
steward. “It is required in stewards, 
that a man be found faithful” says 
Paul in 1 Corinthians 4:2, after he 
had spoken of himself in the preceding 
verse as a minister of Christ, a steward 
of the mysteries of God. 


Old Testament 


The first occurrence of the word in 
the King James Bible is in Genesis 
15:2, where Abraham says, “the stew- 
ard of my house is this Eliezer of 
Damascus,” although the American 
Revision (1901) reads, “he that shall 
be possessor of my house is Eliezer of 


(Continued on page 32) 
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GALATIANS—The Charter of Christian 
Liberty. Merrill C. Tenney. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., 1950. 200 pages. $2.50. 
Galatians, The Charter of Christian Lib- 

erty, is not only a commentary on Gala- 

tians but a work book on how to study the 

Bible. It takes the epistle to the Galatians 

as its material and then proceeds to de- 

monstrate how the book may be studied 
from many viewpoints. 

There are nine methods which Dr. Mer- 
rill C. Tenney, dean of the Graduate 
School of Wheaton College, uses in the 
study of this epistle; the synthetic method, 
the critical method, the biographical 
method, the historical method, the theo- 
logical, rhetorical, topical, analytical meth- 
ods and the devotional method. 

Each of these methods is amply illus- 
trated. There are diagrams throughout the 
work which are helpful as memory aids. 
Not only are the methods illustrated, but 
the author shows how to use each one. 

This reviewer feels this book is a must 
for every Bible student. If one follows Dr. 
Tenney carefully, one will know not only 
how to study Galatians but every other 
book in the Bible. He shows you how to 
get at the truth of the Word for yourself 
and how to present it to others. 

R. L. K. 


The Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. 
J. B. Lightfoot. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. XIV, 384 
pages. $3.50. 

Zondervan gives us another reprint clas- 
sic in J. B. Lightfoot’s The Epistle of St. 
Paul to the Galatians. Bishop Lightfoot, 
in this great work, gives us everything 
there is to know about this important let- 
ter of the apostle and the conditions sur- 
rounding its writing. Along with the 
commentary is a complete Greek text 
which scholars will enjoy. However, the 
comments upon the Greek text by Bishop 
Lightfoot are such that the English reader 
will appreciate them to the enrichment of 
his own study of this epistle. 

In his introductory chapters certain criti- 
cal problems of the letter are thoroughly 
discussed. When was the epistle written? 
To whom was it written—North Galatia, 
South Galatia, a church, a province, to 
whom? All the various views on these 
questions are presented and then Lightfoot 
gives his view. 

There is an excellent presentation of the 
character and contents of the epistle, and 
a great apology for its genuineness. A 
study of the Galatian people is given which 
enables the reader to appreciate the psy- 
chological background of the people to 
whom the apostle was writing. 

After the comments upon the Greek 
texts, there are three dissertations: Were 
the Galatians Celts or Teutons? the Breth- 
ren of the Lord, St. Paul and the three 
(the apostles James, Peter and John). 
These subjects are treated exhaustively. 

Though this book may be difficult for 
the popular reader, the student of the 
Galatian epistle will do well to have it in 
his library. 

R. L. K. 


ETERNITY 


God of the Valleys. Edited by Anne Hazel- 
ton. China Inland Mission, Philadelphia. 
88 p. $.30. 

One does not ordinarily find spiritual re- 
freshment in an annual report. But when 
it is a report of what God has done—that 
is different. “God of the Valleys” is the 
story of the China Inland Mission for the 
year 1949. In the survey of the year by the 
General Director of the Mission, Bishop 
Frank Houghton, this is called “The Year 
in the Valley.” As the various aspects of 
the Mission’s work are recounted, the valley 
is seen to be a “Valley of Winnowed 
Grain,” a “Valley of Vision,” a “Valley of 
the Shadow,” a "Fruitful Valley,’ etc. The 
glorious testimony to the faithfulness of 
God is climaxed by a final chapter entitled, 
“In the Valley a Rock,” and in the epilogue 
headed, “Every Valley Exalted.” 


The changes incident to the establish- 
ment of a Communist government in China 
are carefully reviewed and bravely faced. 
The fact of untold suffering on the part 
of Chinese Christians and missionaries is 
not minimized but is set in the light of 
the blessing pronounced by Christ upon 
those who suffer for righteousness sake. . . 
The faith of those who have been tried in 
the fire is at once a rebuke to those who 
trust the Lord so little and a stimulus to 
a fuller reliance upon Him. The record of 
answers to prayer is thrilling reading and a 
spiritual tonic. But the constant testimony 
to the all-sufficient grace of God and to 
His sovereignty in everything makes this 
report glow with a message that every 
Christian should read. 


H. W. O. 


Hvmns. Compiled by Paul W. Beckwith, 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. Chi- 
cavo. 164 selections, paper, 75c. Revised 
1950. 


The Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship is 
doing a solid type of evangelism on the 
campuses of secular colleges and universi- 
ties of this country. For these IVCF groups, 
singing is more than casual amusement; it 
is worship, testimony, humble prayer—all 
set to beautiful music. 

This has not always been true. In order 
for this condition to prevail it was neces- 
sary for Inter-Varsity to compile a hymn 
book which would provide the words and 
music to make such singing possible. 

The first edition of Hymns was brought 
out in 1947 and met with instant acceptance 
on the campus. Now after a second print- 
ing has been exhausted another revised edi- 
tion of Hymns has been printed which gives 
every indication of being even better than 
the first. 

Thirty new hymns have been added to 
this edition. Most of these editions are 
not found in American hymnals as is true 
for a great number of hymns found in this 
book. The compiler is particularly to be 
congratulated on giving us “My faith has 
“found a resting place,” and “And can it be 
that I should gain” the latter being 2 mag- 
nificent hymn by Charles Wesley which the 
Methodist hymnal has dropped in recent 
years. Ten hymns included in the earlier 
edition are missing from this present edi- 


tion. It would seem that “O for a closer 
walk with God” might be the only one 
missed considering the purpose for which 
the book was originally prepared. 

It is regrettable that the publisher has 
persisted in the somewhat unusual combi- 
nation of words and music in some instances. 
One glaring example is that of the music 
used to the words of “In the cross of Christ 
I glory.” It would seem that in this case 
and others the book would have gained 
if the compiler had been less unorthodox 
in selection of tunes and arrangements. The 
binding, too, is unsatisfactory, especially 
for use at the piano. It is hoped that this 
can be corrected in future printings. 

The above shortcomings are, however, 
quite small in view of the monumental 
job which has been done. It is doubtful 
if any other collection of hymns now in 
print can supply such a beautiful and wor- 
shipful selection of hymns—both words and 
music—as does this publication. 


It is recommended wherever Christian 
groups truly wish to honor God in their 
singing. 

J-P.H. 


The Christian Message to Islam. J. Chris- 
ty Wilson. Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York. 189 p. $2.25. 

The Moslem world has long been regard- 
ed as a most difficult field in which to 
propagate the Christian Gospel. Hence any 
work which contributes to a better under- 
standing of the problems involved should 
be welcomed by informed Christians every- 
where. This volume by J. Christy Wilson, 
former missionary to Iran, and now Di- 
rector of Field Work and Associate Profes- 
sor of Ecumenics, Princeton Theological 
Seminary, makes such a contribution. It 
apprizes the Christian reader of the diffi- 
culties and dangers involved in missionary 
enterprise .among the Moslems. It en- 
courages the heart of true believers by a 
rehearsal of contemporary events which 
demonstrate the supernatural power of the 
Gospel to work miracles of grace in so 
arid an atmosphere. It gives us up-to-date 
knowledge of the modus operandi in 
evangelizing the Moslems, comparing past 
and present methods of evangelism. 

The author displays a comprehensive 
grasp of the history of Islamic countries, 
a detailed knowledge of the geography, 
and a thorough understanding of their so- 
cial, economic, and political status. He 
relates present world interest in Iraq and 
Iran to their strategic locations and their 
rich natural resources—notably oil, pres- 
ent in seemingly inexhaustible quantities. 





ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE 


will gladly obtain for you any book 
now in print, or, if it is out of print, 
will do all possible to locate it for 
you. Simply send us your order giv- 
ing the title of the book, the name 
of the author, and enclose check or 
money order for the advertised cost © 
of the book. 

New books will be shipped 
promptly. Search for out of print 
books will be continued for three 
months from receipt of request. 

Use ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE 
for all book orders. Your patronage 
will help expand the ministry of 
ETERNITY. 

















However, the burden of the book has to 
do with matters of much greater moment 
—the methods and means of communicat- 
ing the Gospel to the fanatical followers of 
Islam. Dr. Wilson indicates that the Chris- 
tian approach to the Moslems has under- 
gone considerable transition in more recent 
years. Controversy was once the keynote 
of such enterprise. Christian missionaries 
and scholars interested in reaching Mos- 
lems for Christ, were sometimes prone to 
place primary emphasis upon the develop- 
ment of a superior apologetic. In this they 
were eminently successful, as Tisdall’s 
Sources of Islam and Pfander’s Balance of 
Truth well attest, and neutral students of 
both faiths freely admit. However, it is 
one thing to win the argument, and quite 
another to win the man. Facts are inade- 
quate to dispel fanaticism—especially when 
fanaticism has its roots in energetic spir- 
itual darkness. Moreover, Moslems, like 
the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, are 
interested in religious argumentation in 
the abstract, provided that it is void of 
personal application, or moral and spir- 
itual incisiveness. 

In contrast, the summary fundamentals 
of modern missionary methods (which Dr. 
Wilson indicates have been honored of 
God to the salvation of many Moslems) 
are as follows: 

1. Present Christ always in the most 
positive way and do not attack Islam. This 
positive approach, of course, includes the 
persuasive power of a holy life, radiating 
the love and spirit of Christ. 

2. Seek to become expert in the method 
of answering that our Lord used, to touch 
the heart and the conscience. 

3. Answer, in so far as possible, every 
point from the Bible. 


The author, in advocating this positive 
Y ge hastens to reveal his awareness 
of a legitimate element of contention in- 
volved in any well-rounded presentation of 
the Christian faith. He does not suggest 
that the missionary run away from sea- 
sonable opportunities for entering into 
enlightening and clarifying controversy 
with serious and sincere seekers. 

We rejoice at the large place Dr. Wil- 
son gives to the Word of God. He prop- 
erly recognizes the Bible to be the mis- 
sionary’s principal weapon in the Chris- 
tian conquest of the strongholds of spir- 
itual darkness. ‘His chapter “The Bible in 
Missions” reflects a high doctrine of in- 
spiration, a recognition of the supernatural 
power of the Word to convict and convert, 
as well as sound and profound interpre- 
tive insights. He sees the Bible in spir- 
itual actuality, as “a single volume”; it is 
“God’s complete revelation”; it has as its 
“single central theme running throughout 
the whole volume—redemption”; and: “the 
great central fact in all this revelation is 
Jesus Christ.” Particularly cogent is his 
statement “It is the Word of God not the 
word of man that saves. How necessary 
then that we present the Bible to the Mos- 
lems under the direction of its Author— 
The Holy Spirit.” 

The most thrilling chapter of the book 
is “Converts from Islam.” Although the 
results of missionary endeavor among the 
Mohammedans have been somewhat dis- 
couraging from a quantitative standpoint, 
they have been most satisfying from the 
qualitative. The biographical sketches of 
some of these comparatively recent con- 
verts from Islam are in themselves worth 
many times the price of the book. They 
wonderfully vindicate to missionary en- 
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4919 tl. Albany Ave., Chicago 25, Illinois 


Hehrew Christians Active In Europe and Israel 


This report is penned upon return from my journeys in Eu- 
rope and the Holy Land in connection with the work of our 


I wish our friends who pray for us and support our work 
could have sat with 
England, Holland and Germany and heard the stirring reports 
of our Hebrew Christian activities and discussion of our un- 
precedented opportunities especially in the Holy Land. If 
only our friends could have met some of our Hebrew Christian 
—Dr. Arnold Frank, our President Emeritus, who 
for over 50 years labored as a missionary in Germany and 
through whom more Jews have been converted than any one 


International President, who uses his gifts and powers for 


HEBREW CHRISTIANS GRATEFUL 

Never shall we forget the moving expressions of heartfelt gratitude on the part 
of Hebrew Christians to whom we have been sending food and other forms of relief. 
So many who had suffered indescribable hunger and brutal treatment said that our 
ministry had not only saved them from starvation but helped to rehabilitate them 
morally and spiritually. And what a joy to see them now at work as missionary 
leaders in England, Israel, and other countries. 

Having discussed afresh with my colleagues the magnitude of our Hebrew 
Christian witness I earnestly appeal once more for the prayers and gifts of God’s 
stewards to help sustain our work. Amongst the heartrending appeals is one from 
Hungary, where life for Jews and Hebrew Christians is very grim. This Hebrew Chris- 
tian teacher writes: “My family is reduced to near starvation, so I pray you, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to send us now a food parcel.” 


A copy of our News Letter from Israel and Europe will be sent on request. 


Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
Dept. N 9! Believue Ave., Toronto, Ontario 
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thusiasts of less patient expectation, the 
efforts of those who seek to sow the Word 
of God in a most difficult and dangerous 
field. May the trophies of God’s grace 
such as are described here prove certain 
harbingers of a harvest yet to be gathered! 
For all who would intelligently pray for 
such results, and for those who are called 
to carry the Christian message to Islam, 
this book is “required reading.” 
G. S. 


A Jew in the Plan of God. Robert L. 
Evans. Loizeaux Brothers, New York. 
192 p. index. $2.25. 


Here is a book that deserves wide read- 
ing. It is on a subject about which many 
are either uninformed or misinformed. It 
is one with which every Christian should 
be thoroughly acquainted and which has a 
most timely signficance for the student of 
current affairs. In view of the recent estab- 
lishment of the government of Israel and 
its recognition by the United Nations as 
one of the sovereign nations of the world, 
one owes it to himself to read, “The Jew 
in the Plan of God.” 

The Jew has long been an enigma to the 
rest of the world. How he has continued 
to exert so large an influence in everv 
sphere of human activity even though he 
has been hated and despised; why it has 
been impossible to destroy the Jew in spite 
of repeated efforts to annihilate his race; 
how he has been able to remain distinct 
from all the other peoples of the world 
although he has lived and labored among 
them for centuries; how it has been possible 
to bring the Jew from every corner of the 
world to Palestine and to establish a na- 
tion there when there has been no national 
unity—these and many other questions arise 
in the mind of any thinking person. It is 
the aim of this book to answer these ques- 
tions by revealing the hand of God in the 
history of this people. 

The author takes the Scriptures as the 
key to the Jewish enigma. He traces the 
history of the Jew from the call of Abra- 
ham to the present day and sets forth the 
Biblical picture of the future of the Tew. 
He also takes up, against this Scriptural 
background, the more immediate asvects 
of the Jewish question, such as anti-Semit- 
ism, Zionism, and the new Jewish republic. 
He clearly shows the inevitable relation- 
ship of the rest of the world to the Tew 
so that it is seen that the movements of 
the Jew furnish a key with which we may 
unlock the meaning of world events. 

This is not merely a book on the Jew; 
it is a clear. concise, yet comprehensive un- 
folding of the entire prophetic plan of God. 
It is the kind of book that merits careful 
study. It is sometimes hard for the average- 
Christian to get out of the Scriptures for 
himself the wonderful teaching of the Word 
of God concerning God’s plan in these days 
of strife and distress. Here one finds real 
help. This book will plot a course of study 
through the Old and New Testaments. 

Dr. Robert L. Evans is widely known as a 
sound Bible teacher. He has served as a 
missionary in China, and has held pas- 
torates here at home. Out of a rich experi- 
ence, an intense interest in prophecy, and 
an extensive study of the Scriptures, he has 
written this book. Dr. Evans has the gift 
of being able to say a great deal in a few 
words, and to express his thoughts in a 
clear, direct, and logical manner. This 
makes for easy reading and comprehension. 

This book proves that the promises made 
to the Jew by God cannot be spiritually 
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applied to the Church but are to be literal- 
ly fulfilled. The author very tellingly con- 
trasts the mission and future glory of the 
Church. with the mission and future glory 
of Israel. 

A very helpful “question box” concludes 
the book. “Common questions that relate 
to the Jewish race” are taken up and an- 
swered. Among such questions are discussed 
the unceasing conflict between the Arab 
and the Jew, and “British-Israelism.” 

This is a book that honors the Lord. 
God’s faithfulness to His covenant is em- 
phasized throughout, and Jesus Christ the 
Messiah is everywhere exalted. 

Anyone who takes the time to read and 
digest the contents of this book will have 
a thorough grasp not only of God’s plan 
for the Jew, but also for the Church and 
for the world. 

H.W. 0: 
BOOKS RECEIVED: 


Skid Row Stopgap, The Memphis Story. 
Mel Larson. Van Kampen Press, 1950. 
112 pages. $1.50. 

The story of a rescue mission. 


Fire on the Prairie. W. Wyeth Willard. 
Van Kampen Press, 1950. 208 pages. 
$2.50. 

An historical narrative about Wheaton 

College. 


The Imitation of Christ. Gerard Zerbolt 
of Zutphen (Teacher of Thomas 4 Kem- 
pis). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
1950. 116 pages. $1.00. 


Enjoy Your Bible. G. H. Harding Wood, 
M.A. Henry E. Walter, Ltd., London. 86 
p- $.75. 

“My friend, Mr. Harding Wood, is him- 
self a devoted Bible student and an experi- 
enced Bible teacher. If any young Chris- 
tian desires an introduction to the delights 
and profit of Bible study, I can confidently 
recommend this book; and I do this be- 
lieving that more careful Bible Study is 
one of our paramount needs today. May 
God make the users of this volume skilful 
in the use of the Sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Word of God.” . 

Fred Mitchell in the Foreword 

Crowded to Christ. L. E. Maxwell. Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., 1950. 354 p. $3.00. 

A message to remind Christians that the 
Christian life is intended to be a super- 
natural miracle, lived moment by moment 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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@ Because relief of impoverished Jews 
—and particularly of Hebrew Christians 
— is spotty and inadequate, we have 
established lifesaving <hannels for reach- 
ing thousands with food, clothing, and the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Pray for us. Write for information. 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF JEWISH MISSIONS, INC 


ETERNITY 


A Window on the World 


(Continued from page 19) 


When the Marshall Plan was first 
outlined, I wrote in Revelation that 
five billion dollars was too little. The 
United States should immediately put 
aside one hundred billion dollars for 
the rehabilitation of the torn places 
of the world. 

Communism is not made because 
people like the idea, but because their 
stomachs are empty. If a man is well 
fed he will never be a communist un- 
less he thinks he can gain personal 
power by seizing authority and ruling 
over someone else. He will not find 
followers, however, unless they are in 
misery. The idea is “we are in misery 
now, we have nothing to lose, if we 
became communists perhaps things 
would be a little better.” The fact 
that things will be worse is, of course, 
not known to them at that moment. 

On two or three different occasions 
I set forth that we should spend a 
hundred billion dollars, and stated 
that if we did not, we would put it 
out later in fighting the effects of 
communism in far corners of the 
world. President Truman now makes 
the announcement that ten billion dol- 
lars must be spent this year on Korea, 
and that this is only the beginning. 
It is, of course, the policy of Russia to 
bleed us white by these border affairs, 
and then strike us when we are weak. 
It is still not too late, but we must 
act with much more vigor than in the 
past. 


The Knights of Columbus, a 
lodge of Roman Catholic men un- 
der the auspices of the Jesuits, 
announced that 403,315 requests 
for information about Roman 
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Catholicism have been received 
by them as a result of their ad- 
vertising program in papers and 
magazines throughout the United 
States and Canada. This campaign 
began in February, 1948, and the 
lodge further announces that 28,- 
000 persons have enrolled for 
Catholic instruction by mail as a 
result of this campaign. 


The editor of ETERNITY has 
prepared some copy for similar 
advertising with an evangelical 
message. 


The article by Strauss in Life on the 
fallacies concerning the A-Bomb con- 
cludes with two short paragraphs that 
may well be used by almost any 
pteacher to illustrate the doctrine of 
original sin. Mr. Strauss says, “Man- 
kind, it seems to me, tends increasing- 
ly to blame its misfortune—its suffer- 
ing in war — on the developments of 
science. The sciences, and the weapons 
of science, are not the causes of wars. 
Planes, radar, proximity, fuses, even 
explosives, do not start wars. Ein- 
stein’s famous equation is,no more re- 
sponsible for the mass destruction of 
life than is Newton’s law of gravitation 
from which we derive the scientific 
probability that bombs, released from 
aircraft over a populous city, will fall 
to a point of impact on that city. 

“The blame is not with science— 
nor with the fruits of science. The 
evil clearly is in the heart of man. It 
looks as though we will continue to 
fight and rend one another until we 
are restrained by a force set up among 
nations, just as individual lawlessness 
is restrained by police force. Until 
that day we must—if we believe in our 
own moral position—accept the fact 
that there is neither solace nor sanctu- 
ary in surrender.” 

The first part of the last paragraph 
is absolutely true. The evil is clearly 
in the heart of man, but an even great- 
er evil is the failure of Mr. Strauss to 
cease to hope in humanity. It is this 
fallacy which must bring the destruc- 
tion of our civilization, and according 
to Bible prophecy, man will never ad- 
mit his own depravity in order to turn 
to the grace of God. Only individuals, 
quickened by the Holy Spirit, can turn 
from such dead-end thinking. 

The evidence would seem to indi- 
cate that men who are theological lib- 
erals are inclined to be pacifists. This 
attitude probably arises from the fact 
that, unwilling to preach the central 
doctrines of Christianity involving 
man’s complete ruin in sin and God’s 


. perfect remedy in Christ, they are 
. forced to look for ethical substitutes, 


and fall into the traps of their own 
perverted theology. For the record, 
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therefore, it is very important to un- 
derstand why we should never move 
towards pacifism, especially in the 
field of atomic arms. Those who 
think that the adoption of a moral at- 
titude will deter Godless enemies who 
are out to rule or ruin, would believe 
that the pacifistic attitude on the part 
of Abel (which he certainly had) 
would have deterred the heart of Cain. 

The purpose of this introduction is 
to present a paragraph from an article 
published in Life Magazine under 
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the title “Some A-Bomb Fallacies Are 
Exposed” written by Lewis L. Strauss, 
former member of the Atomic Energy 
Commission, a man who frequently 
was the minority voice in the Commis- 
sion’s decisions, but whom time has 
proved right. Mr. Strauss says, “The 
most dangerous fallacy of all is the be- 
lief that it is possible to come to terms 
with foes of democracy and to disarm 
ourselves on the basis of some kind of 
gentleman’s agreement, and mutual 
respect for solemn covenants. A star- 
ry-eyed extension of this notion goes 
so far as to presume that if we uni- 
laterally renounce atomic weapons, 
then the enemies of democracy will 
somehow be compelled by moral sua- 
sion not to manufacture atomic weap- 
ons for use against us. This is the 
same worn theory of disarmament-by- 
example which cost us a good-sized 
fleet twenty-eight years ago and length- 
ened the last war. 

“It is fortunate that this fallacy is 
not too widely entertained. But it is 
unfortunate that its complete rejection 
is difficult, because those who do be- 
lieve in it are deeply committed emo- 
tionally to what they feel is a moral 
justification for unilateral disarma- 
ment that transcends reason and can- 
cels common prudence. I have learned, 
in conversations with those who op- 
pose the hydrogen bomb on moral 
grounds, that many of them sincerely 
believe the Soviets can be deterred 
from making this terrible weapon by 
our own restraint. No plan, in my 
opinion, which does not provide for 
international control and inspection of 
atomic enterprises the world over, and 
the effective lifting of all iron curtains, 
can be safely accepted by the people 
of the U. S., for no nation can be as- 
sumed to be governed by the moral 
standards to which we subscribe if it 
is a nation which has a record of treat- 
ing solemn covenants as matters of 
temporary expediency and which, as a 
matter of public doctrine, ridicules re- 
ligion and denies the existence of 
moral law.” 

It is the opinion of the Editor of 
Erernity that these paragraphs should 
be kept near the sermon notebook of 
any man who is tempted to adopt a 
bleary attitude of pacifism in these 
days. 

The atheistic attack on the Con- 
stitution of the United States is 
set forth in a new volume by a 
lawyer, documenting the McCol- 
lum case and other decisions of 
the Supreme Court. “Separation 
of Religion and Government” by 
Frank Swancara, is a handbook 
for atheists and liberals to use in 
their legal attacks against religion 
in the courts. 


Sunday School Lessons 
(Continued from page 28) 


Damascus,” i.e., he shall be my heir. 
The reading of the Hebrew is some- 
what difficult, but this man may have 
been the servant of Abraham, who, 
in Genesis 24, is appointed by Abra- 
ham to obtain a bride for his son. It 
may well have been he, as the oldest 
servant, who would naturally be his 
heir, if the master were childless, as 
Abraham was at the time indicated by 
Genesis 15:2. 

The second occurrence is in Genesis 
43:19 (and 44:1 and 4), where we 
read of “the steward of Joseph’s 
house,” to whom the brethren of 
Joseph apply for food. He is the one 
who is sent by Joseph in pursuit of 
his brethren to recover the cup he had 
caused to be placed in Benjamin’s 
sack. The Hebrew is not a single 
word, but a phrase, “the one who is 
over the house of Joseph.” 

The next occurrence is in 1 Chroni- 
cles 28:1, where we read of “the stew- 
ards over all the substance and posses- 
sion of the king.” Notice the word 
“cattle” in the reference column. The 
word for “steward” in this passage 
is sar, meaning “prince, captain, chief,” 
indicating something of the dignity of 
the office. 


New Testament 


In the New Testament the word 
“steward” occurs more frequently. 
Twice it translates the Greek word 
epitropos, meaning the person to whom 
something is committed. In Matthew 
20:8 “the lord of the vineyard saith 
unto his steward, Call the laborers, 
and give them their hire.” In Luke 
8:3 we read of Herod’s steward, whose 
wife was among those who ministered 
unto Jesus. In Galatians 4:2 the Greek 
word epitropos occurs a third and last 
time, where it is translated “tutors,” 
having “care of” the child. The femi- 
nine noun, epitrope, an abstract word, 
occurs once, translated “commission,” 
given to Paul by the chief priests to 
go to Damascus to arrest the Christians 
there. 

The other twelve occurrences of 
the word “steward” in our English 
New Testament (three of which are 
the word “stewardship”) are transla- 
tions of the verb oikonomeo (once) 
of the abstract noun sikonomia (three 
times), and of oikonomos (eight 
times). Seven of these twelve occur- 
ences are in Luke 16, the account of 
the unjust steward, in the course of 
which occur the verb, and the two nouns 
just mentioned. Here the steward is 
charged with wasting his master’s 
goods and the judgment seat is set, 
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before which he is to give account of 
his stewardship. In the epilogue, as 
it were, much is made of the idea 
of being faithful to one’s trust with 
consequent reward, and by the same 
token, punishment for infidelity. 

This idea is expressed in the ad- 
jective, pistos, in Luke 12:42, “Who 
then is that ‘faithful’ and wise steward, 
whom his lord shall make ruler over 
his household to give them their por- 
tion of meat in due season?” 

The word oikonomos for steward is 
composed of two Greek words, oikos, 
meaning “a house,” and nomos, mean- 


ing “law.” From it we derive the 
words “economist, economical, and 
economy.” In the passage quoted 


above, where Paul speaks of his stew- 
ardship (1 Cor. 4:1, 2) the Church is 
the house (oikos); God is the master 
of the house, (oikodespotes) ; its mem- 
bers are the oikeioi, the household of 
faith; its ministers, the apostles of 
Paul’s time, the stewards of the mys- 
teries revealed to them by God to pass 
on to other servants and members of 
the household. 

Two weeks from today we shall be 
considering more particularly the 
preaching of the Gospel as a commis- 
sion given to the Church, whether 
leaders or laymen. Next week, the 
stewardship of life will be our theme. 
Today we are to consider the steward- 
ship of money as it relates to the sup- 
port of the Church, of its operations 
on the mission field, and of those who 
are specially set apart as missionaries, 
pastors, teachers, and evangelists. 


Partners with God 


It is a great joy for a Christian to 
realize that his life is a partnership 
with God, he working with the Lord, 
and the Lord working with him. As 
a steward of His manifold gifts, both 
spiritual and material, he will find an 
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interest in those things in which the 
Lord Himself is interested. To sup- 
port the work of the Church in a 
financial way is an important, but not 
the only means by which the Christian 
can show this interest. 

Those who contribute systematically 
as tithers of their income to the Lord’s 
work find much happiness as they ex- 
perience His blessing upon those who 
do so (Mal. 3:10) not as under the 
law, nor by compulsion, but as a real 
privilege under grace. 

There have been those who discern 
three types of givers: those who give 
as a piece of silica gives forth a spark 
only when it has received a heavy 
blow; those who give as when a sponge 
under pressure gives forth the water 
it may contain; and the third group, 
who overflow with a pleasing benevo- 
lence, even as the honey drips from 
the honeycomb. 

In our first printed portion Paul is 
advising the Christians to whom he is 
writing to be liberal in their giving. 
Note the order of his words: “He 
which soweth sparingly, sparingly will 
also reap, and he which soweth bounti- 
fully, bountifully will also reap.” 


Cheerful Giving 


The willing mind of 2 Corinthians 
8:12 is very important, for many can- 
not give as much as they would like. 
God accepts according to that a man 
hath, and not according to that he 
hath not. The proper criterion for 
estimating the value of a person’s gift 
is not what he actually gives, but what 
he has left after he has given. It is 
according to this principle that Jesus 
could say of the widow who cast her 
two mites into God’s treasury, that 
“this poor widow hath cast in more 
than they all. For all these have of 
their abundance cast in unto the offer- 
ings of God; but she of her penury 
hath cast in all the living that she 
had.” She gave with all her might! 

So in the Golden Text of our lesson, 
Paul asks his readers to give as they 
had decided to do. Their giving was 
not to be a burden to them; not a 
cause for grief or sadness (see Deut. 
15:10) ; not as a matter of compulsion, 
and therefore unwillingly, for a cheer- 
ful giver it is whom God loves. The 
word “cheerful” is emphatic in the 
Greek sentence by virtue of its position 
as the first word. From the Greek 
word we derive our English word 
“hilarious.” God must surely appre- 
ciate it when He sees one “laugh for 
joy” when placing a contribution into 
God’s treasure! 

In verse 8 we find the Greek word 
pan five times, translated “all,” “al- 





ways” and “every,” an emphatic state- 
ment, as Paul tries to show something 
of the abundant blessings God bestows 
upon those who give abundantly, for 
“He is able to make all grace abound 
toward you; that ye always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may abound 
in every good work.” “God can give 
the desire’ to be generous and the 
means of being generous.” The stingy 
and covetous man is often called a 
miser, and is it not interesting to note 
that from this Latin word miser is de- 
rived the adjective “miserable!” A 
miser cannot be truly happy. 


Blessing from Giving 


In the second portion of today’s 
lesson Paul thanks the members of the 
Church at Philippi for the gift they 
had sent him by the hand of Epaphro- 
ditus. He rejoices in the Lord, that 
is, in the realm of their mutual Chris- 
tian experience. In v. 14 he commends 
them for “communicating” with his 
affliction (as a prisoner at Rome), 
a verb which means to share, in this 
case by their gift having a fellowship 
with his affliction. 

They had upon a former occasion 
(v. 15) been generous to him in the 
same way, no other church in Mace- 
donia, when he was about to finish 
his work there, having shown him like 
consideration. In fact, when he was 
in Thessalonica, not far from Philippi, 
the church there did not make any 
contribution, but they of Philippi sent 
funds to him in Thessalonica. 

He wishes them to understand, now 
that they had again shared with him, 
that he is making no demands upon 
them because of his needs, for he is 
patient under all circumstances, having 
by experience learned to be satisfied 
when hungry or when having plenty. 
What he is most of all interested in 
is, that they might be blessed by their 
thinking of him and by the contribu- 
tion which they had sent him. It was 
indeed a sacrifice, whose sweet odor 
was like a sweet-smelling savor in the 
nostrils of God—to use an Old Testa- 
ment figure. 

And one thing he could promise 
them, that His God would in turn sup- 
ply all their need according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus (v. 19). 

Two sayings of Jesus may be quoted 
in closing: “Freely ye have received, 
freely give” (Mt. 10:8), and “give, 
and it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down and shaken to- 
gether, and running over, shall men 
give into your bosom. For with the 
same measure that ye mete (measure) 
withal, it shall be measured to you 
again” (Lk. 6:38). 
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The Mammon of 
Unrighteousness 
(Continued from page 22) 
buy our way into Heaven for it is by 
grace we are saved (Eph. 2:8). The 
Lord is speaking of rewards and not 

of salvation. 

Perhaps we can clarify this explana- 
tion by a parable of our own. When 
the Russian Revolution came at the 
end of the war, a certain nobleman saw 
all his goods seized by the Bolsheviks. 
An Englishman living in Russia be- 
friended him, took him and his family 
to his own home, provided all ex- 
penses, and gave him the heavy sum 
that was necessary to leave the coun- 
try. Some time later when the Eng- 
lishman went to London, he found his 
Russian friend awaiting him with 
every penny accounted for and invest- 
ed so wisely that a fortune was 
amassed to his account. Another Eng- 
lishman in Russia, we will say, re- 
fused to deprive himself, gave nothing 
to anyone in need, helped no one, but 
with great diligence and with much 
hazard, gathered a fortune in roubles, 
only to see it scattered and valueless as 
straw. Ultimately, forced to flee, he 


arrived in London and found himself 
penniless. Both of these men had been 
diligent. The lat‘er in a selfish cause, 
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the former in an unselfish. The Chris- 
tian is to exercise his zeal in providing 
himself with a fortune in Heaven which 
can not be corrupted, rather than giv- 
ing himself to the acquisition of an 
earthly currency which has no ex- 
change value at Heaven’s frontier. 

Someone has said, “We stand awed 
before this masterpiece of divine wis- 
dom; which through an appeal to self- 
interest produces an unselfishness so 
powerful as to abandon wealth; clothes 
the naked, and feeds the hungry saint; 
proves the selfless competence and far- 
sighted administration of God’s stew- 
ard; creates a love that survives death; 
and uses evil mammon to heighten 
Heaven’s joy.” 

Having established this true .inter- 
pretation of the parable, the conclu- 
sions that follow are inevitable. True 
character does not change. If a man 
is faithful in the administration of ten 
dollars, he will be faithful in the ad- 
ministration of a million dollars. The 
man who cuts corners to rob God 
(Mal. 3:8) has in him that for which, 
it is implied in the teaching of the 
Lord, he shall be deprived of a place 
in God’s administration. When the 
Lord comes again and sets up His 
kingdom upon the earth, we are told 
that the saints shall judge the world (1 
Cor. 6:2). Elsewhere we are told that 
one man receives the rule over five 
cities, another over ten (Lk. 19: 16- 
19). Perhaps this is to be accom- 
plished much more literally than some 
people imagine. Christ certainly im- 
plies that God will not commit govern- 
ment to the trust of those who took so 
little care of the earthly goods that 
were committed to their keeping as to 
let them be eaten with moth and rust 
or be stolen by thieves. “If we use 
God’s capital, He expects His divi- 
dends—so much so that infidelity in 
our temporary trust incapacitates for 
the eternal property.” 


The twelfth verse has in it a teach- 
ing which should startle us, “If ye 
have not been faithful in that which 
is another man’s, who shall give you 
that which is your own?” Earthly 
mammon is said definitely to belong 
to Another. No matter if you have 
worked hard for it, no matter if you 
have gained it by your shrewdness, it 
belongs to God, not a tithe of it, but 
all of it. We have the temporary use 
of it like the steward in the parable, 
but the spiritual riches, the rewards 
which are to come, are said to be our 
own. Therefore, when we do not man- 
age properly the gifts that God gives 
us, we are impoverishing ourselves in 
the things that truly belong to us, the 
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spiritual blessings that would be ours 
at the time of the giving of the re- 
wards. 

So it is certain that we cannot serve 
God and mammon. “No servant can 
serve two masters: for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to the one, and de- 
spise the other.” It is impossible to 
have a cup of milk and a cup of water 


-in the same cup at the same time. 


The parable therefore becomes a tre- 
mendous call to the Christian to make 
his choice as Moses made his, “Esteem- 
ing the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures in Egypt: for 
he had respect unto the recompense of 
the reward” (Heb. 11:26). Indeed we 
cannot serve God and mammon, but 
we are to serve God with as much zeal 
and diligence, foresight and care as the 
worldling serves mammon. 
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The Bored Money Chest 


(Continued from page 17) 


proportion is the Lord’s and not ours. 
Honoring God we are honored by 
Him. 

The lowered morale and spiritual 
state of the Church universal may be 
traced, in part, to this neglect of giv- 
ing alongside the altar. Having been 
unfaithful in the unrighteous mam- 
mon, we cannot be entrusted with the 
true riches. God’s sacred treasury is 
there beside the altar. It is there we 
must begin anew. 

Giving in this spirit will bring tangi- 
ble returns. The work of restoration 
will be advanced. The spread of the 
Gospel will be speeded. The sowing 
of the divine seed, the Bible, will be 
increased. A dollar bill is as acceptable 
currency in Heaven as in the market 
place. There are blessings that it can 
purchase and eternal habitations that 
it can secure (Luke 16:9). Money 
here and now can be so spent as to 
secure gratitude, devotion, and affec- 
tion. And if it can bring these precious 
possessions to us here, it ought not to 
surprise us that its purchasing power 
extends to higher and greater things. 

In a novel of recent years there were 
two outstanding characters, a butcher 
named Schultz who lived for his job 
and his profits, and a carpenter named 
Pecket who was an idealist. “Schultz,” 
says the novelist, “saw the world at 
table; he did not wish to think about 
people who.had nothing to eat. But 
Pecket saw the world. from another 
angle; he saw it with a T-square ruler 
and divider, and knew that if some- 
thing is out of balance it will fall 
over.” Our world of today is.out of 
balance and in danger of disaster and 
very hungry for that which we can 
supply through our God-given resources 
in Christ. 

What shall we do then with the 
bored money chest? How shall we 
feed the hungry millions? There is 
but one way. It is the way of spiritual 
revival in the Body of Christ. The 
means of that revitalized spiritual life 
is by giving in true worship. We must 
once again “Jake the chest. . . on the 
right side as one cometh into the House 
of the Lord. . . bore a hole in the lid 
of the chest. . .and set the chest beside 
the altar!” 
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Daily Meditations 
(Continued from page 13) 

things that faith has already given up. 
Abraham had left Egypt behind, and for- 
ever. Lot was still comparing portions of 
the promised land with that which he re- 
membered from Egypt and was choosing 
that which was most like the best in the 
world. Sodom was going to draw the fire 
of God upon it because of the foulness of 
its inhabitants, but Lot was still judging 
as a babe. Paul complained of such as Lot 
when he wrote the Corinthians, “And I, 
brethren, could not speak unto you as unto 
spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto 
babes in Christ . . . are ye not yet carnal 
and walk as (unsaved) men?” (1 Cor. 
3:1, 3). 

LORD, MAY WE SEE WITH SPIRITUAL 
EYES. 


November 19 
LOT CHOSE HIM ALL THE PLAIN OF 
JORDAN (13:11) 


The humility of Abraham had not melt- 
ed Lot; the kindness and generosity of 
Abraham had not melted Lot. His heart 
was a heart of stone. His conscience was 
seared as with a hot iron (1 Tim. 4:2) . His 
hard eyes had looked upon the lush coun- 
try, and his greedy heart would not be 
moved from the choice. Lot knew well the 
character of the city that lay in the plain 
below, but the grass was green to the bel- 
lies of the cattle, and Lot found that Heav- 
enly. Like his beasts, he was ready to lie 
down in the wealth of the Sodom country, 
and like them his earthly soul was being 
fattened for slaughter. You are making 
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your choices day by day and you will be of 
one of these two families, for while Abra- 
ham became the father of all the faithful, 
Lot became the father of all the com- 
promisers. 

LORD, GIVE US BACKBONE TO MAKE 
RIGHT CHOICES. 


November 20 

THEY SEPARATED THEMSELVES (13:11) 
We do not know whether Lot was at 
this time a saved man; certainly he was 
twenty years later, but he is not acting like 
it now. If we look no further than this 
present life, we can see what an advantage 
love and self-denial have over selfishness. 
Consider the frame of mind of these two 


‘men as they separated from each other. 


Even if we think that Lot was gloating 
with glee as he contemplated his rich por- 
tion, and if we think of him as adding up 
all the riches which he hoped to have in a 
year or two of increase in the fertile plain, 
his joy could not have been as great as that 
of Abraham, content that he had avoided 
strife, that he had truly loved his nephew, 
that he had exhibited generosity and kind- 
ness, and that he was going to dwell in 
peace with God. Anyone who has ever 
been possessed of these two feelings (and 
we all have known Lot’s much and Abra- 
ham’s a little), knows that Abraham had 
the best of it. 

LORD, GIVE US THE CHOICE THAT 
BRINGS THEE AND JOY. 


November 21 

LOT PITCHED HIS TENT TOWARD 
SODOM (13:12) 

One step out of the will of the Lord al- 
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of the Lord. The departure from God 
seems almost to be by imperceptible de- 
grees, but the final result is a world away 
from the center of His will. He had be- 
gun with two great a concern about his 
temporal interests and now we see that 
there is too little regard for the interests 
of his soul. The character of the people 
was well known, for they were those de- 
scribed in Romans “who knowing the judg- 
ment of God, that they which commit such 
things are worthy of death, not only do the 
same, but have pleasure in them that do 
them” (Rom. 1:32). “Vice is a monster of 
such frightful mien As to be hated needs 
but to be seen; Yet seen too oft, familiar 
with her face, We first endure, then pity, 
then embrace.” 

LORD, KEEP US FROM THE FIRST STEP 
AWAY FROM THEE. 


November 22 
SINNERS BEFORE THE LORD (13:13) 


The most terrible characteristic of sin is 
that it is sin before the Lord. A sinful act 
may hurt the sinner and may hurt many 
others, but it hurts most the Lord and His 
desires for the good of the sinner. David 
sinned in such a way as to have taken the 
virtue of Bathsheba, the life of Uriah, the 
lives of the soldiers defeated in battle, the 
honor of the country and the dignity of his 
throne; but when he was brought back to 
true repentance, he cried, “Against Thee, 
Thee only have I sinned, and done this evil 
in Thy sight” (Psa. 51:4). If we compre- 
hend this it should be a great deterrent to 
sin. The unregenerate may think that God 
does not see them (Psa. 10:11), but all 
things are naked to His sight (Heb. 4:13). 
LORD, MAY WE SEE AS THOU SEEST. 


November 23 
THE LORD SAID TO ABRAM, AFTER 
LOT WAS SEPARATED (13:14) 


There are some things that the Lord will 
never say to the unsaved. There are some 
things that the Lord will not say to a baby 
Christian. But as we advance in the life 
that is Christ, the Lord will speak more 
and more to us. Abraham was the friend 
of God (Jas. 2:23), and the Lord talked to 
him freely. Within our hearts we have the 
struggle of Abraham and Lot, the spiritual 
and the natural, and it is only when the 
carnal is permitted to depart that faith 
receives, in place of the affections of the 
emotions, the communion of the Spirit. 
Then God will reveal to us the fullness of 
His desire for our possessions and our fel- 
lowship with Him. 

LORD, MAY WE CUT CLEAN IN SEPARA- 
TION. 


November 24 
LOOK FROM THE PLACE WHERE THOU 
ART (13:14) 


The place of separation becomes a place 
of vision. We may find ourselves in the 
midst of a struggle that we think will over- 
come us, but when we yield to His mastery 
and are separate from all that would keep 
us from the Heavenly vision, we will find 
the very valley of struggle to be an 
overlook upon a panorama of glory that is 
reserved for us. The place of death be- 


ETERNITY 


comes the place of life. It is the death of 
an earthly affection, but it is the life of 
God that fills our souls and leads us on to 
the walk of possession with Him. We may 
think we are falling in a pit of despair if 
we allow some love to be cut from our 
life, but we will discover that from the pit 
we can see the stars. 

LORD, CUT DEEPLY SO THAT WE MAY 
SEE FAR. 


November 25 
NORTHWARD, SOUTHWARD, _ EAST- 
WARD, AND WESTWARD (13:14) 


When the separation comes and we begin 
to see the Heavenly vision, we shall dis- 
cover that the glory is to be found in every 
direction. “Heaven above is softer blue, 
Earth around is sweeter green; something 
lives in every hue; Christless eyes have 
never seen.” The north is cold, the south 
is heat, the east is light, and the west is 
darkness, but when God opens our eyes we 
shall see treasures in them all. Life brings 
a cold disappointment or a warm gladness 
of delight: both will be possessed by us 
and will bring us on toward God. We shall 
have light on some great problem or shall 
walk in the darkness with our hand in His 
unseen hand, and shall be content in the 
faith of the walk because He is there. 
LORD, MAY WE SEE THEE EVERYWHER®: 
AND IN EVERYTHING. 


November 26 
ALL THAT THOU SEEST, TO THEE WILL 
1 GIVE IT (13:15) 


At first we have our possessions only by 
the pronwise of faith. The blessings of this 
life are ours at first even as Heaven is ours 
now. We believe in it and we know that 
some day it shall be ours in reality, but we 
do not know the joy of touching it and 
breathing it. Thus it was with Abraham 
at first. Even of that land he could say no 
more than “There’s a land that is fairer 
than day; And by faith I can see it afar.” 
But he had the promise of God that it be- 
longed to him and he believed it, and that 
was the title deed to the possession. The 
actual occupancy came later. Right now 
you have untold promises of God which 
you have not experienced. Bow and tell 
Him that you accept them on His Word 
and want to begin the possession. He will 
make good. 

LORD, THY PROMISE IS THE BEGINNING 
OF POSSESSION. 


November 27 
AS THE DUST OF THE EARTH (13:16) 


Who can count the grains of the dust of 
this earth? So shall the physical descend- 
ants of Abraham be. For there is not yet 
question of the heavenly seed that shall be 
as the stars. God has a purpose for this 
earth, touched with the blood of His Son, 
and He shall yet fulfill everything that He 
has spoken concerning it. The earth may 
groan and travail together until now, wait- 
ing for the. adoption (Rom. 8:22), but the 
whole creation shall be delivered, and 
Abraham’s seed will be the administrators 
of the blessing when it shall be God’s time 
to bring it. When this nation that is now 
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cast away shall be once more received, it 
will mean life from the dead (Rom. 11:15). 
LORD, WE PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF 
ISRAEL. 


November 28 
ARISE, WALK THROUGH THE LAND 
(13:17) 


That which had been promised in Ur of 
the Chaldees, and which had been seen 
from the borders, and now again from the 
place of separation, was to be possessed 
piecemeal. We know from the words of 
Moses to the people (Deut. 11:24), that it 
was theirs in the measure of their occupy- 
ing it. It was all Abraham’s and his seed’s 
in right and title, but when he had walked 
around an acre, he possessed an acre; when 
he had walked around a mile, he possessed 
a mile. When he went to a hill, the hill 
was his, and when he went to a valley, 
the valley was his. So it is for us with all 
the promises of God. Go in and possess 
the promises, from Genesis to Revelation. 
Every place that you plant your foot in 
possession, the promise shall become yours. 


LORD, MAY WE ENTER IN AND POSSESS. 


November 29 
ABRAM DWELT IN MAMRE, IN HEB- 
RON (13:18) 


The names of the Bible always have 
meanings, and if these are studied care- 
fully, there can be great blessing. When 
Abraham had first entered the land, he had 
pitched his tent at Bethel. which means 
“house of God.” He had left that place for 
Egypt, but now he was back, a more joy- 
ful and a wiser man. He has been uncom- 
promising, and has now fully obeyed the 
Lord in separation from his kindred. He 
now dwells in Mamre, which means 
“vision,” and pitches his tent in Hebron, 
which comes from a verb meaning “joined 
together,” hence “communion.” At Bethel, 
Abraham had worshiped; at Hebron, He 
knows true fellowship with God. Thus 
faith marches on to greater faith. As far 
as he knows, Abram is one with God, and 
the joy of the Lord is His. 


LORD, MAY WE DWELL IN COMMUNION. 


November 30 
HE BUILT THERE AN ALTAR UNTO THE 
LORD (13:18) 


There was more at this altar than there 
was at the altar of Bethel. He knew God 
much better by now, and had learned the 
great lesson of Egypt. True love is always 
“more today than yesterday, and less today 
than tomorrow.” Abraham was learning 
this. “The path of the just is as the dawn- 
ing light, that shineth more and more un- 
to the perfect day” (Prov. 4:18 E.R.V.). 
It is impossible to walk with God without 
being brought on the pathway toward 
greater knowledge of Him, and more won- 
derful communion with Him, for “He that 
hath begun a good work in you, will per- 
form it until the day of Jesus Christ” 
(Phii. 1:6). The altars in Bethel and 
Hebron may have appeared alike to the 
casual observer, but the heart of Abraham 
was now in communion. 


LORD, KEEP US GROWING. 
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Sealed by the Spirit 


(Continued from page 7) 


sealed us unto the day when we shall 
stand before our blessed Lord. “But,” 
you reply, “I am not worthy.” Per- 
haps, reader, you may say, to your- 
self, “I am not even living as I ought 
as a believer, am I sealed against that 
day?” The answer is, “Yes, you are!” 
You are sealed, not because of what 
you do, but because you have been 
purchased. You have been purchased 
at a fearful price—the blood of Christ. 
You are sealed for the sake of Christ. 
If you are not living for Christ, how 
tragic. In so doing, you are casting 
aside the tokens of blessing, the tokens 
of the things that are to be. The Spir- 
it grieves, but you suffer! Why be 
such a fool! Why remain under a 
curse of your own making when you 
may be under His blessing. 


Of what does this blessing consist? 
Hear again the Word: “What shall we 
say to these things? Since God is for 
us, who can be against us? Indeed, 
He who His own Son did not spare, 
but for us, gave Him up, how shall He 
not with Him, all things give to us, in 
grace.” What do we need? Of what 
have we want? All things He will give 
us. What is the guarantee? The Gift 
of His Son? On what basis will He 
give these things to us? On the basis 
of His grace. “Without a cause” He 
deals with us. What a token! What 
must be the fullness! Why is God so 
good to us? We are*His purchased 
possession. We belong to Him. He 
cannot wait until we come home to be 
good to us. So the Holy Spirit, our 
Seal and earnest, reports to us from 
the hearts of the Father and the Son 
what is in store for us, and gives to us 
tokens daily of that which is ours in 
that Day which is to be. 

What can we do about it? Nothing, 
except this, “commend His glory.” 
Verse fourteen repeats the statement 
of verse six that we are to commend 
the glory of God. This will not be 
difficult as we fellowship with the Re- 
porter from glory—the blessed Holy 
Spirit who dwells in our hearts. 
With assurance, from our Seal; in ex- 
pectation, through our earnest, we go 
forth in the Lordlikeness of our mes- 
sage. All may be wrong with the 
world, but when it is all right with the 
Lord, disappointments become His ap- 
pointment, earthly sorrows become 
lined with heavenly joy; the world’s 
restlessness becomes the Lord’s rest- 


fulness, when we listen to the Spirit * 


reporting to our hearts from the heart 
of Christ. 

Sealed by the Spirit, redeemed by 
the Son, as planned by the Father. 
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What a salvation! And what possibili- 
ties in such a fellowship, with the 
Father and the Son, through the Spir- 
it. Truly “Operation Heaven” is God’s 
masterpiece, the miracle of the ages. 
You, and I, sinners undone, have be- 
come the victorious victims of His 
sovereign grace. We have become 
slaves that we may be set free. How 
joyous should we be! How grateful 
ought we be! 


Praise the Saviour, ye who know Him! 
Who can tell how much we owe 
Him? 
Gladly let us render to Him, 
All we are and have. 


Trust in Him, ye saints, forever; 
He is faithful, changing never; 

Neither force nor guile can sever, 
Those He loves from Him. 


Then we shall be where we would be, 
Then we shall be what we should be; 

Things that are not now, nor could be, 
Soon shall be our own. 








While you re 


enjoying 
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American Maga- 
zine, can teach 
several lessons. 
In the first place, 
it should teach 
ministers how not 
to carry on pas- 
toral visits. The 
minister's atti- 
tude is one which 
does not go with 
telling a parish- 
ioner that she 
needs to be born 
again. 

lf we smile at 
the fatuous sim- 
plicity of the 
empty-headed 
woman who would 
ask such a ques- 











What the Jews Believe 
(Continued from page 5) 


which sets Judaism apart from all 
other religions, for it marks the 
birth of a nation. Out of a mass 
of slaves Moses fashioned a nation 
and gave them a faith. From that 
day, Jews have never ceased to be 
a people. They have not been a 
sect or denominaiton. Common 
memories, problems, hopes, com- 
mon faith have made and kept 
them a people. Historically this 
had been taken for granted. In 
recent years some Reform Jews 
have questioned it, but events 
have returned most of them to the 
historic tradition. 








“Tell me, Reverend, is heaven H-bomb-proof?”’ 


For The American Magazine by A. Cramer 


Here again is a factual, historical 
error. Once more there is the failure 
to comprehend that the nation was not 
born at the Passover, but at the call 
of Abraham. It should be noticed in 
the quotations given thus far that twice 


tion, it is be- 
cause God gave 
us a sense of hu- 
mor that can be sparked by an obvious absurdity. The cartoon should also bring great sym- 
pathy for ministers who have to deal with nitwits without losing their patience in the face of 
stupidity. The minister's life is not always a happy one, especially when he meets with 
- people of over-stuffed bodies and under-stuffed brains, and who will probably feel very 








“religious” because they have served tea to the minister. 
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Rabbi Bernstein declares Moses to be 
the greatest Jew. This is probably 
from a fear that Jesus may be con- 
sidered to be a greater Jew than Moses. 
We who are Christians understand, of 
course, that the Lord Jesus Christ is 
God and is not to be compared with 
any man, but the greatest Jew most cer- 
tainly is not Moses but Abraham. He 
was the father of all who believe and 
Isaiah constantly tells the nation to 
look back to the hole of the pit from 
which they have been digged, to Abra- 
ham saying that “the Lord called to 
Abraham alone” (Isa. 51:2). 

We omit all of Rabbi Bernstein’s 
argument concerning the meaning of 
nationhood for Israel for that nation- 
hood has no point, apart from the 
prophecies of God and His intention 
to use Abraham to bless all families of 
the earth and all the nations of the 
earth. Having rejected the doctrine of 
salvation by faith as it was presented 
to Abraham, they reject the promises 
as given to Abraham. They seek to 
found their nationhood on the cove- 
nant given to Moses and deny the 
covenant of grace as given to Abra- 


vham. It puts them in the saddest and 


most unfortunate position for they ac- 
cept the binding of the law of God 
without any recourse to the grace of 
God. 

The rabbi’s article now continues 
and there are interesting paragraphs 
on the relationship of the Jews to 
Jesus: 

There is some difference be- 
tween the Jewish and the Christian 
concepts of the suffering servant. 
According to the Jews, the prophet 
Isaiah was depicting the twofold 
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role of the Jewish people: testi- 
mony and martyrdom. According 
to the Christian tradition, the 
prophet was announcing the com- 
ing of Christ. Jews see no rea- 
sons for crediting the prophet with 
the anticipation of an event which, 
in their opinion, did not occur, 
namely, the Messiahship of Jesus. 

Why did the Jews reject Jesus? 
The answer is that they have never 
done so. We do not know from 
any contemporary Jewish sources 
what the Jews thought about the 
young carpenter from Galilee who 
died on a hill overlooking Jeru- 
salem. There is not a single ref- 
erence to him in any existing 
Jewish document of that period. 
Was this a conspiracy of silence? 
Possibly, but probably not. Those 
were very turbulent times. The 
Jews, under the heel of Rome, 
were seething with discontent. 
Zealots rose all over the land. To 
break the spirit of rebellion, Em- 
peror Tiberius sent his most ruth- 
less procurator, Pontius Pilate, to 
enforce order and obedience on 
the Jews. The records show that 
he put thousands of Jews to death 
for actual or potential rebellion. 
The names of most of them are 
unknown. It is quite likely that 
the crucifixion (which was the 
common Roman practice) of a 
young zealot from Galilee was lost 
in the whole troubled sea of un- 
recorded suffering. 

Only later when Payl fashioned 
@ new religion around Jesus, the 
Christ, did Jews take cognizance 
of him. Then they rejected not 
Jesus, the Jewish teacher, but 
Christ, the Messiah. There were, 
for them, definite criteria for the 


advent of the Messiah. He was to 
usher in the Messianic Kingdom 
of justice, truth, and peace—but 
after Jesus wars, oppression, cor- 
ruption, continued as before. The 
Jews were also especially repelled 
by the claim that Jesus had ful- 
filled the law, which thenceforth 
could be disregarded. Paul found 
this necessary in order to make 
the new and still Jewish religion 
palatable to the Romans. How 
could they be expected to under- 
take the burden of Jewish Laws, 
613 of them in the Torah alone? 
It was announced that the advent 
of Christ had canceled the law. 
This made the acceptance of the 
new faith utterly impossible for 
the Jews, to whom the Torah was 
the foundation of all faith. 


If we are going to reach the Jews 
for Jesus Christ it is in connection 
with these three paragraphs that we 
must penetrate through their misun- 
derstanding. It is interesting to note 
that Rabbi Bernstein makes a differ- 
ence between the human Jesus and 
the Christ the Messiah. This is an 
idea which is a part of Mrs. Eddy’s 
Christian Science and it may be com- 
prehended that similarity between the 
two positions is the reason why so 
many thousands of Jews have become 
Christian Scientists and why it is easy 
for the Jews to take this Unitarian 
position. The Jews can be reached 
only when they realize that God re- 
quires an atonement for sin. The way 
to penetrate their false position is to 
show them that their own law every- 
where speaks of the blood sacrifice 
for sin. Ask them where is their Re- 
deemer, their Saviour? The very open- 
ing lines of Paul’s epistle to the Ro- 
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"mans deny the whole idea that he was 


founding a new religion, but show 
that the Messiah came in accordance 
with the prophecies. Jesus Himself 
in rising from the dead stated in Luke 
24:25, 26, 27 “O fools and slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken: Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things, and to enter into 
His glory? And beginning at Moses 
and all the prophets He expounded 
unto them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning Himself.” 


Rabbi Bernstein then shows that an- 


ti-Semitism has become more political 
than religious and that this change has 
made it possible for the Jewish atti- 
tude toward Jesus to be transformed. 
Now the Jews accept the human Jesus 
as a: 


Hebrew prophet, fearless fighter 
for righteousness. As with Isaiah 
and Amos before him, he did not 
merely echo his people’s convic- 
tions. Passing through the alche- 
my of his sensitive soul, the an- 
cient beliefs found a new empha- 
sis; they received the immortal 
impress of his luminous, loving 
personality. 


This, of course, is a modernistic 
Protestant’s position or that of the Uni- 
tarian. We should realize that there 
is really no difference between mod- 
ernistic Protestantism and the attitude 
of the Jews especially the modernist 
Jews. Rabbi Bernstein says: 


None of this, however, reflects 
any readiness of Jews to accept 
Jesus as Christ—for, by history 
and conviction, the Jews have 
their own concepts revolving 
around the Messianic idea. Here 
one must distinguish between tra- 
ditional and modernist Jews. The 
Orthodox still believe in the com- 
ing of a@ personal Messiah and 
pray each day for his advent. A 
large segment of the liberal Jewish 
community has discarded the no- 
tion of a single Messianic persona- 
lity who is to save mankind. In 
its place they affirm their faith 
in a Messianic Era to be achieved 
by the cooperative work of good 
men of all nations, races, and re- 
ligions. With few exceptions re- 
ligious Jews today believe in the 
restoration of Israel and the ulti- 
mate redemption of mankind. To 
most liberal Jews the solution of 
the historic Jewish problem 
through the founding of the com- 
monwealth of Israel is a step to- 
ward the fulfillment of the demo- 
cratic and Messianic aspirations 
of prophetic Judaism. The return 
to Zion is essentially religious in 
its motivation, for it is charged 





with a profund mystic conviction 
that thus will the Jews again make 
a contribution to mankind. Nearly 
4,000 years ago a tribe emerged 
from the desert and attached it- 
self to the soil of Palestine. This 
union of land and people received 
a divine blessing. From it came 
Moses and Jesus, Judaism and 
Christianity, the Ten Command- 
ments and the Sermon on the 
Mount. Is it too much to hope 
that the return of this courageous 
people to that sacred soil may 
again yield new insights, new 
healing and hope, to the troubled 
children of men? 


Here is another illustration of the 
departure of Judaism from the Word 
of God. Perhaps the best way to con- 
clude this is to give a paragaraph from 
God‘s divine revelation concerning the 
present status of the Jews. Writing to 
the Corinthians the Holy Spirit says, 
“Seeing then that we have such hope, 
we must use great plainness of speech. 
And not as Moses, which put a vail 
over his face, that the children of 
Israel could not stedfastly look to the 
end of that which is abolished: But 
their minds were blinded: for until this 
day remaineth the same vail untaken 
away in the reading of the Old Testa- 
ment; which vail is done away in 
Christ. But even unto this day, when 
Moses is read, the vail is upon their 
heart. Nevertheless when it shall turn 
to the Lord, the vail shall be taken 
away” (2 Cor. 3:12-16). It should be 
noted that the president of the Confer- 
ence of Rabbis wants to have all of the 
blessings promised by God in the Old 
Testament, but wants none of the ob- 
ligations to God, wants none of the 
obedience to the law, wants none of the 
acceptance of the necessity of atone- 
ment, and denies everything in connec- 
tion with the promise concerning the 
Redeemer. 

There is a very interesting confes- 
sion by Rabbi Bernstein concerning 
the differences within Judaism. He 
points out that there are Orthodox 
Jews, Reform Jews and Conservative 
Jews. The Orthodox Jews hold to the 
ceremonial law of the Old Testament. 
They have an important position in 
Palestine at the present time and the 
Rabbi who is Israel’s Minister for Re- 
ligious Affairs has issued a moving 
appeal to Israel’s leading Rabbis to dis- 
cuss the possibility of re-establishing 
the Sanhedrin. We do not know what 
will be the result of such a call. Noting 
that the Reform Jews do not follow the 
ceremonial, but have changed the law 
in many respects Rabbi Bernstein says: 


The net result of these changes 
has been a watering-down of Re- 
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form Judaism. Responsible lead- 

-ership has awakened to the fact 

that a heritage so diluted cannot 

sustain loyalty or be effectively 
passed on to a new generation. 

Accordingly Reform has begun to 

move back toward the center. 

Discarded traditions have been re- 

established; religious warmth, 

color, discipline have been partly 
restored. 

This movement back toward the cen- 
ter is the equivalent of the movement 
of Neo-orthodoxy within modern Pro- 
testantism. 

“Conservative Judaism is a mid-way 
house,” in other words there has been 
an attempt to compromise between the 
two. It is interesting to note that 
within the United States there are ap- 
proximately 2,000 rabbis serving the 
Jewish congregations, about one half 
are Orthodox rabbis, 600 belong to 
the Reform group and the remaining 
400 are of the Conservative rabbinate. 

The true Christian who knows the 
Word of God realizes that the chil- 
dren of Israel are in this world for a 
definite purpose. God who brought 
the Messiah through them is going to 
bring peace to this earth through them 
at the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They are to be under the Church, the 
colonial administrators of this earth 
at the time that God brings righteous- 
ness upon it. It is for this that they 
are in the world. They are to go 
through the greatest tribulation the 
world has yet seen, “the time of Jacob’s 
trouble” prophesied in the Scripture 
(Jer. 30:7). 

Facing the blindness of Israel as 
revealed in this sorry confession of the 
chief rabbi, we should remember the 
great phrase that has been given us by 
the Holy Spirit. “For I would not, 
brethren, that ye should be ignorant of 
this mystery, lest ye should be wise in 
your own conceits; that blindness in 
part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 
And so all Israel shall be saved” (Rom. 
11:25, 26). It should be noticed that 
blindness has happened only in part 
for there is still a remnant that be- 
lieves all of God’s Word. The day 
shall come when the blindness shall be 
done away and Israel shall see; then 
it is that righteousness shall come upon 
this earth, but not until then. There 
will be a moment at which every Jew 
in the world will recognize clearly 
that the Messiah for whom they wait 
is none other than the Jesus who came 
once as the meek and lowly One, but 
who will come back as the Lion of 
the Tribe of Judah. The Lion and 
the Lamb are One, and He is yet the 
hope of Israel. 
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just where they can find that truth. 

Grorce H. AUFFORT 
Collingswood, N. J. 


INTELLECTUAL APPEAL 


Here is my subscription for another year, 
and I want to say that I like ETERNITY so 
much better than RevELATION. The tone 
is less “lurid,” more dignified, and the 
articles are firm, sound, without beng an- 
tagonistic. The old magazine I hesitated 
to pass around among my intellectual 
friends. This one I do not. Please keep 
it on this level, as we need a good funda- 
mental magazine which is not sensational. 

PrisciLLa S. LYLE 
Annapolis, Md. 


HELPFUL MINISTRY 


We have been subscribing to your Reve- 
lation for many years. We are very happy 
now to have ETERNITY in its place to con- 
tinue its very helpful ministry. The parts 
of your magazine that have been the most 
interesting and helpful to us are Tomor- 


row, A Window on the World, and the edi- 
torials. 

In July, the article Giving-Going-Praying 
by Dorothy E. Stromberg, is the best I have 
ever read. Having been a missionary in 
Africa both in Ethiopia and Nigeria for 
more than sixteen years, I have long felt 
the need of such a message but have been 
unable to express it so clearly. I am greatly 
indebted to the author and to ETERNITY for 
this timely message on this most vital sub- 
ject. 

, Yours in Christian love, 
R. J. Davis 

Sudan Interior Mission 

Kano N. Nigeria, West Africa 


INDISPENSABLE 


With a small home-mission salary, in 
these times I frequently have to dispense 
with magazines I would like to have. When 
ETERNITY was announced, I sent in for six 
months, with the thought that when that 
us up, I would have to drop the magazine. 
However, it has proved so valuable and in- 
spiring to me that I cannot bear to let it 
lapse. Accordingly, I am sending my check 
in the amount of $1.50 to have it come an- 
other 6 months. 

I trust you will bear with me in the 
short-time order, for the reason given 
above. 

A NEBRASKA PASTOR 
David City, Nebraska 


ETERNITY IN THE WAITING ROOM 


I found Erernity in my doctor’s office 
and, from what little I had time to read, I 
was delighted and thrilled with it. 

Thanking you, I am 


Sincerely in Him, 
Mrs. RALPH BOWER 
Route 2 
Nampa, Idaho 
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NEW COLOR SOUND FILM 


The charm of oriental scenery 
as a background for the dy- 
namic nation-wide soul-winning 
crusade of the PTL evangelistic 
teams. BE SURE TO SEE THIS 
_ IMPORTANT FILM. 
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Philip 


(Continued from page 11) 


trary, these are evidences of a piety 
that takes more stock in deeds than 
in words, in performances than in 
promises, in duties faithfully, scrupu- 
lously carried out than in protestations 
glibly uttered. Those who have these 
qualities and cultivate them in their 
fellowship with Christ are beyond 
value in any church. They may not 
talk a great deal about their consecra- 
tion, but they are conscientious almost 
to a fault. Their words may be spar- 
ing, but each one they utter is as good 
as a bond. They may not be strong on 
emotion but they are mighty on ethical 
values. They may not be highfliers, 
but they know how to keep on a 
straight course, and they never quit. 
You always know where you will find 
the Philips! And you may stake your 
life (without risking it) on their de- 
pendableness! 

Sweet songs are a happy adjunct to 
Christian life; but steady undeflected, 
unwearied purpose is a vital necessity 
to it. The men who make the really 
valuable contribution to Christ’s serv- 
ice are not the piously pushful, the 
ready talkers, the perfervid enthusiasts 
who play at a hundred things and do 
no one thing with all their might. They 
are those who do justly, and love 
mercy, and walk humbly with their 
God. Again, they may not have the 
complete knowledge to which some lay 
tacit claim, but what thirtgs they know 
they do know, and that because they 
do them. 

It has been well and quaintly said, 
that there are many rooms in the 
Father’s house. It’s not all roof garden 
whence the landscape and the stars are 
seen, and where those who are trans- 
ported by the vision sing their joys. 
There are ground floor rooms, kitchens 
and cellars, where plain men and wom- 
en do ordinary things for God, with- 
out parading the fact; men and women 
who can be counted on to be on their 
job whatever the day of the week or 
the weather, or the counter-attractions 
which make appeal to them to come out 
and walk by some bypath meadow. 
Philip was of their number, and to 
such a one as Philip Christ imparts 
Himself as Murillo painted his match- 
less Madonna on an ordinary table 
napkin in a convent in Seville. Have 
no fear, then, as to the worth of your 
life to Christ. All He asks of you is 
that you come to Him and keep com- 
pany with Him. That is where Philip 
won out. That is where we often fail, 
and failing, fail Him who counts on us. 


ETERNITY 





insurance companies generally charge women more than men be- 
cause women live about 5 years longer—but you don’t pay more 
than men for American Bible Society Annuity Agreements. 
There is no better investment than an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement for a woman because you get: 
GILT EDGE SECURITY with a record of unfailing, unchanging 
payments for more than 100 years. 
HIGH RATE OF RETURN, higher than most forms of conserva- 
tive investment. 
IMMEDIATE INCOME, no waiting until you are at an advanced 
age. 
FREEDOM FROM MONEY CARES, no coupons to clip, no legal 
or investment expenses to incur, nothing to look after. And you 
get certain income tax exemptions! 
GREAT SATISFACTION from sharing in an invaluable, undupli- 
eated Christian service of distributing the Bible throughout the 
world “without note or comment.” 

Learn how you too may give and receive gener- 

ously at the same time. Send today for inter- 

esting, explanatory booklet, ‘‘ A Gift That Lives.’’ 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 33E entitled “A Gift 











That Lives. 
AN 
INCOME Name 
ASSURED 
- Address ........ 
| City ZONE..--........0-- 
State .......... 
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THROUGH THE BIBLE Steal 


By DR. HARLIN J. ROPER, pastor 
Scofield Memorial Church 
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BENEFITS you receive 














Send the coupon 

below for your copy of 

the free booklet, 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
It gives the full story of the 
Moody annuity plan, 


rates of return and 


possible tax savings. 
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Plan 


: RECEIVE . . . a Definite Income for Life 


As long as you live you'll receive a substantial check 





regularly . . . a generous return from your funds. 
And your checks will always arrive IN FULL and 
ON TIME. What a comfort to know you’re free from 
financial worries because your dividends are guaran- 
teed by an ample reserve fund—a fund carefully 
managed by Christian businessmen. 





a KNOW ... Your Money Is Secure 


oody annuities are backed by all the resources of 
Moody Bible Institute. Since the plan was inaugu- 
rated forty-four years ago, every annuitant has re- 
ceived regular, dependable returns . . . in times of 





depression and war, as well as peace and prosperity. 





= SHARE . . . in Soul-Satisfying Christian 
Service 


Your money helps provide tuition-free Bible training 
for young men and women preparing for Christian 
service. Thousands are serving Christ on the mission 
field, in pastorates, through gospel music, as evange- 
lists . . . in every phase of Christian work here and 
abroad. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Ill., Dept. ET 10 


C Please send me DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, the story of the 


Moody annuity plan. 
CJ t am under 20. Send me booklet A. 


C t am interested in stewardship in its relation to wills. 


Please send me folder, “Where There's a Will." 


MOODY 
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A mother writes of an injury to 
her 17 year old daughter which has 
endangered and impaired her sight. 
Pray for this Christian family that 
they may understand God’s will in 
this and that she may be restored 
to usefulness for Him. 


32 
A member of a small church which 
has been dwindling for some time 
asks our prayer that its testimony 
may be continued. 


33 
An Ohio reader asks for guidance 
in seeking work as a companion or 
housekeeper. 
34 
A reader in Pullman, Washington 
writes that her son and his wife are 
waiting to go as missionaries to 
Guatemala City, Central America, 
as soon as the border restrictions are 
lifted permitting religious workers 
to enter the country. She asks for 
prayer that they and other needed 
workers be allowed to enter their 
field of service for Him and that 
their material needs will be sup- 
plied. 





A chaplain with the U. S. Army in 
the Canal Zone asks: 

“What can you do for us out here 
on the fringes in the way of literature 
for distribution among the men? I 
need Spanish Bibles and New Testa- 
ments, as well as Spanish tracts and 
leaflets of a constructive, true nature 
presenting the plan of salvation, as 
well as English Bibles and leaflets. 
I have plenty of English New Testa- 
ments.” 

Those who have such books and 
leaflets to send may mail them to: 

Captain William H. Blair 

Headquarters 903d AAA AW BN SP 

Fort Clayton, Canal Zone 

Any who do not have Bibles to send, 
but who wish to assist in this work 
may do so by sending their gifts to 
the Eternity Bible Gift Fund ear- 
marked for this chaplain. 
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30,000 WATT NEW YORK oTATIUN 
TU BROADCAST BIBLE STUDY HOUR 


ae eee have been completed to present the 
Editor’s Bible Study Hour Broadcast over WJZ, New York 
City. Because WJZ can be heard from Maine to Carolina 
many friends who formerly were not able to hear this broad- 
cast may now listen regularly. The time is 9 A.M. Sunday 
at 770 on the dial. 


This fall we will continue the study of the Epistle to the 
Romans which after 80 weeks of broadcasting has reached 
the middle of the fourth chapter. 


The tremendous interest expressed by those who could 
not hear this program has clearly indicated the need for the 
expansion of the work announced last month and the addi- 
tion of a major Eastern station. Now The Bible Study Hour 
will reach more than ten million persons who have never 
before had the opportunity of hearing this program of ex- 
position of God’s Word. 


The cost of presenting this Bible teaching ministry is 
very great because radio time must be paid for at commer- 
cial rates. This work is made possible only through the gifts 
and prayers of God’s people who recognize the need for this 
particular ministry. This is a work of faith, and this step has 
been taken because God has opened the door. 


Gifts to meet the immediate need of this growing min- 
istry should be sent to: 


THE BIBLE STUDY HOUR 


Box 2000 
PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 


Gifts are deductible for income tax purposes. 
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THE BIBLE that will Surprise You! 


Reveals Spiritual Meaning of Verses 


Gives Desired Information More Quickly 


55 FEATURES... 


7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE— 


THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Florida: ‘The inscription over the 
entrance of the Library of the Florida State College 
for Women in Tallahassee, Florida, is: 
he Knowledge Is to Know Where to 

Find Knowledge.’ 

The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find 
the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most com- 
plete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. For 
the past twe years I have used the New Chain Refer- 
ence Bible and I have found it the best of them all.” 
Dr. Rimmer: “I feel that no student should 
be without this splendid aid to Bible study and in- 
struction.” The Late Dr. Walter A. Maier: “I use the 
New Chain Reference Bible with continued delight 
and would not be without it.” Dr. Robert G. Lee: 
“This is to testify that I have used the Thompson 
Chain Reference Bible for several years in my study 
of the Bible. I believe it is the very best on the 


market today. I wish that every reader of the Bible 
and every student of the Bible had a copy of this 
unusually helpful Bible.” Dr. Charles E. Fuller: “I 
wish every preacher and teacher of the Word had a 
copy of this most usable and logical reference work.” 
Dr. J. A. Huffman: “I have never seen so much 
splendid help crowded into a single volume of the 
Bible.” The Late Dr. J. B. Tidwell: “The New Chain 
Reference Bible is the best yet. It has more helps 
than any other Bible.” Dr. Leander 8S. Keyser: “The 
New Chain Reference Bible is a treasure-house of 
useful information. Surely, this is the Bible that 
ought to be in every home.” Dr. H. Framer Smith: 
“I find that it surpasses them all for real practical 
helps. To anyone desiring a better knowledge of the 
Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible.” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: “I 
wish I could influence every Christian to purchase 
one of these Bibles.” 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 
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how to memorize. 
Best Methods of Bible Study. 
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ted given in Chronolog- 
41. List of the Notable Women of the Bible 

42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 
Scenes of Great Events. 


43. Dictionary Material. 
44. Tables of Time, Money, Weights and Measures. 
Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 


45. The Historical Bridge, covering interval bet the 
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47. a Harmony of te oe Po Spd meco in different 


Calendar ofthe Coratin Era 
Ok ae ppearances of Jesus, illus- 
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50. Chart of the Seven Charches of Asia, described by 


Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary 

Work af the Early Church. 
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B. B. Kirkbride | BIBLE CO. 


E3511 K. OF P. BLDG. 


INDIANAPOLIS, 


INDIANA 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 
See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or you may regret 
it as others have. Ask your pastor 
about it. No other Bible is so high- 
ly praised by so many renowned 

Bible Students. 
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for this 
big FREE 
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8. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE co., 
Dept. E 3511 K. of P. Bidg. 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 


(0 Without cost or obligation to me, send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and full particulars 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
your New Chain Reference Bible. 


(0 Send your special terms to Representa- 
ves. 
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